
   

 

Saint Louis Catholic Church 
Diocese of Peoria Princeton, Illinois  

The First Sunday Of Lent March 1, 2020 

 
Eucharistic Adoration is held in the 

Adoration Chapel at all times.    
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament/
Benediction Tuesdays, 8 am - noon in 

the Chapel; Mondays & Thursdays in the 
Church from 4 - 5 pm 

Mass Schedule  
Monday & Thursday 5:15 pm 

Tuesday, Wednesday,  
Friday 7:00 am 

Saturday Vigil 4:00 pm,  
Sunday 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 am 

Confessions 
Monday & Thursday   
from 4:30-5:00 pm  

Saturday 3:00-3:45 pm  
By appointment; please call the 

Parish Office. 

Praying for 20/20 Vision,  
As We Contemplate the Humility of Christ 

JOIN US FOR  A  
HOLY HOUR FOR THE RECONCILIATION OF ALL GOD’S CHILDREN 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4TH 7PM IN THE CHURCH 
 



“A silly idea is current that good people do not know what temptation means. This is an obvious lie. Only those who try 
to resist temptation know how strong it is. After all… You find out the strength of a wind by trying to walk against it, not by lying 
down. A man who gives in to temptation after five minutes simply does not know what it would have been like an hour later... We 
never find out the strength of the evil impulse inside us until we try to fight it: and Christ, because He was the only man who never 
yielded to temptation, is also the only man who knows to the full what temptation means.” If this profound reflection on tempta-
tion sounds familiar, you may have read the classic work Mere Christianity, by C.S. Lewis.  It is what comes to my mind, when I 
look at the Third Station of the Cross (front cover).  The intensity with which Christ is weighed down by the weight of the cross 
might remind us of the heavy weight of temptation, which so often bears down on us. Only the one who has resisted the temptation 
to lay down the cross knows how heavy it really is. The one who gives up can hold no claim to this knowledge.  Christ knows the 
weight of our cross, for He has carried it with and for us, has fallen continuously beneath it, and has persevered to the very end.  In 
this weekend’s readings, we see the deliberate contrast between the fall of man, beneath this weight of temptation, and the victory 
of Christ, beneath the same weight of temptation in the desert.  As we read Saint Paul’s letter to the Romans, it becomes clear that 
Christ’s victory after our fall is meant to give us a true new beginning.  Lent is a time to gratefully and humbly, yet confidently,  
accept the gift of this new beginning and unite our hearts to King David’s prayer of repentance in our Responsorial Psalm: Be 
Merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.  Let us come to the Lord, with this prayer on our lips, as He falls beneath the weight of our 
giving in to temptation. And as He rises again to persevere in carrying our cross with and for us, let us also rise with Him. Let us 
rise to discover the true weight of temptation, not by giving in, but by persevering with Him, however many times we fall beneath 
its heavy weight. 

    
HOLY HOUR FOR THE RECONCILIATION OF ALL GOD’S CHILDREN: 

