
  
 

  

 

Saint Louis Catholic Church 
Diocese of Peoria  Princeton, Illinois  

Second Sunday of Advent ~ December 8, 2019 

 

Eucharistic Adoration is held in the 
Adoration Chapel at all times.    

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament/
Benediction Tuesdays, 8 am - noon in 

the Chapel; Mondays & Thursdays in the 
Church from 4 - 5 pm 

Mass Schedule  
Monday & Thursday 5:15 pm 

Tuesday, Wednesday,  
Friday 7:00 am 

Saturday Vigil 4:00 pm,  
Sunday 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 am 

Confessions 
Monday & Thursday   
from 4:30-5:00 pm  

Saturday 3:00-3:45 pm  
By appointment; please call the 

Parish Office. 

“Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: all 
flesh shall see the salvation of God.“ -Gospel Acclamation Matthew 3 



Dear St. Louis Parishioners, 
Have you ever considered how others, who personally knew the Holy Family, would have related to the Virgin Mary?  

Tomorrow (Monday, December 9), we celebrate the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, which honors the mystery that this  
woman was conceived without original sin and was preserved from ever falling into sin for her entire life long.  How might those 
who knew her have reacted to her?  I think it is important to acknowledge that there would have been some who would have found 
it difficult to get along with her, perhaps even hated her.  Of course, this is not a mark of fault on her part, but of the nature of our 
own sinfulness.  Encountering the righteousness, and even holiness, of others has a way of magnifying our own faults and imper-
fections.  It can even evoke resentment within us and all manner of thoughts of unjust judgment.  Only by a careful examination of 
conscience can we recognize that it is not, in fact, the other person who is at fault.  This resentment is clearly a part of the deep 
brokenness of humanity due to original sin, accentuated to greater and lesser degrees depending on our own individual struggles, 
past experiences and sinfulness.  If we can make those crucial examinations of conscience, not only can we recognize that it is not 
truly the fault of the righteous person, but also that their righteousness is meant, in the Divine Plan, to inspire us to work humbly 
but persistently to correct those failings that we see so clearly in light of their goodness.  Rightly, then, we should also consider, 
how might Our Lady have inspired others, as well.  How might she have inspired greater virtue, greater piety, greater devotion and 
ultimately even repentance in those whom she met?  How can she be an inspiration to you and I?  It can be helpful to consider the 
concrete lived reality of Mary’s life, even in its extraordinary ordinariness, in order to more deeply appreciate how she can be an 
inspiration to us.  One thing that can be lacking in our ability to receive this inspiration that she offers can be the need to relate to 
her on a  human level.  For some, her Immaculate Conception can have a way of making her seem distant, unrelatable and  
inaccessible.  But, the reality is that she lived in the same broken world as you and I.  Her Immaculate Conception can  
inspire us to consider how unnatural our experience of humanity really is, since the beauty of God’s design in its original purity 
has been deformed by original sin.  Mary is not less human than you or I, precisely because our brokenness makes us less human, 
not more.  In a very real sense, she is more human than you or I, although it might be difficult for us to see her that way.  One of 
our statues of Our Lady (front cover), which sits in the hallway between the Church and Harkrader Hall, depicts Mary in a manner 
that might be uniquely relatable to some.  There is a kind of motion to this statue that seems to capture a uniquely human moment, 
in a manner that even seems to represent a bit of distress, which is nonetheless contained within a kind of intangible peacefulness.  
By her example and intercession, may she teach us to have this same peace, which is rooted in the trust born of living life in  
communion with God. 

GRADUAL PREPARATION FOR CHRISTMAS: You may have heard me share before that one of my practical  
recommendations for Keeping Christ in Advent is to be gradual in our decorations and other preparations for Christmas.  Perhaps 
families and homes could even develop customs of putting out one or two new items every week or every day, throughout Advent, 
so that the season begins with the kind of peaceful simplicity that is truly meant to define it and  
Christmas seems to very gradually come nearer and nearer.  You might notice we have been doing this by our Advent  
bulletins in this New Liturgical Year.  We have been gradually “filling the nativity scene,” by featuring Saint Joseph last week and 
Our Blessed Mother, Mary this week.  Get ready, because next week, we will add an Angel to our set! 

