
 

 

  Saint Louis Catholic Church 
   Diocese of Peoria ~ Princeton, Illinois  

   Twelfth Sunday of Ordinary Time June 21, 2020 

“Are not two sparrows sold for a small coin? Yet not one of them falls to the 
ground without your Father’s knowledge. Even all the hairs of your head are 

counted. So do not be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.” 
 - Matthew 10 



Dear St. Louis Parishioners, 
 Since we are made in the image and likeness of our God, every man is made to be a father, in one way or another.  While 
there are different vocations, all of them represent different ways of living out this call to selfless, life-giving love which generously 
devotes oneself to providing for, guiding, protecting, affirming, and strengthening the next generation, as an image of God, the  
Father.  While Father’s Day has a special significance in my vocation as a spiritual father, those men who are natural fathers are the 
ones from whom I continue to learn.  So, just as I had the assistance of many of the moms in the parish in reflecting on motherhood, 
so also I am happy to share some of the wisdom from some of the dads in our parish:  

• Fatherhood is no accident, nor mere happenstance; rather, it is a living, breathing gift from God OUR Father. 

• No matter what, it's family first, your true success is not with a business or volunteering, but being there for your family; the 
family will be there once the business is gone. I know many successful businessmen who died rich and unhappy because they 
overlooked their family while they were gaining wealth. 

• Fatherhood is essential to providing a strong family foundation for the betterment of the Church and society. The beauty of it is 
the maturity and growth it provides. It just keeps getting better, and opens up your understanding of what it means to be a real 
man. 

• The beauty of Fatherhood is that it gives us the opportunity to positively influence the lives of our children every day and bring 
them closer to Jesus. It is one of the most beautiful gifts that God blesses us with as men. 

• The example you set will be observed even when you wish it weren’t. Through this great responsibility and opportunity one can 
help loved ones develop and live successful, happy, productive lives that far exceed the attainments of previous generations.  

• As a Catholic, being called by God to live your life as a father to your child(ren) is one of the most humbling experiences a man 
can have.  You learn to appreciate the past experiences with your parents and grandparents and grow them to be shared with 
your own child(ren.)  A man learns what it means to truly love, in the likeness that God the Father loves each of us.  

• Being blessed with fatherhood was a very convincing sign of God's love for me because I know my kids are a gift from Him.  

• Children are a wonderful gift from God. They are watching us constantly for clues how to live their lives. Letting them go is so 
hard but necessary. Being with them as adults means the wonderful gift goes on and on.  

• Fathers need the constant support of prayers and to feel loved as they strive to imitate Jesus each day.  Prayers bring confidence 
to fathers as they journey through a tumultuous world. A father’s family accepting and living according to God’s will is a  
beautiful and profound accomplishment, the beauty of being a father. 

• For me, the most important role as a father is to get my family to Heaven.  My main concern is their souls.  Everything else is 
secondary.  However, it took me awhile to figure this out. ---- It has to begin with my relationship with Jesus.  Hopefully they 
see me striving for a deeper conversion in loving Jesus and most importantly, letting Him love me.  In this world, it's very  
difficult living a Christ centered life and unfortunately, I fail miserably.  Just as Jesus is patient with me and is always  
forgiving, I try to always do the same with myself and my family.   Jesus knows all my weaknesses and my struggles.  That's 
why I am so grateful for a wife who is passionate about her Catholic Faith, a love for the Eucharist and the importance of  
Sacramental living.  This inspires me as a husband and father, as I watch her very quietly and unassumingly try her best to be a 
holy woman of God. Before I was married, someone once told me that raising a family would be the most difficult, but  
rewarding thing I would ever do. They were certainly right, but I wouldn't change a thing that God has done in my life. I love 
being a dad. 

• The beauty, value, and importance of fatherhood started well before God blessed me with children. As an adult, I often look 
back and realize that my father did his best to teach me values, character, and perseverance; I’d say he did a great job! As a 
father, I do my best to pass along these same traits in addition to passing along the importance of relying on God and our faith. 
It’s important for us to remember that fatherhood is not perfect or easy. We fathers need to frequently turn to our Lord for  
guidance, trust His will, and always be there for our children no matter what age. They’re always looking to us for guidance. 
They appreciate the hard work and time we invest in them. 

• Being a father is truly a blessing. It is a part of me - at my core it is the most important responsibility I have. I love being able to 
teach my sons love, respect and values so they can help make this world better. I love them with all my heart - it is an  
unconditional love. 

