
Eucharistic Adoration is held in the 
Adoration Chapel at all times.    

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament/
Benediction Tuesdays, 8 am - noon in 
the Chapel; Mondays & Thursdays in 

the Church from 4 - 5 pm 

Mass Schedule  
Monday & Thursday 5:15 pm 

Tuesday, Wednesday,  
Friday 7:00 am 

Saturday Vigil 4:00 pm,  
Sunday 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 am 

Confessions 
Monday & Thursday   
from 4:30-5:00 pm  

Saturday 3:00-3:45 pm  
By appointment; please call 

the Parish Office. 

 

Saint Louis Catholic Church 
Diocese of Peoria  Princeton, Illinois  

  Fifth Sunday of Lent, April 7, 2019 

 

  “I continue my pursuit toward the goal, the prize of God’s  
upward calling, In Jesus Christ.” - Philippians 3 



 
Dear St. Louis Parishioners, 
Last week, we considered how Our Lord’s being stripped of His garments, not only illustrated the sacrifice He made 
and the corresponding pain that goes along with it, but also His readiness to do the Father’s will.  Applying that same 
thought to the Eleventh Station (front cover), we see how His being nailed to the cross indicates His total commitment 
to this mission of salvation entrusted to Him. Taunters, scoffers and jeerers will mock Him, calling Him to come down 
from the cross to demonstrate that He is in fact the Christ, the Messiah of God.  But, He will remain. He is nailed to the 

cross, fixed in place, unmoving. How can we live out this same commitment to the mission the Lord 
has entrusted to us? How can we commit to giving everything to this mission, with a total  
commitment that will not be moved by weariness or trials? This weekend, we can see this  
exemplified by another saint on the calendar who is technically “skipped” this year, because he falls 
on Sunday: St. Jean Baptiste De La Salle.  Jean Baptiste was a French priest who lived in the  
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, who founded the Christian Brothers (short for Institute of the 
Brothers of the Christian Schools).  Born a wealthy French aristocrat, he had no intention of  
embarking upon the education of the poor. But, the Lord had other plans. Once he embraced this as a 
genuine calling from God, he did not simply write a few checks from his surplus wealth.  He entered 
into a life of  voluntary poverty, so as to enter into the lives of the poor whom he served, founded a 
religious community committed to this task and developed a model of education that helped shape the 

future of education for generations to come. My alma mater, Saint Mary’s University in Winona, Minnesota (where I 
was a part of Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary) is a LaSallian Catholic university, under the leadership of De La 
Salle’s Christian Brothers.  Part of our custom was to begin every class with the “LaSallian Prayer,” which began 
with the simple invocation, “Let us remember we are in the holy presence of God.”  Then, we would take a moment of 
silence to do as the prayer said.  Finally, we would close by asking St. Jean Baptiste De La Salle to pray for us and 
then concluding, “Live, Jesus, in our hearts forever.”  This prayer formed us, like De La Salle himself, to make our 
commitment to Christ permanent.  We do not simply pray that Jesus would be alive in our hearts right now, in this  
moment. We invite Him - no, we beg Him! - to live in our hearts forever.  We will not be moved by weariness or  
trials.  We remain, with the help of Christ. As a side note, the seminarians for our diocese who still attend this same 
seminary are one of the groups always in great need of financial assistance, which your ADA giving helps to  
support.  As I said last week, I thank all of our parishioners for your support and invite you to consider some kind of 
increase in your giving this year, as every little increase helps bring us one step closer to finally reaching our 
goal!                      

LENTEN SERIES, WEEK FOUR: The Lord has a mission for each and every one of us, on the larger scale 
of our primary vocation, as well as little ways that He calls us to serve Him on a daily basis.  This Tuesday, we will 
conclude our Lenten series by bringing it all home, to review some of the key tools that have helped us learn to listen 
and to know what the Lord is saying to us, so now we can readily act according to His will.  So, whether you’ve been 
coming every week, just a time or two, or will be joining us for the first time, I would love to see you Tuesday evening 
in Harkrader Hall for Learning to Listen to the Voice of God, Session IV: Thy Will Be Done.  The action starts at 5:30 
PM with a light meal and childcare will be available.   