SPEAKING OF MARY: In addition to featuring Mary in the bulletin this weekend, we are now in week two of an  
Advent homily series, which focuses on the Blessed Mother, her example and her perspective.  Sometimes, giving “all this  
attention” to Mary can prompt some questions, perhaps especially from our non-Catholic family and friends.  Perhaps we might 
relate to those questions or concerns ourselves, or at least we might not be sure how to respond to the questions that others bring to 
us.  Does all this talk of Mary take the focus off of the Lord?  Does God want us to have this kind of devotion to her?  Is any of 
this found in Scripture?  Before Advent is through, I will address some of these perfectly valid and quite important questions in the 
homilies.  However, other questions will still remain.  It is worth taking time to deepen our  
understanding of the role God planned for Mary to play in our faith and how Sacred Scripture offers us evidence of that.  Thank-
fully, there are a few good series on FORMED.ORG that will help with this.  One is “Lectio: Mary with Dr. Brandt Pitre” and the 
other is “The Bible and the Virgin Mary: Journey Through Scripture.”   

REMINDER ABOUT INFORMATION TABLES: Recently, I have had a few more instances of stumbling upon  
random devotional items left at the information tables.  This is a reminder that I periodically have to make again.  Everything 
placed on the information tables must be approved by me.  It is not appropriate to place devotional items that have not been  
specifically approved  on the information tables.  This is a practice that I suspect is probably done with the good intention of  
sharing things with others, and may even have been endorsed or permitted in the past.  However, the reason it is my  
preference that the information tables are not the place for that kind of sharing is two-fold.  First, it simply begins to clutter the 
tables, which are meant to be places where approved and important information and resources can be easily found.   
Second, the content of any devotional materials should be reviewed, as some things might contain elements that are  
problematic and should not be presented in a manner that implies that they are “endorsed” by Saint Louis Parish.  These two rea-
sons combine to make it quite an unmanageable situation, if we were to allow people to bring in any random devotional materials 
they wished to pass along.  On a related note, Living Faith is the only periodic devotional that is approved for  
distribution in our adoration chapel.  Thanks for your attention to this matter.   
 UNFORTUNATE NEWS: I encourage you to read the press release from the Diocese of Peoria, on our website or 

through the Catholic Post, regarding the surprising and disappointing news about the postponement of the beatification of Fulton 

Sheen. May we continue to keep this cause in our prayers, entrusting it into the hands of Our Blessed Mother.         

 
In Christ through Mary, 

Fr. Gifford 
 

St. Louis, pray for us! 
Blessed Mary, Queen Mother of the King of Kings, pray for us! 



Other Sacramental Information 

Marriages ~ Call the parish office at least eight months    
before the wedding. 

Baptisms ~ Normally after 10:30 am Sunday Mass.        
Requires registration at St Louis Parish and participation 
in  baptismal preparation (held the third Thursday of every 
odd month). Please wait until after the preparation to 
choose        Godparents. Call parish office for more infor-
mation.  

Other Information 
Rosary 
   Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday after Mass 
   Monday and Thursday before Mass. 

If going out of town 
  Locate Mass Times by visiting: www.MassTimes.org 

Bulletin Announcements  
 Submitted to Parish Office no later than noon  
 on Tuesday for publication the following Sunday. 

Joining the Parish 
Please call the Parish Office for an appointment. 

Parish Staff 
Pastor   Fr Daniel Gifford      
            Email: stl.fr.gifford@gmail.com      
Deacon    John Murphy  
   Wk: 664-1155/Hm: 646-4723 
Trustees  Dan Legner 
   Mary Paula Schmitt 
Admin Assistant Paula Lough   
Business Manager Renee Toomey 
Director of Religious Education  Julia Mead 
  Email:  stl.juliamead@gmail.com 
Youth Coordinator  Caylee Kennedy 
        Email: stl.cayleekennedy@gmail.com 

  RCIA Coordinator  Susanna Prushinski 
  Email: stl.susannaprushinski@gmail.com 
 Maintenance Bill Uher 