• “Spare the rod, spoil the child.” (This quote from Proverbs, which goes on to tell us “whoever loves will apply discipline,” was 
shared together with one of the other points above, but was a distinctly different point, so has been listed separately.)  
 

As we continue to Contemplate the Humility of Christ, it is a gift to have the testimony of these men who strive to imitate 
the Lord in their fatherhood.  In His humility, Christ revealed the Father’s Heart to us all.  Let us pray for all of our fathers, to be 
renewed in their mission of reflecting the Heart of God, the Father.  And may they be rewarded by our gratitude and respect.   

 
A NEW ONLINE SCHEDULE: As we move into this new week, I want to introduce to you a new schedule for our 

online offerings.  Six days each week, we will continue to offer either a live-stream of the daily Mass or a “special” video.  On the 
days that we don’t live stream our parish Mass, we will share a link to a daily Mass from EWTN or another online source.   
Beginning with the week of Monday, June 22nd the posting schedule for our parish YouTube Channel will be… 

Monday - Coffee with Parishioners 
Tuesday - Daily Mass at Saint Louis Parish 
Wednesday - Thoughts from the Ugly Green Chair 
Thursday - Daily Mass at Saint Louis Parish 
Friday - A “Minute-Prayer” 
Saturday - Live-stream of the 4 PM Mass. 

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER GIFFORD 



Parish Staff 
 

Pastor   Fr Daniel Gifford      
            Email: stl.fr.gifford@gmail.com      
Deacon    John Murphy  
   Wk: 664-1155/Hm: 646-4723 
Trustees  Dan Legner 
   Mary Paula Schmitt 
Admin Assistant Paula Lough   
Business Manager Renee Toomey 
Director of Religious 
 Education    Julia Mead 
   stl.juliamead@gmail.com 
Youth Coordinator   Caylee Kennedy 
         stl.cayleekennedy@gmail.com 

  RCIA Coordinator   Susanna Prushinski 
   stl.susannaprushinski@gmail.com 
 Maintenance  Bill Uher 

 

Parish Office 

616 S Gosse Blvd., Princeton, IL 61356 
Office hours:  Currently Closed  Due to COVID-19 

    To continue to serve you, we are checking voicemail and 
emails daily  

 
Phone: (815) 879-0181  

E-mail: stlparishoffice@gmail.com 
Website: www.stlouisprinceton.org 

YouTube Channel: St Louis Parish in Princeton  
FaceBook Page: www.facebook.com/stlouisprinceton  

Mass Intentions 
 

Monday, June 22  St. Paulinus of Nola, Bishop; SS. John  

     Fisher and Thomas Moore, Martyrs 

4-5:00 pm  Holy Hour  

5:15 pm  +Pauline Arkels  

 

Tuesday, June 23  Weekday  

7:00 am  + Gene Stocking by Joanne Stocking  

 

Wednesday, June 24 The Nativity of St. John The Baptist 

7:00 am  + Jean and John Maller by Ann Maller  

 

Thursday, June 25  Weekday  

4-5:00 pm   Holy Hour  

5:15  pm    +Gary Coates  

 

Friday, June 26  Weekday 

7:00 am  +Deb Funsfinn by Bill & Janet Politsch  

 

Saturday,  June 27  Vigil of  the 13th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

4:00 pm   + Jill Bystry Thompson  

6:00 pm  +  Canon John Flaherty  

  

Sunday, June 28 Thirteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

7:30 am  + Marita Jaggers by Phyllis Johnson  

9:30 am     People of the Parish 

11:30 am  + Jonathan Dyer     



Please remember to pray for Vocations  
to the Priesthood and Religious Life  

especially from  St. Louis Parish!    
 

St. Therese,  Patroness of  Vocations, pray for us! 

Volunteers are needed to help clean the Church and  greet and usher at Masses. Please contact Tim Smith at  
815-503-9329|tsmith@pes115.org if you are interested in cleaning and Dave Lawrence for greeter/usher at   
815-915-6005|davidlawrence821@gmail.com   THANK YOU! 

ST. LOUIS SCHEDULE 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
MON & THR  5:15 PM 
TUE, WED, FRI  7:00 AM 
SAT   4:00 & 6:00 PM 
SUN   7:30, 9:30, 11:30 AM 
 
(SAT 4 PM Live-streamed on FaceBook and 
broadcast on WZOE 1490 AM ) 
 
Please provide your feedback on the radio 
broadcast—this will help us to identify the 
need to continue offering it.  
 
