
  

  

 

Saint Louis Catholic Church 
Diocese of Peoria  Princeton, Illinois  

 The Epiphany of the Lord ~ January 5, 2020 

 

Eucharistic Adoration is held in the 
Adoration Chapel at all times.    

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament/
Benediction Tuesdays, 8 am - noon in 

the Chapel; Mondays & Thursdays in the 
Church from 4 - 5 pm 

Mass Schedule  
Monday & Thursday 5:15 pm 

Tuesday, Wednesday,  
Friday 7:00 am 

Saturday Vigil 4:00 pm,  
Sunday 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 am 

Confessions 
Monday & Thursday   
from 4:30-5:00 pm  

Saturday 3:00-3:45 pm  
By appointment; please call the 

Parish Office. 

“We saw His star at its rising  
and have come to do Him homage.” -Matthew 2 



Dear St. Louis Parishioners, 
Merry Christmas & Happy Feast of the Epiphany!  You will notice that our Magi statues began in the back of the Church 

(front cover), as they set out on their journey to join the rest of the Nativity scene, on this feast that commemorates their arrival in 
Bethlehem to worship the Newborn King.  This great feast often makes me think of World Youth Day 2005 in Cologne, Germany. 
I did not attend, but it was the first World Youth Day with Pope Benedict XVI, who I came to truly love for his excellent teaching 
and preaching throughout my seminary years.  Someone gave me a book of all of his addresses from that event and I was so struck 
by them that I designed an entire retreat based on them for the high school youth ministry group at my first parish when I was new-
ly ordained. One reason it was significant is because the cathedral in Cologne contains the tomb of the Magi.  It was also interest-
ing because it was held in Benedict XVI’s home country, even though the location was determined under the pontificate of his 
predecessor, St. John Paul II. World Youth Days draw pilgrims from all around, from “the nations,” making the pilgrimage of the 
Magi to Bethlehem a fitting reflection to base the theme upon.  He addressed the young people, “as pilgrims in the footsteps of the 
Magi.”  He continued: “Following their route, you too want to find Jesus. Like them, you have begun this journey in order to con-
template, both personally and with others, the face of God revealed by the Child in the manger. Like yourselves, I too have set out 
to join you in kneeling before the consecrated white Host in which the eyes of faith recognize the Real Presence of the Saviour of 
the world. Together, we will continue to meditate on the theme of this World Youth Day: "We have come to worship him" (Mt 2: 
2).”  Do we recognize, when we encounter Christ in the Eucharist, that we have come to do homage to the same King of Kings 
whom the Magi set out to meet?  Do we consider the incredible access we have to that which would satisfy the desire of every 
human heart? Pope Benedict reflected also on those who have not yet received the Gospel, “who are waiting, without realizing it, 
for the star to rise in their skies and lead them to Christ, Light of the Nations, in whom they will find the fullest response to their 
hearts' deepest desires.”  Do we allow this privilege we have to prompt us to share Christ with those who do not have Him in their 
life, as an invitation, an offer and an introduction?  Christ would work in us in such powerful ways, to be a light to the world, if 
only we would give our hearts more to Him. Pope Benedict continues: “To all of you I appeal: Open wide your hearts to God! Let 
yourselves be surprised by Christ! Let him have ‘the right of free speech’ during these days! Open the doors of your freedom to his 
merciful love! Share your joys and pains with Christ, and let him enlighten your minds with his light and touch your hearts with 
his grace.”  In these holy days of the Christmas Season (we still have another week left!), may we open our hearts even more to the 
King of Kings, who wishes to live in us and make us a light to the world. 

 
CONSECRATION PREPARATION - WEEK TWO: This Saturday (1/4), we began the preparation to renew the personal con-
secration to Jesus through Mary.  I preached on this on the Fourth Sunday of Advent and invited anyone interested to join me in 
preparing to make or renew your own personal consecration on the Feast of the Presentation (February 2nd).  While most of the 
preparation is done individually, there is an optional gathering on Saturday mornings at 9:30, until the day of the consecration. 
Since there are five of these Saturday gatherings, we will reflect each week upon a different one of the Joyful Mysteries.  The Joy-
ful Mysteries were chosen because the preparation began during the Christmas Octave and leads up to the Presentation. Even if 
you are not able to join us in these Saturday gatherings, I would love to know who all is joining us; so please reach out to me to let 
me know if you are joining us in this beautiful, prayerful experience.  Doing a preparation like this together is a great way to re-
member something that is always true about our personal prayer: it requires personal, individual initiative and effort, but it also 
unites us to the rest of the Body of Christ as we draw near to Him. We are not alone, but are in this together, and embracing Mary 
as our Mother is one great way to recall that we are a part of a family.   