Parish Office 

616 S Gosse Blvd., Princeton, IL 61356 
Office hours: Monday - Thursday ~ 8 am - 3 pm 

Friday ~ 8 am - noon 
Phone/Fax: (815) 879-0181  

 
Office of Religious Education Phone 815-872-3199  

E-mail: stlparishoffice@gmail.com 
Website: www.stlouisprinceton.org 

Church Monetary Support for the weekends of  
November 23/24/ &  November 30/December 1, 2019 

 
Nov 23/24 
Weekly Budget                  $7,250.00 
Amount Received  $5,453.00 
Amount Over/(Under)                                            ($1,797.00) 
   
Nov 30/Dec 1 
Weekly Budget                  $7,250.00 
Amount Received  $8,602.00 
Amount Over/(Under)                                             $1,352.00 
 
 
Fiscal period July 1, 2019— June 30, 2020 
Amount needed to date  $159,500.00 
Amount received to date   $150,630.45 
Over (Under) budget to date                                 ($8,869.55)   
 
Children’s Offering  
Total Nov 23/24 weekend                                            $18.00 
Total Nov 30/ Dec 1 weekend                                      $12.00
  
Fiscal year total  $358.26 

STEWARDSHIP 

Readings for the week of December 8, 2019 
Sunday:  Is 11:1-10/ Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 19 /Rom 15:4-9/
Mt 3:1-12 
Monday:  Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1-4/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 
1:26-38 
Tuesday:  Is 40:1-11/Ps 96:1-3 and 10-13/Mt 18:12-14 
Wednesday:  Is 40:25-31/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and 10/Mt 
11:28-30 
Thursday:  Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25/Ps 71:3--6, 16-17/Lk 1:5-25 
Friday: Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/Mt 11:16-19 
Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19/ 
Mt 17:9, 10-13 
Next Sunday: Is 35:1-6, 10/ Ps 146:6-10/Jas 5:7-10/ 
Mt 11:2-11 

For those age 70 ½  
There is good news if you have reached age 70 ½ and you would like 
to help support the ministries of St. Louis Parish! If you have an IRA, 
the government requires you to take out a certain amount each year 
and be subject to federal tax. However, the law allows you to donate 
this amount DIRECTLY to St. Louis during 2019 and have it  
distributed free of federal income tax! 
What a wonderful opportunity for those 70 ½ to help support St.  
Louis! Please contact the person that handles your retirement plan or 
your tax advisor. 

FOOD PANTRY UPDATE: In November, the 
Knights of Columbus collected 244 nonperishable food 
items and $1,364 in monetary donations for the Bureau 
County Food Pantry. The Pantry staff was amazed at 
the breakfast cereal, peanut butter, sweet potatoes and 
cranberries that were delivered, along with many other 
high need items. All were desperately needed as the 
shelves were quite bare. St. Louis parishioners have 
now contributed 19,492 nonperishable food items and 
$103,147 in monetary donations. Thanks to all for  
helping the hungry!  

Angel tree gifts are due in the  
Parish Office by Tuesday, Dec. 
17th.  Please make sure the  
original paper ornament is attached 
to the gift.  Any questions, please 
call Irene Milligan at 352-502-

6754.  Thank you for your generosity.  



LITURGY AND SACRAMENTS 

Mass Intentions 
Monday, December 9 The Immaculate Conception of the 

           Blessed Virgin Mary 

7:00 am              +Bill & Roger Flemming  

                             by Joanne Stocking 

4:00 pm  Eucharistic Adoration 

5:15  pm + Edward & Iola Carlson 

Tuesday, December 10  Advent Weekday   

 7:00 am + Jill Bystry Thompson 

* 9:00 am + Fr. James King  

 Wednesday, December 11 St. Damasus I 

 7:00 am + Bill Sharkey    

Thursday, December 12  Our Lady of Guadalupe     

 4:00 pm  Eucharistic Adoration 

 5:15  pm + Dave Sawitoski by Amie Neiman 

 Friday, December 13  St. Lucy   

  7:00 am            + James D. Prendergast 

 Saturday, December 14 Vigil of the Third Sunday of  

   Advent   

 4:00 pm  +  Mary Anne Minneci by Amie Neiman  

Sunday, December 15 Third Sunday of Advent 

 7:30 am               + Dale & Carol DeSkeere  

                                 by Colleen Sailer   

  9:00 am + Mary Ellen Dugosh  

       By Lynne Webber & Vicky DeMay      

10:30 am               People of the Parish 

*Aperion  

Liturgical Roles 
 
Daily Servers  For December 9-13, 2019  12-9 Ben Larsen, 
12-10 Brennan Roden, 12-11 Luke Smith, 12-12 Bystry’s, 
12-13 David Kunkel 
 