PRAYING FOR 20/20 VISION AS WE CONTEMPLATE THE HUMILITY OF CHRIST 
  

We find this new beginning, which enables us to rise again and carry our cross with Him, in the place where we come to 
Him with the confession of our sin upon our lips: the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  As you know by now, I try very hard to give as 
many opportunities (listed elsewhere in the bulletin) as possible for you all to receive this great sacrament of healing, which have 
usually included a “Holy Hour with Confessions,” typically toward the middle or end of the season.  This year, we are slightly 
revamping this as a part of the “20/20 Vision” series of Holy Hours.  This change makes it a fitting thing to do early in the season, 
rather than later.  In fact, it will be just one week after Ash Wednesday.  Instead of simply encouraging people to come if they 
think it will be a good time to make their own annual Lenten confession, we are going to make Reconciliation available at a Holy 
Hour in which we invite all of God’s people to come humbly before the Lord, who humbles Himself before us in the Holy Eucha-
rist, to pray for an intention that should remain in our prayers throughout the season (hence the fittingness of starting off the season 
by praying for it early on).  We are gathering to pray that, in this season of renewal and conversion, all of God’s children would 
receive the grace of being reconciled with God and with the Body of Christ, the Church. There is certainly a great need to acquire 
more deeply the gift of clarity of sight regarding the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  Toward that end, there are many questions we 
should ask ourselves - and we might find that they apply to ourselves or to others, for whom we intend to pray during the holy 
hour, or both. Each of these questions identifies wounds in our hearts that the Lord wants to heal. Do we see clearly that the sacra-
ment is indeed, not an imposition, but rather a gift of grace and healing? At the same time, do we see clearly that it is indeed neces-
sary for all Christians? Do we realize that we really need it? Do we take God’s Mercy for granted and thus fall into the greater sin 
of presumption (Sirach 5; Catechism of the Catholic Church 2092)? Do we allow the examination of conscience at the beginning 
of Mass to prompt us to honestly examine whether we are prepared to receive Holy Communion, so that we don’t receive un-
worthily and thus commit sacrilege (1 Corinthians 11:23-34)? Do we see the Sacrament of Reconciliation as accessible and availa-
ble to us? Do we have an undue fear or reluctance toward it? Are we afraid that the priest will judge us or look down on us for our 
sins, rather than looking on us as a healer who speaks and acts as an ambassador of the Divine Physician? Do we lack confidence 
that the Sacrament will actually make a difference in our lives? Are we held back by being discouraged by our persistence in “the 
same old sins”?  Do we find ourselves falling into sins that are new to us and feel that we are now in a darker place than we have 
ever been before, feeling paralyzed by the fear that we have fallen too far?  Do we find it hard to believe that even God could love 
and forgive us? Have we had a painful, difficult or even traumatic experience in the confessional in the past that prevents us from 
wanting to return? Let me address that last one briefly. There can be a rather wide range of “bad experiences” one might have had 
in confession that might color their view of the sacrament thereafter. Some of these experiences are the kind that, as we grow in 
wisdom and maturity, we begin to realize that our perception was influenced by our own wounds and insecurities. In this case, as 
we have begun to find healing over time, we may be ready to recognize that returning to the sacrament is an essential next step in 
that process of healing. In other cases, we may truly have been treated wrongly by a priest who failed in mercy that day. While I 
do believe this is not the experience of most Catholics most of the time, it would be naive and unrealistic to fail to acknowledge 
that it can happen. The amazing thing about the sacrament is that the grace of God’s forgiveness is imparted by the words of abso-
lution themselves, regardless of the holiness of the priest (or lack thereof)! So, even if his words of counsel lacked the kind of en-
couragement and hope we find in the Merciful Love of God, the depths of that Mercy can still pour from the same lips in the 
words of absolution. I would be happy to talk about your experience with you, if you’d like. I won’t claim to be able to speak for 
what was said, how it was said or why.  But, simply put, priests share the same broken human condition with all of humanity. Per-
haps there is a genuine character flaw in him that might even be understood by the adage Deacon quoted last week: hurt people 
hurt people. Perhaps he was tired or having a difficult day or had some other reason that is not your fault for not being at his best. 
Perhaps he even realized and deeply regretted what he said or how he said it, confessed it in his own confession and strives hum-
bly by God’s grace to not repeat the same mistake. I don’t know and it’s not my place to judge. But, either way, I am very sorry - 
and I say this acknowledging with a heavy heart that it may have even been me when I was not at my finest - and hope that you 
will not allow this experience to keep you forever from the Healing Mercy the Lord wants to give you in the Sacrament of Recon-
ciliation.  God bless you all. I hope you can join us in prayer on Wednesday.             
 

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER GIFFORD 



Other Sacramental Information 

Marriages ~ Call the parish office at least eight months    
before the wedding. 

Baptisms ~ Normally after 10:30 am Sunday Mass.        
Requires registration at St Louis Parish and participation 
in  baptismal preparation (held the third Thursday of eve-
ry odd month). Please wait until after the preparation to 
choose Godparents. Call parish office for more  
information.  