 
FIRST RECONCILIATION: Speaking of being a part of a family, this week is an important one to pray for some of the younger 
members of our parish family.  Next Saturday (1/11), eleven of our children will celebrate their First Reconciliation. Please keep 
them in your prayers, as they prepare to celebrate the Baptism of the Lord by being restored to the grace of their own baptism, 
through the gift and mystery of this great sacrament. 

 
CHRISTMAS MASSES - THANK YOU: These holiday bulletins all have to be written so early (while plans for Christmas are 
still being made), that I haven’t yet had a chance to thank EVERYONE in writing who helped make our Christmas Masses so 
beautiful!  Thanks to Rita Tracey and her crew for the beautiful decorating. Thanks to Emilia Alm, Jeff Moore, David & Shelley 
Gorenz, Rachel Gorenz-Johnson, Dave Roden, and David Sims for the beautiful music at all of our Masses.  Thanks also to all of 
our Liturgical Ministers: Lectors, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, Altar Servers, Sacristans, and Ushers (and all 
those who get recruited on the spot to help set up chairs). All of your service throughout the year is most appreciated, but these 
special Masses in particular require many hands and hearts to give of themselves.  I am most grateful. God bless you and your 
families this Christmas Season and into the New Year.    
 
STATUS OF PARISH HALL BUILDING:  This is the first chance I’ve had to put an update in writing on the status of the par-
ish hall building, after the unfortunate incident of a burst pipe in the ceiling of Harkrader Hall, causing extensive water damage, as 
well as structural damage to the parish hall.  As of the writing of this update (December 23rd), the clean-up process is well under-
way, but can be expected to take time, as well as the process of assessing damages, restoring what can be restored and replacing 
what cannot. Unfortunately, both Harkrader Hall and the Saint Jerome Room will be unavailable until further notice.  If you have 
a group that plans to meet in either of those spaces, I would ask you to begin considering alternative plans.  Parts of the school 
building may be usable, but this will require coordination and collaboration with the parish office. We are also experiencing some 
challenges in our office.  I apologize for all of these inconveniences and assure you that we are working hard with the appropriate 
people to get things back in order. Thank you for your patience and understanding.  

        
In Christ through Mary, 

Fr. Gifford 
 

St. Louis, pray for us! 
Blessed Mary, Queen Mother of the King of Kings, pray for us! 



Other Sacramental Information 

Marriages ~ Call the parish office at least eight months    
before the wedding. 

Baptisms ~ Normally after 10:30 am Sunday Mass.        
Requires registration at St Louis Parish and participation 
in  baptismal preparation (held the third Thursday of every 
odd month). Please wait until after the preparation to 
choose Godparents. Call parish office for more  
information.  

Other Information 
Rosary 
   Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday after Mass 
   Monday and Thursday before Mass. 

If going out of town 
  Locate Mass Times by visiting: www.MassTimes.org 

Bulletin Announcements  
 Submitted to Parish Office no later than noon  
 on Tuesday for publication the following Sunday. 

Joining the Parish 
Please call the Parish Office for an appointment. 

Parish Staff 
Pastor   Fr Daniel Gifford      
            Email: stl.fr.gifford@gmail.com      
Deacon    John Murphy  
   Wk: 664-1155/Hm: 646-4723 
Trustees  Dan Legner 
   Mary Paula Schmitt 
Admin Assistant Paula Lough   
Business Manager Renee Toomey 
Director of Religious Education  Julia Mead 
  Email:  stl.juliamead@gmail.com 
Youth Coordinator  Caylee Kennedy 
        Email: stl.cayleekennedy@gmail.com 

  RCIA Coordinator  Susanna Prushinski 
  Email: stl.susannaprushinski@gmail.com 
 Maintenance Bill Uher 

Parish Office 

616 S Gosse Blvd., Princeton, IL 61356 
Office hours: Monday - Thursday ~ 8 am - 3 pm 

Friday ~ 8 am - noon 
Phone: (815) 879-0181  

 
Office of Religious Education Phone 815-872-3199  

E-mail: stlparishoffice@gmail.com 
Website: www.stlouisprinceton.org 

Church Monetary Support for the weekends of  
December 21/22 2019 

 
Weekly Budget                  $7,250.00 
Amount Received  $9,286.00 
Amount Over/(Under)                                             $2,036 .00 
 
Fiscal period July 1, 2019— June 30, 2020 
Amount needed to date  $181,250.00 
Amount received to date   $175,008.45 
Over (Under) budget to date                                ($6,241.55)   
 
Children’s Offering  
Total weekend                                       $24.00 
Fiscal year total  $442.27 
 

 

Due to the early holiday submission deadline, totals 
for December 28/29 were not available  

at the time of printing. 