 

OUTDOOR DISTRIBUTION 

OF HOLY COMMUNION 
(AT ANDERSON ST ENTRANCE) 
SAT  5:00 PM 
SUN  8:30 & 10:30 AM 

 

 

RECONCILIATION 
(ST. JEROME ROOM) 
MON, THR  4:30 PM 
TUE, WED 3:00 PM 
SAT  4:00 PM 
 
 

HOLY HOUR 
MON, THR 4:00 PM 
 

PRIVATE PRAYER 
(INSIDE CHURCH-OPEN TO ALL) 
MON, THUR 9-2:30 PM 
TUE, WED 9-1:30 PM; 3-8:00 PM 
FRI  9-1:30 PM 

 
Let us continue to Contemplate 
the Humility of  Christ in Light 

of  the Resurrection. 
 



STEWARDSHIP 

Church Monetary Support 
 through June 14, 2020 

(First Public Masses in the Church since March 8, 2020) 
Amount Budgeted                            $  7,250 
Amount Received                             $  7,891 
  
Amount Over/(Under)                    $     641 
  
Fiscal Period July 1, 2019 – June 30, 2020 
  
Amount needed to date                  $362,500 
Amount Received to date:             $353,305 
 Over/(Under)budget to date                               $(  9,195) 

We are aware that not everyone will be able to be  
physically present for the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass as 
our church is reopened. Please know that you may  
continue to provide financial support for the parish in the 
ways that have been recommended since the shutdown  
occurred: by sending a contribution directly to the parish 
mailing address, or instructing your bank to send a  
contribution through its Bill Payment option. The online 
giving option through the Diocesan website remains  
available to you also. Your support of your parish during 
this pandemic has enabled us to maintain operations, and 
reach out to parishioners in many new and creative ways. 
Your faithfulness in providing us a means to accomplish 
this mission is acknowledged with gratitude. 

A heartfelt thanks to those who blessed our parish family with 
cloth masks—Liz Piacenti, Ann Rediger, Terry Johnson and the 
Facemask Makers from Bureau & Putnam County.  
-Re-opening  the Church Team 

Father’s Day  
Prayer 

 
God our Father, 
through the inter-
cession of St. Jo-
seph, foster father 
of Your Son, Our 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
we give you 
thanks and praise 
for all fathers in 
the world. 
  

We pray for them so that they  may they find cour-
age and perseverance to balance work, family and 
faith in joy and sacrifice. 
 
We pray for those whose children are lost or suffer-
ing; May they know that the God of compas-
sion walks with them in their sorrow. 
 
We pray for men, especially the priests and monks, 
who are not fathers but still mentor and guide us 
with fatherly love and advice. 
 
We remember fathers, grandfather, and great 
grandfathers who are no longer with us but who live 
forever in our memory and nourish us with their 
love. Amen 

GOSPEL MEDITATION - 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
There are many things of which we can be afraid: being rebuked, rejection, anger, being challenged, having to defend ourselves, 
standing alone, insecurity, failure, and even death. For some, identifying and overcoming their fears is a daunting task. Regardless 
of how much they may want to break the cycle of fear, they find that they remain close friends with old and dysfunctional behav-
ioral habits and norms. Maybe what they really fear is change. There are many who gravitate to the familiar and comfortable, and 
find safety and security in doing so, even if they remain mired in mediocrity. Human beings have to learn that there is life beyond 
the “what has always been” and that happiness and depth are possible when old structures and systems have to be left behind. 
 
Can you leave the near and dear, the comfortable and familiar, the safe and secure, and discover new opportunities? The shear 
thought of doing so can bring on feelings of apprehension, intense anger, resentment, defensiveness, reluctance, resistance, and 
even apathy. If we have to be responsible for making the change, cowardice can creep in. If someone else is to blame for making 
the change, any number of possible negative reactions are possible. In the end, only one thing is required and that is God. If I can 
rely on and deepen my relationship with God, especially in the Eucharist along with a community of believers, then little else is of 
great concern. We have to figure out what is really important. It is not always what we think. 
The Gospel calls us to stretch ourselves and try new things, not to remain stuck and stagnant in familiar ways. We are asked to live 
life more deliberately, radically, and intentionally. We are asked to leave the familiar behind and learn to live with changing, and 
often limiting, human structures. We cannot get too caught up in the physical, ideological, or structural systems we are used to. 
The Holy Spirit always leads and guides us. If we trust this, we will find ourselves doing things we never thought we could do. Al-
ways seek the path to joy and love. They keep us from falling victim to our fears and from seeking the nostalgic crutches we think 
we need to achieve a sense of well-being and happiness. ©LPi 