4:00 pm:  Saturday  December 14  
 Servers  Tim & Debbie Daluga, Sara Ruiz 
 Lectors  Liz Dahlen, Bob Schabow 
 Eucharistic  Mandy Robinson, Jim Whitmore 
 Sacristan  Peg Sandberg, Emilee Merkel 
 Ushers  John Brokaw, Joel Quiram, Ray Carrington 
7:30 am: Sunday,  December 15 
 Servers  Servers needed, please check in at Sacristy 
 Lectors Rita Pacunus, Luke Atilano   
 Eucharistic  Patty Daluga, Charles Tiemann 
 Sacristan  Lori Atilano 
 Ushers  Bill Uher, Tom Ballard, Tom Tracey 
9:00 am: Sunday,  December 15 
 Servers  James Erwin, David Kunkel, Ben Larsen 
 Lectors  Steve Harmon, Tim Kunkel 
 Eucharistic  Gene Menard, Ginger Murphy  
 Sacristan  Colleen & Christian Harmon 
 Ushers Don & Diane Evans, Tom Giehl 
 Cantor Mary Kieffer 
10:30 am: Sunday, December 15 
 Servers  Jack Ellis, Emma Mavity, Luke Smith, 
               Lilly Wray 
 Lectors  Mary Archer, Cathy Trowbridge 
 Eucharistic  Mark Mead, Chris Williams 
 Sacristan  Chris Romagnoli  
 Ushers Andrew Sims, Patrick Mason,  
 Jeff and Michael Ellis 
 Cantor Clare Suarez 
Home Ministry ~  Gene Menard, Ginger Murphy  
Nursing Homes ~  Dave Boylan, Bethany Brigham,  
Pat Galassi-Carlson, Linda Carter, Mary Harmon  

Please remember to pray for  Vocations to 
the Priesthood and Religious Life especially 
from  St. Louis Parish!    

St. Therese,  Patroness of   
Vocations, pray for us! 

 
The family of Michael Bickett would like to thank anyone 
who helped make Mike’s life better during his lengthy  
illness, especially Father Gifford and the Eucharistic  
Ministers who ministered to his spiritual needs. Prayers, 
Mass Offerings, cards and memorial donations were very 
much appreciated. Also, our thanks to Clare Suarez for 
providing beautiful music for Mike’s funeral Mass, and 
going above and beyond to accommodate our  
granddaughter’s participation. Finally, we would like to 
extend our gratitude to the ladies of the CCW who donated 
food, worked and prepared a delicious dinner. It makes one 
grateful for belonging to a wonderful parish family like St. 
Louis Catholic Church.   

CCW Christmas Memorial 
Flowers:  An order form for 
Christmas Memorial Flowers 
is available on the  
information tables. Please 
return the completed form & 
donation in the collection 
basket or the Parish office 
before December 20th. 
Please carefully print all names.  If you have any  
questions, please call Ginger Murphy at 815-646-4731. 
Thank You for helping us decorate the  
sanctuary for Christmas!!  



YOUTH DISCIPLESHIP FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP 

 
Parent Atria will be held the week of  
December 10, 11 and 12. All parents with 
a child in Catechesis of the Good  
Shepherd should attend. If you have 
more than one child in different sessions, 
you need attend only one of the sessions. 
Advent means the arrival of a notable 

person, thing or event. As we prepare to celebrate 
the first coming of Jesus Christ as a  
baby in Bethlehem, we'll consider ways of coming 
into His Presence in the here and now: in the 
Atrium, in the family, and in the Sacraments - 
most notably, the Most Blessed Sacrament. 
Please contact Julia if you have any questions. 