STEWARDSHIP 

Readings for the week of January 5, 2020 
 

Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13/Eph 
3:2-3, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 
Monday: 1 Jn 3:22—4:6/Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12/ 
Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8/Mk 6:34-44 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13/ 
Mk 6:45-52 
Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19—5:4/Ps 72:1-2, 14–15, 17/ 
Lk 4:14-22 
Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20/ 
Lk 5:12-16 
Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 6 and 
9 /Jn 3:22-30 
Next Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10/ 
Acts 10:34-38/Mt 3:13-17 

 
The monthly gathering of the Glimmer of Comfort 
Grief Support Group will be held on Tuesday,  
January 7 at 6 PM at 121 Miles Court, Princeton. 
Women who have lost children from an illness,  
suicide, accident or miscarriage are welcome to  
attend. Shelley Gorenz, a professional counselor,  
facilitates the gathering.  For more information, call 
Jeanie Gelsomino at (815) 872-6571.  

A 5:00 p.m. Mass will commence the January 11th  
Illinois Valley Cursillo Ultreya being held at St. Francis 
of Assisi parish, 820 Sanger St. in Ottawa, Illinois. A  
potluck supper follows the Mass after which a short  
meeting will take place prior to a talk by Julie and Greg 
Lechtenberg will tell about the Ottawa parish's student 
group "Students Evangelizing Every Day" (S.E.E.D.). 
 
Cursillistas, start off the New Year with an enlightening  
evening of "faith-building and fellowship".  Cursillo, Via 
de Cristo, Walk to Emaus, Tres Deis, and The Way  
members are all welcome to attend and bring along 
friends. 
 
Any further information:  call either Bill Dekowski, Lay  
Director, (815) 663-7188 or Loretta Volker, publicity 
chair at (815) 875-1330. 



LITURGY AND SACRAMENTS 

Mass Intentions 
 

Monday, January 6 Saint Andre Bessette 

4:00 pm            Eucharistic Adoration 

5:15  pm        + Canon John Flattery 

Tuesday, January 7   Saint Raymond of Penyafort 

 7:00 am        +Mike Milligan by Irene Milligan 

* 9:00 am      +Tom Makransky  

   by John Randall & Sharon Young 

Wednesday, January 8 Christmas Weekday 

7:00 am +Joan Smith  

                          by Stan & Gina Wolf    

Thursday, January 9  Christmas Weekday     

 4:00 pm  Eucharistic Adoration 

 5:15  pm + Pauline Arkels 

 Friday, January 10 Christmas Weekday 

  7:00 am         +James Prendagast by Barbara Bass 

 Saturday, January 11 Vigil of the Baptism 

    of the Lord  

 4:00 pm  +  Karen Swanson by Lee Hoffman  

Sunday, January 12  The Baptism of the Lord 

 7:30 am          + Ron Hulslander 

      by Annette Hulslander   

  9:00 am    People of the Parish 

10:30 am         +Ralph & Ethel Toomey  

      by Mike & Renee Toomey 

* Liberty Village 

Liturgical Roles 
 

Daily Servers  For January 6-10, 2020  1-6 Ben 
Larsen, 1-7 Brennan Roden, 1-8 Luke Smith, 1-9 
Faustina Bystry,1-10 David Kunkel 
 
4:00 pm:  Saturday  January 11  
 Servers  Kennedy, Nolan & Brinley Kloepping 
 Lectors  Bob Schabow, Mary Archer 
 Eucharistic  Mandy Robinson, Jim Whitmore 
 Sacristan  Peg Sandberg, Emilee Merkel 
 Ushers  Rick Torri, Mike Boesch, John Cotter,  
Tim Hermeyer 

 
7:30 am: Sunday,  January 12 
 Servers  Servers needed, please check in at Sacristy 
 Lectors Luke Atilano, Morgan Richards 
 Eucharistic  Rita Tracey, Mary Harmon 
 Sacristan  Lori Atilano 
 Ushers  Mike Farley, Gary Blessman, Wayne Stone,  
 Dennis Thompson 
 
9:00 am: Sunday,  January 12 
 Servers  Jessica Carlone, Cameron Lawrence, David 
Kunkel 

 Lectors  Diane & Mario Carlone 
 Eucharistic  Mary Beth Crowe, David Lawrence  
 Sacristan  Quint Quiram, Cameron Lawrence  
 Cantor  Emma Roden 
 Ushers Jim Whiteaker, Quint Quiram, Dan Legner 
 
 10:30 am: Sunday, January 12 
 Servers  Anna & Jack Ellis, Daniel Mead, Brennan 
Roden 

 Lectors  David Roden, Tracy Boylan-Roden 
 Eucharistic  Linda Carter, Mark Mead 
 Sacristan  Linda Carter 
 Cantor Mary Kieffer 
 Ushers Bob Hartwig, Chris Romagnoli, Ken Lough,  
 Michael Ellis 
 
Home Ministry ~  Mary Beth Crowe, David Law-
rence  

Nursing Homes ~  Dave Boylan, Pat Galassi-Carlson,  
Irene Milligan,  Mandy Robinson 
 
Thank you to all who volunteer their time and talent 
to serve in a Liturgical Role!  You are a true blessing 
to your parish family! 