Other Information 
Rosary 
   Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday after Mass 
   Monday and Thursday before Mass. 

If going out of town 
  Locate Mass Times by visiting: www.MassTimes.org 

Bulletin Announcements  
 Submitted to Parish Office no later than noon  
 on Tuesday for publication the following Sunday. 

Joining the Parish 
Please call the Parish Office for an appointment. 

Parish Staff 
Pastor   Fr Daniel Gifford      
            Email: stl.fr.gifford@gmail.com      
Deacon    John Murphy  
   Wk: 664-1155/Hm: 646-4723 
Trustees  Dan Legner 
   Mary Paula Schmitt 
Admin Assistant Paula Lough   
Business Manager Renee Toomey 
Director of Religious Education  Julia Mead 
  Email:  stl.juliamead@gmail.com 
Youth Coordinator  Caylee Kennedy 
        Email: stl.cayleekennedy@gmail.com 

  RCIA Coordinator  Susanna Prushinski 
  Email: stl.susannaprushinski@gmail.com 
 Maintenance Bill Uher 

Parish Office 

616 S Gosse Blvd., Princeton, IL 61356 
Office hours: Monday - Thursday ~ 8 am - 3 pm 

Friday ~ 8 am - noon 
Phone: (815) 879-0181  

 
E-mail: stlparishoffice@gmail.com 
Website: www.stlouisprinceton.org 

Church Monetary Support for the weekend of  
February 29/ March 1 2020 

 
Weekly Budget                  $7,250.00 
Amount Received  $6,525.00 
Amount Over/(Under)                                             ( $725.00) 
 
Fiscal period July 1, 2019— June 30, 2020 
Amount needed to date  $246,500.00 
Amount received to date   $256,799.45 
Over (Under) budget to date                                $ 10,299.45   
 
Children’s Offering  
Total weekend                                        $20.00 
Fiscal year total                                                          $665.54 

STEWARDSHIP 

Readings for the week of March 1, 2020 
 

Sunday: Gn 2:7-9; 3:1-7/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 17 [cf. 3a]/Rom 
5:12-19 or 5:12, 17-19/Mt 4:1-11 
Monday: Lv 19:1-2, 11-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15 /Mt 25:31-46 
Tuesday: Is 55:10-11/Ps 34:4-5, 6-7, 16-17, 18-19 /Mt 6:7-15 
Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19/Lk 11:29-32 
Thursday: Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8 /
Mt 7:7-12 
Friday: Ez 18:21-28/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-7a, 7bc-8/Mt 5:20-26 
Saturday: Dt 26:16-19/Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8 [1b]/Mt 5:43-48 
Next Sunday: Gn 12:1-4a/Ps 33;4-5, 18-19, 20, 22/2 Tm 1:8b-
10/Mt 17:1-9 

Please remember to pray for Vocations to the 
Priesthood and Religious Life especially  

from  St. Louis Parish!    
St. Therese,  Patroness of  Vocations, pray for us! 

MARK YOUR  
CALENDAR!  

    St. Louis Fish Fry 
   FRIDAY, MARCH 13TH 

 
Fish Fry sign up sheets  to work 
and/or donate  a dessert are  
located on the information table in 
the foyer of Harkrader Hall.  

FISH FRY HELP NEEDED!! 
We still need help for the March 13th Lenten Fish Fry in the 
following areas: 
 Thursday morning-fish delivery 
 Friday morning 9 am - fish cutting 
 Friday 4-6 and 6-8pm- dish washing,  various other   
 jobs on Friday night, and dessert donations, too!  
 Jr. High/HS aged kids are needed to bus tables and 
 clean trays. 
Please contact Laury Mavity at 815-915-6360 if you are able to 
help, or sign up on the information table in Harkrader Hall  
Foyer. 

Our parish children have been a part 
of the Greenhouse project for several 
years. As our Annual Plant Sale will 
be in early May, the children are  
invited to assist with the initial  
planting on Saturday, March 7, 1-2  
pm. Weekly Greenhouse activities 
will be scheduled soon. For more information, call Cathy  
Trowbridge at 815-876-6952.  