LAST WEEK’S LENTEN “CENTERPIECE”: We had a couple of really nice events last week, which a 
number of people worked so hard to help make happen.  Julia Mead was very instrumental in helping to plan the  
Children’s Stations, Simple Supper and the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd presentation at the beginning of the Holy 
Hour on Wednesday.  Mary Archer was helpful in recruiting a crew of lectors (Kathy Hermeyer, Dave Boylan, Julie 
Hassler and herself) to provide readings for reflection and meditation during the Holy Hour. Christina Walters did an 
excellent job of coordinating the food at the Simple Supper, recruiting a number of parishioners to help provide  
delicious soups, breads and fruit.  And finally, I want to also give a big thank you to our fourteen children who read the 
reflections for the Children’s Stations, as well as the three additional who served. Thank you to all who contributed in 
various ways to make these events a success. 

CONGRATULATIONS:  Last weekend, Kyle Jaeger and Madelyn Walters, our two confirmands in our  
parish Confirmation Prep program received the Sacrament of Confirmation at the Cathedral of Saint Mary of the  
Immaculate Conception in Peoria.  Last fall, Nathan Lough and Thomas Makransky were confirmed with Trinity  
Catholic Academy in LaSalle. Also, Isabella Villalobos will soon be confirmed with Holy Cross School in Mendota. 
We are proud of all five of our parish confirmands!     

A PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT: Recently, I have had a few people share with me that they  
received a phony text, email, Facebook message or something of this sort in my name.  Sadly, this kind of thing  
happens fairly frequently, especially to priests and other ministers, as they expect people to trust us and want to help 
us.  Please do be very cautious about what you receive, allegedly from people you may know. And allow me to say 
clearly, I will never initiate a conversation via those sorts of communication methods that will ask you for any money, 
donations, or personal information.    

In Christ through Mary, 
Fr. Gifford 

St. Louis, pray for us! 
Blessed Mary, Queen Mother of the King of Kings, pray for us! 



Parish Staff 
Pastor   Fr Daniel Gifford      
            Email: stl.fr.gifford@gmail.com      
Deacon    John Murphy  
   Wk: 664-1155/Hm: 646-4723 
Trustees  Dan Legner 
   Mary Paula Schmitt 
Admin Assistant Paula Lough   
Business Manager Renee Toomey 
Director of Religious Education  Julia Mead 
  Email:  stl.juliamead@gmail.com 
Youth Coordinator  Caylee Kennedy 
        Email: stl.cayleekennedy@gmail.com 

  RCIA Coordinator  Susanna Prushinski 
  Email: stl.susannaprushinski@gmail.com 
 Maintenance Bill Uher 

Parish Office 

616 S Gosse Blvd., Princeton, IL 61356 
Office hours: Monday - Thursday ~ 8 am - 3 pm 

Friday ~ 8 am - noon 
Phone/Fax: (815) 879-0181  

 
Office of Religious Education Phone 815-872-3199  

E-mail: stlparishoffice@gmail.com 
Website: www.stlouisprinceton.org 

Other Sacramental Information 

Marriages ~ Call the parish office at least eight months    
before the wedding. 

Baptisms ~ Normally after 10:30 am Sunday Mass.        
Requires registration at St Louis Parish and participation in  
baptismal preparation (held the third Thursday of every odd 
month). Please wait until after the preparation to choose        
Godparents. Call parish office for more information.  

 

Other Information 
Rosary 
   Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday after Mass 
   Monday, Thursday, Saturday & Sunday before Mass. 

If going out of town 
  Locate Mass Times by visiting: www.MassTimes.org 

Bulletin Announcements  
 Submitted to Parish Office no later than noon  
 on Tuesday for publication the following Sunday. 

Joining the Parish 
Please call the Parish Office for an appointment. 

Eucharist Adoration is held in the Adoration Chapel at all 
times.   Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament/Benediction 
Tuesdays, 8 am - noon in the Chapel; Mondays & Thursdays 
in the Church from 4 - 5 pm 
 
Mass Schedule ~ Monday & Thursday—5:15 pm 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday—7:00 am 
Saturday Vigil—4:00 pm, Sunday—7:30, 9:00, 10:30 am 
 
Confessions 
Monday & Thursday  from 4:30-5:00 pm Saturday 3:00-
3:45 pm By appointment; Please call the Parish Office. 