St Louis Parish’s Traveling Statue of Our Lady of Fatima 
 

Would you like to host Mary in your home?  
The host family is asked to pray a daily  
Rosary, praying in particular for an increase in 
vocations to the Priesthood. If you would be 
interested in hosting, please sign up on the sheet 

on the information table in Harkrader Hall’s 
foyer.  

Please remember to pray for Vocations to the 
Priesthood and Religious Life especially  

from  St. Louis Parish!    
 

St. Therese,  Patroness of  Vocations, pray for us! 

OUR TABLE St. Louis will be providing a meal for Our 
Table  January 13th, at the Methodist Church. A sign up 
sheet is on the information table in the Harkrader Hall’s 
foyer. Thank you for helping with this project. If you have 
any questions, please call  Marcia Obenhaus at  
815-878-1812.  

I would like to thank everyone for the nice  
Christmas cards and gifts. It was so nice of you to 
think of me. May God Bless you and your families 
this Holy Season! -Deacon John 



YOUTH DISCIPLESHIP FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP 

Belonging: Baptismal Preparation  
Our next session will be held on  
Wednesday, January 15 from 6 to 9 
pm. If you’re expecting a child,  
consider attending prior to your 
child’s arrival. Call Julia Mead, 815-
872-3199 to register. Please refrain 

from choosing Godparents until after the meeting.  

 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd ~  
Sessions resume the normal schedule 
this week, beginning on Tuesday, Jan-
uary 7th! Parent Atria will take place 
the week of January 14, 15, 16. Keep 
abreast of what your children are doing 
in Atrium and ways to bring it into 
your home! 
 

First Reconciliation is scheduled to be celebrated 
on Saturday, January 11, 2020. Please pray the 
eleven young children and their families  
profoundly experience the Good Shepherd's love 
and mercy for each one of them, as He calls them 
by name. 

Jr. High Youth Ministry! Our next Jr. High Youth 
Ministry night will be Sunday January 12th, 5:30-
7pm! If you are in 7th or 8th grade, you are welcome 
to attend!  
 

High School Youth Ministry!  We hope everyone 
is having a Merry Christmas and enjoying the food 
and time with family and friends! Mark your calen-
dar for our 2020 kick-off on January 12th from 7-
8:30pm! Bring friends!   

March for Life Pilgrimage 
Daley Plaza, Chicago 
Saturday, January 11  

 
 

Knights of Columbus John F. Kennedy Council 2090 
FREE BUS RIDE—RSVP by Jan. 9th 6pm  
Bus Pickup Locations: 
LP Walmart North Parking Area—8:15am 
Ottawa Farm & Fleet—8:50am 
Saturday Mass 11:00 am at Our Lady of Sorrows 
Basilica—11:00am 
To reserve bus seat contact:  
Andy Wujek  815-739-0965 or  
Brian Corrigan, Holy Cross Rectory 815-538-6151  

All families of Junior High and High School students 
are invited to attend the Chicago March for Life on 
January 11th! This is a great experience to be a  
witness of our faith and be gathered with thousands 
of other people marching and rallying for the same 
cause - the respect for all human life, especially the 
most vulnerable. More details can be found below.  

Mon., January 6 
Knights of Columbus Meeting 6:30 pm 
 
Tues., January 7 
Eucharistic Adoration in the Chapel 8-noon  
CGS (Level One & Level Three) 3:30 - 5:00 pm 
CGS (Level One & Level Three) 6:00 - 7:30 pm 
 
Wed., January 8 
CGS (Level One & Level Two) 3:30 - 5:00 pm   
CGS (Level Two)  6:00 - 7:30 pm 
 
Thur., January 9 
CGS (Level Two) 3:30 - 5:00 pm 
RCIA   6:15 - 7:45 pm 
 
Fri., January 10  
The Word of God Women’s Prayer Group  8:00 - 9:00 am  
 
Sat., January 11 
Marian Consecration Prep 9:30 - 10:30 am Location TBD 
First Reconciliation 10:00 am; Reception at noon 
March for Life Pilgrimage—Daley Plaza, Chicago 
 
Sun., January 12 
Second Sunday Stay & Play after 10:30 Mass 
Jr. High Youth Ministry night 5:30 -7:00 pm 
High School Ministry night 7 - 8:30 pm 

What’s Happening at St. Louis this Week 