The Glimmer of Comfort Grief Support Group for women 
who have lost children from an illness, accident, suicide or 
miscarriage will be held on Tuesday, March 3 at 6 PM at 121 
Miles Court, Princeton.  Shelley Gorenz, professional  
counselor, facilitates the gathering. There are no requirements 
to be a part of this group....all grieving mothers are welcome. 
For more information,  call Jeanie Gelsomino at (815) 872-
6571. Thank you . 



LITURGY AND SACRAMENTS 

Mass Intentions 
Monday, March 2 Lenten Weekday   

 4:00 pm Eucharistic Adoration 

 5:15  pm + Mary Peterson 

Tuesday, March 3 Saint Katharine Drexel, Virgin   

 7:00 am +Tom Makransky 

* 9:00 am +Donna Keener 

 Wednesday, March 4 St. Casimir 

 7:00 am + James Prendergast 

Thursday, March 5 Lenten Weekday 

 4:00 pm  Eucharistic Adoration 

 5:15  pm +Pauline Arkels 

 Friday, March 6 Lenten Weekday 

 7:00 am +Deb Funfsinn by Bill & Janet Politsch 

Saturday, March 7  Vigil of the Second  Sunday of Lent  

 4:00 pm + Gene Stocking by Joanne Stocking    

Sunday, March 8  First Sunday in Lent 

 7:30 am People of the Parish      

 9:00 am +Mike Milligan by Irene Milligan  

10:30 am  +Charles Ehrmantraut 

* Liberty Village                      

Liturgical Roles 
 

Daily Servers  For March 2-6, 2020  3-2 Brinley &  
Nolan Kloepping, 3-3 Brennan Roden, 3-4 David  
Kunkel, 3-5 Sara Ruiz, 3-6 Daniel Mead 
 
4:00 pm:  Saturday, March 7 
 Servers  Kennedy, Nolan & Brinley Kloepping  
 Lectors  Peacock Family 
 EMHC  Mandy Robinson. Tim Smith 
 Sacristan Tim & Luke Smith 
 Ushers  Rick Torri, Mike Boesch, John Cotter,  
             Tim Hermeyer 

   
7:30 am: Sunday,  March 8 
 Servers Brady Peach 
 Lectors Mary Paula Schmitt, Morgan Richards 
 EMHC Mary Harmon, Charles Tiemann 
 Sacristan Joann Bowman 
 Ushers  Mike Farley, Wayne Stone, Gary Blessman,  
               Dennis Thompson 
 
9:00 am: Sunday, March 8 
 Servers  Luke Bowen, Jessica Carlone, David Kunkel  
 Lectors  Diane & Mario Carlone 
 EMHC  Linda Carter, Mandy Robinson 
 Sacristan Peg Sandberg 
 Cantor David Gorenz 
 Ushers Jim Whiteaker, Quint Quiram, Dan Legner                                                                                                                             
  

10:30 am: Sunday, March 8 
 Servers  Kyle & Jackson Mason, Emma Mavity  
 Lectors  David Roden, Emma Roden 
 EMHC  Bethany Brigham, David Lawrence  
 Sacristan Chris Romagnoli  
 Cantor Mary Kieffer 
 Ushers Bob Hartwig, Chris Romagnoli, Ken Lough                      
               
 Home Ministry ~  Linda Carter, Mandy Robinson 
 
Nursing Homes ~ Dave Boylan, Pat Galassi-Carlson, 
Patty Daluga, Colleen Harmon 

20/20 Holy 

Hours—7 pm 

 

Wed, March 4th 

For the Reconciliation  

  of All God’s Children  

 

Tuesday, April 21st 

For Vocations To the Priesthood and  

  Consecrated Life 

FOOD PANTRY UPDATE: Last weekend the 
Knights of  Columbus collected 279 nonperishable 
food items and $996 in monetary donations for the 
Bureau County Food Pantry. As usual, the Pantry 
staff were very pleased with the quantity and quality 
of your donations. There were many of the high need 
items: breakfast cereal, canned fruit and peanut  
butter. St. Louis parishioners have now contributed 
20,179 nonperishable food items and $106,844 in 
monetary donations. Many thanks to all of you who 
support the needy in our community so generously.  