SERVICE & FELLOWSHIP 

Church Monetary Support for the weekend of  
March 30/31, 2019 

Weekly Budget                  $7,250.00 
Amount Received  $5,784.00 
Amount Over/(Under) (1,466.00) 
 
Fiscal period July 1, 2018— March 31, 2019 
Amount needed to date  $282,750.00 
Amount received to date  $286,968.00 
Over (Under) budget to date                                        $4,188.00 
 
Children’s Offering  
Total this weekend  $49.00 
Fiscal year total  $682.25 

STEWARDSHIP 

Today the 2019 Annual Diocesan Appeal begins in our 
parish and throughout the Diocese of Peoria.  This is an 
opportunity to unite with all Catholics in our Diocese to 
share our blessings and to share God’s love with each  
other.  Remembering that a gift to this Appeal benefits 
both our parish and our Diocese, please give generously, 
as God has given to you.   

‘Ask the Holy Spirit 
what you should do 
to support Christ’s 
work, share God’s                            

gifts, and  
transform 

lives.’ 
 

SAVE THE DATE - St. Louis CCW will present a panel  
discussion featuring six men from our parish for its  
program on Tuesday, April 30 at 6 PM in Harkrader Hall. 
Father Daniel Gifford, Steve Harmon, Chris Williams, Dave 

Lawrence, Dave Boylan and Dave Roden will share their 
insights in dealing with challenges facing them in their lives, 
volunteer service and professions. A meal will be served and 
all are welcome to  attend. 

FOOD PANTRY UPDATE: Last weekend the Knights of 
Columbus collected 248 nonperishable food items and $1,131 

in monetary donations for the Bureau County Food Pantry. 
Thanks to all who continue to be so very generous. The  
Pantry staff (as always) was very pleased with the quality and 
variety of the items donated. The 60+ boxes of breakfast  
cereal was desperately needed. St. Louis parishioners have 
now contributed 17,844 nonperishable food items and 
$94,093 in monetary donations. 

Early Bulletin Submission!  
Please note announcements for the April 14th bulletin are 
due by Monday, April 8th at noon and the April 21st are 

due by Friday, April 12th by noon.   



LITURGY AND SACRAMENTS 

Mass Intentions 
Monday, April 8 Lenten Weekday  

 4:00 pm Eucharistic Adoration 

 5:15 pm + Louis & Margaret Cassidy  

  by Colleen Sailer 

 Tuesday, April 9 Lenten Weekday 

 7:00 am + Mary Ellen Dugosh 

 *9:00 am + Kenneth Kunkel 

 Wednesday, April 10 Lenten Weekday 

 7:00 am + James D Prendergast 

 Thursday, April 11 St. Stanislaus  

 4:00 pm  Eucharistic Adoration 

 5:15 pm +  Dave Sawitoski by Joanne Stocking 

Friday, April 12  Lenten Weekday 

 7:00 am       + Jean Maller 

Sat.  April 13       Vigil of the Fifth Sunday of Lent 

 4:00 pm  + Richard & Rose Mary Parisot  

 Sunday, April 14 Palm Sunday  

 7:30 am     People of the Parish 

 9:00 am +  Stevie Puhr by Linda Carter 

10:30 am   +  Vince Racina by Amie Neiman 

* Mass at Liberty Village 

Liturgical Roles 
 
Daily Servers  For April 8-12, 2019 
4-8 Brinley & Nolan Kloepping, 4-9 Brennan Roden,  
4-10 Jessica Carlone, 4-11 Sara Ruiz ,  
4-12 Simeon & Faustina Bystry  
 4:00 pm:  Saturday  April 13 
 Servers  Kennedy, Brinley & Nolan Kloepping 
 Lectors  Liz Dahlen, Mary Archer 
 Eucharistic  Mark Mead, Jim Whitmore 
 Sacristan  Linda Carter 
 Ushers  John Brokaw, Joel Quiram, Ray Carrington 
7:30 am: Sunday, April 14 
 Servers  Servers needed, please check in with Sacristy 
 Lectors  Rita Pacunus, Margaret Martinkus 
 Eucharistic  Mary Harmon, Rita Tracey 
 Sacristan  Julie Hassler 
 Ushers  Bill Uher, Tom Ballard, Tom Tracey 
9:00 am: Sunday, April 14 
Servers  Dillion Forbeck, Nick & Nate Lough 