Jr. High Youth Ministry! Our next Jr. High Youth 
Ministry night will be Sunday January 12th, 5:30-
7pm! If you are in 7th or 8th grade, you are  
welcome to attend!  

 

High School Youth Ministry!  Youth ministry will 
meet this Sunday from 7-8:30pm! Join us for games, 
snacks, and a short discussion on our Blessed  
Mother Mary! Also mark your calendar for  
December 15th which is our last youth ministry 
gathering for the semester and our Christmas party!  

What’s Happening at St. Louis this Week 

Sun., December 8th 
CCW Cookie Walk after each Mass 
Second Sunday Stay n’ Play after 10:30 Mass 

High School Ministry night 7 - 8:30 pm 
Mon, December 9th   
Feast of Immaculate Conception Mass 7 am & 5:15 pm 
Men’s Study 6:00 pm 
Tues.,  December 10th 
Eucharistic Adoration in the Chapel 8-noon  
CGS Parent Atria - Last 1/2 hour of your child's session  
CGS (Level One & Level Three) 3:30 - 5:00 pm 
CGS (Level One & Level Three) 6:00 - 7:30 pm 
First Year Confirmation Class 6:00 - 7:30 pm 
Wed, December 11th 
CGS Parent Atria - Last 1/2 hour of your child's session  
CGS (Level One & Level Two) 3:30 - 5:00 pm   
CGS (Level Two)  6:00 - 7:30 pm 
Second Year Confirmation Class  6:00 - 7:30 pm 
Thur., December 12th  
CGS Parent Atria - Last 1/2 hour of your child's session  
CGS (Level Two)  3:30 - 5:00 pm 
Spiritually Thirsty Thursday 7:00 - 9:00 pm  
Holy Hour with Confessions 7:00  pm 
Fri.,  December 13th  
The Word of God Women’s Prayer Group 8-9:00 am  

Advent Reconciliation Opportunities: 
Available six days each week:   
Monday, Thursday: 4:30-5 PM; 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday: 7:45-8:15 AM;  
Saturday: 3-3:45 PM 
 
Holy Hour with Confessions:  
Thursday, December 12th, 7 PM 
 
Available after each Mass, Saturday,  
December 21st - Sunday, December 22nd. 
 
Regional Penance Service:  
Hosted at St. Valentine’s Church in Peru on December 
19th at 6:15 pm. 
 
Special Mass Times: 
Feast of the Immaculate Conception -  
Monday, December 9th: Masses at 7 AM & 5:15 PM* 
Christmas Eve - Tuesday, December 24th:  
Masses at 4 PM, 7 PM and 10 PM** 
Christmas Day - Wednesday, December 25th:  
Mass at 9 AM** 
Vigil of Mary, Mother of God - Tuesday,  
December 31: Mass at 5:15 PM*** 
Feast of Mary, Mother of God - Wednesday, January 
1: Masses at 9 AM & 5:15 PM*** 
 
* Due to it falling on a Monday, Immaculate  
Conception is still a Holy Day, but is NOT a  
Holy Day of Obligation this year.  
 
** Christmas is a Holy Day of Obligation.  All the faith-
ful are obliged to attend Mass on either Tuesday or 
Wednesday 
 
*** Mary, Mother of God is a Holy Day of  
Obligation.  All the faithful are obliged to attend Mass 
on either Tuesday or Wednesday. 

There is still time to sign up 
for the annual CCW  
Christmas party, held in 
Harkrader Hall from 6 to 8 
p.m, Tues., Dec. 17.  Cost is 

$15 which includes a delicious catered meal from 
Park Tavern.  Even if you haven't been to any meet-
ings, we would still love to have you join us.  Any 
questions, please call Irene Milligan, 352-502-6754. 

YOUNG ADULT DISCIPLESHIP 

Young Adult Ministry ~ December 12th is the 
parish's Advent adoration and confession night from 
7-8pm. This will double as our next Spiritually 
Thirsty Thursday and we will have games and pizza 
in the hall following adoration! 