Illinois Valley Cursillo Ultreya 
Lay Leader Bill Dekowski will be Master of Ceremonies at the 
Saturday March 14 Illinois Valley Cursillo Ultreya being held 
at St. Peter & Paul's Catholic Church, Peterstown.  Potluck  
dinner will commence at 6:00 p.m. with the meat being provid-
ed by the Steering Committee.  Those coming are asked to bring 
a dish to pass.  Much anticipation as Deacon Dan O'Connor will 
announce the Rector and Rectora for the upcoming June Cur-
sillo Weekends. As always, all are invited who have attended a 
Cursillo, Via de Cristo, Walk to Emmaus, Tres Dias, or The 
Way  three-day spiritual renewal program.   Peterstown is locat-
ed about one mile west of Rt. 251 at the junction of E. First 
Road and N. 39th Road (dubbed Peterstown Road).  For further 
information call Lay Leader Bill Dekowski at (815) 663-7188 
or Publicity Chair Loretta Volker at (815) 875-1330. 

OUR TABLE St. Louis will be providing a meal for Our 
Table  March 9th, at the Methodist Church. A sign up sheet 
is on the information table in the Harkrader Hall’s foyer. 
Thank you for helping with this project. If you have any 
questions, please call  Marcia Obenhaus at 815-878-1812.  



FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP 

What’s Happening at St. Louis Parish 

 
Sunday, March 1 
High School Youth Ministry Night 7—8:30 pm 
 
Monday, March 2 
Knights of Columbus Meeting  6:30 -7:30 pm 
 
Tuesday, March 3 
Eucharistic Adoration in the Chapel 8-noon  
CGS (Level One & Level Three) 3:30 - 5:00 pm 
CGS (Level One & Level Three) 6:00 - 7:30 pm 
First Year Confirmation Class 6:00 - 7:30 pm 
Glimmer of Comfort Grief Support Group 6 pm at 121 Miles Crt. 
No Greater Love: A Biblical Walk Through Christ’s Passion  6-7:30 pm 
 
Wednesday, March 4 
CGS (Level One & Level Two) 3:30 - 5:00 pm   
CGS (Level Two)  6:00 - 7:30 pm 
Second Year Confirmation Class  6:00 - 7:30 pm 
Holy Hour For the Reconciliation of All of God’s Children 7 pm 
 
Thursday, March 5 
CGS (Level Two)  3:30 - 5:00 pm 
RCIA 6:15—7:45 pm 
 
Friday, March 6 
The Word of God Women’s Prayer Group  8:00 - 9:00 am    
Stations of the Cross 5:00 pm  
 
Saturday, March 7  
Parent Day of Recollection 9 am—Noon  
Greenhouse Initial Planting 1—2 pm 
 

Jr. High Youth Ministry! Our next Jr. High Youth Ministry night 
will be Sunday, March 8th from 5:30-7! If you are in 7th or 8th 
grade, you are welcome to attend! We'll have snacks, games, and 
opportunities to enter into Lent with Eucharistic Adoration! We 
hope to see you there!  
 
High School Youth Ministry!   If you are in high school, join us 
this Sunday from 7-8:30pm for games, snacks, a short Lenten  
reflection, and time to pray! Bring friends!   

YOUTH DISCIPLESHIP 

 

Saint Louis Parish 2020 
  

Reconciliation Times  
7:45 – 8:15 am Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays 
4:30 – 5 pm Mondays and Thursdays 
3:15 – 3:45 pm Saturdays 
Lenten Holy Hour with Confessions on Mar. 4, 7-8 pm 
 
Stations of the Cross 
Every Friday at 5 pm in the Church February 28th—

April 5th (Also, at 3:30 pm on March 13th) 
Family Stations of the Cross on March 20 at 5 pm  

followed by simple soup supper for all parishioners 