 Lectors:  Steve Harmon, Sr. Anne Germaine 
 Eucharistic  Pat Galassi-Carlson, Caylee Kennedy 
 Sacristan  Peg Sandberg  
 Ushers Don Evans, Diane Evans, Tom Giehl 
10:30 am: Sunday, April 14 
 Servers  James Erwin, Tom Makransky, Brennan Roden  
 Lectors  Tracy Boylan-Roden and David Roden 
 Eucharistic  Patty Daluga, Cathy Trowbridge  
 Sacristan  Colleen and Christian Harmon 
 Ushers Andrew Sims, Patrick Mason, Jeff and  
 Michael Ellis 
Home Ministry ~  Pat Galassi-Carlson, Caylee Kennedy 
Nursing Homes ~  David and Susan Boylan, Bethany 
Brigham, Sr. Anne Germaine,  Charles Tiemann, Chris 
Williams 

Readings for the week of April 7, 2019 
Sunday:  Is 43:16-21/Ps 126:1-6/Phil 3:8-14/Jn 8:1-11  
Monday:  Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 /Ps 23:1-6/Jn 8:12-20 
Tuesday:  Nm 21:4-9/Ps 102:2-3, 16-21/Jn 8:21-30 
Wednesday:  Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95/Dn 3:52-56/Jn 8:31-42 
Thursday:  Gn 17:3-9/Ps 105:4-9/Jn 8:51-59 
Friday:  Jer 20:10-13/Ps 18:2-7/Jn 10:31-42 
Saturday:  Ez 37:21-28/Jer 31:10, 11-13/Jn 11:45-56 
Next Sunday:  Lk 19:28-40/Is 50:4-7/Ps 22:8-9, 17-20, 23-24/
Phil 2:6-11/Lk 22:14--23:561 

ADULT  DISCIPLESHIP 



Jr. High Youth Ministry!  Our last Jr. High Youth Ministry night for the semester is Wednesday, May 1st from 6-
7:30! We'll have games, snacks, and time to talk about some ways to keep growing in your faith over the summer! 
Stay tuned for more information regarding our summer activities!  
 
High School Youth Ministry!  Tonight, April 7, is our Incoming Freshman party! If you are a current 8th grader, 
you are welcome to start attending the high school group on Sunday nights from 7-9pm! Also, mark your calendar 
for next Sunday, April 14th. It's Palm Sunday and we will be having a Eucharistic procession around the Church. 
Parents of the high school students are welcome to attend! If you have any questions about what this is, please ask 
Caylee Kennedy and she will provide you with more details! Finally, we have two more Lenten Bible Studies. We 
will meet before youth ministry this week and next week at 5:30pm. Dinner will be provided to those who attend! 
Even if you haven't been attending, you are still welcome to come!  

YOUTH DISCIPLESHIP 

 Lent at Saint Louis Parish 2019 
  
 
Reconciliation Times  
7:45 – 8:15 am Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays 
4:30 – 5 pm Mondays and Thursdays 
3:00 – 3:45 pm Saturdays 
Area Wide Lenten Penance Service in Oglesby at  
Holy Family Church on April 11 from 6-8 pm  
 
Stations of the Cross 
Friday, April 12th at 5 pm in the Church 

FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP 

The High School Youth Ministry went bowling last Sunday and it was a great time! Stay tuned for other upcoming events! Be 
sure to like our Twitter (@stl_youthmin) and Instagram (stl_youth_ministry) page to see pictures and stay up to date with all our 
activities!   

                               Children’s Mass and Second Sunday 

All families of the parish are encouraged to attend the 10:30 am Children’s Mass on 
Sunday, April 14th.  

Pews toward the front will be reserved for families with young children. Please  
consider sitting in those pews. Father Gifford addresses his homilies at the  
children’s Masses to the children, and it would be helpful to have  
children there!   

Join fellow parishioners in the gym following the Mass for coffee & donuts  
and a chance for the children to play.  Host Family will be Scott and Abby Strickland and their children, 
Cooper, Madison and  Cole. 

The Knights of Columbus  
presented a check for $2,362.82 to 
Gateway Services of Princeton at 
their regular meeting of April 1, 

2019.  Knights members Kevin 
Atilano (left) and James Peacock 
(right) presented the check to  
Tracy Wright representing  
Gateway Services.  The donation 
was made possible through the 

annual Tootsie Roll Drive. 


