
Saint Louis Catholic Church 
Diocese of Peoria  Princeton, Illinois  

Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ September 15, 2019 

 

Eucharistic Adoration is held in the 
Adoration Chapel at all times.    

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament/
Benediction Tuesdays, 8 am - noon in 

the Chapel; Mondays & Thursdays in the 
Church from 4 - 5 pm 

Mass Schedule  
Monday & Thursday 5:15 pm 

Tuesday, Wednesday,  
Friday 7:00 am 

Saturday Vigil 4:00 pm,  
Sunday 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 am 

Confessions 
Monday & Thursday   
from 4:30-5:00 pm  

Saturday 3:00-3:45 pm  
By appointment; please call the 

Parish Office. 

“God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ 
and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.”  

- Gospel Acclamation 



Dear St. Louis Parishioners, 
This weekend, we consider another Station of the Cross, namely the Thirteenth Station (front cover): Jesus is 

taken down from the cross and lowered into the arms of His afflicted Mother.  Consider Mary in this moment. Just  
before her Son died, He gave her a new mission: Behold your son. In beholding the beloved disciple, she takes up the 
role of spiritual mother to all of Christ’s beloved disciples.  In this station, she is beginning to fill that role  
immediately, in a sense, as she displays her dearly beloved Son, offered for our salvation, with His arms outstretched 
as they just were on the cross. Her eyes reach out toward us, piercing our hearts with conviction and with love, as if to 
say, “See what He has done for you.  See how He loves you. My dearly beloved Son… gave His very life… for 
you.”  When we allow her eyes to pierce us with this great saving Truth of His Love, we begin to realize, not only how 
precious He is to His Blessed Mother, but also how much He cherishes us.  We begin to realize what the three parables 
in this weekend’s Gospel are trying to tell us: when we are lost, and it seems we are too far gone, aware that our  
transgressions have nailed Him to that cross, He is longing simply just to have us back home.  Friends, His Merciful 
Love is so much stronger than our greatest failures. Rise. And go to your Father. Take one step back toward Him. 
Then, look up and see Him running to you. Let Him embrace you and welcome you home, for you are dearly beloved 
to Him.                                 

 

SCRIPTURE STUDY: A few weeks ago, I explained the vision of asking all of our various groups to be united this 
fall in focusing on prayer.  Some have expressed the question, “Are we not having a Bible Study this year, then?” I 
would like to address this question.  There are different approaches to “Bible Study,” or even more simply to the  
ongoing study that is a fitting part of the life of any disciple.  It is important that we make sure our understanding has 
not become limited to just one approach. It would indeed be unfortunate if we did not consider something to be a  
proper Bible Study unless the stated topic were the Scriptures themselves or a particular book within the  
Scriptures.  This approach to Scripture Study is actually much more of a modern approach. While many great studies 
can be structured in this way, the popularity of this approach (let alone the understanding that this approach is  
necessarily the preferred approach) is deeply linked to a flawed understanding of Scripture as the sole authority.  That 
understanding, of course, does not have its roots with Christ, but rather with Martin Luther and is ironically contrary to 
Scripture itself.  Another approach to Scripture Study takes a more thematic approach, in which we focus on a  
particular topic (perhaps Prayer or Evangelization or the Eucharist) and then draw on the Scriptures as they pertain to 
this topic.  Thus, a more holistic approach, rather than isolating particular books or passages, is taken which seeks out 
a broader vision of what the Lord is telling us in the Scriptures on that particular topic. This approach also does not 
stop with the Scriptures as the only source, but may also draw heavily on the Catechism or the writings of the Early 
Church Fathers and many other saints.  Since we don’t believe the Scriptures are the only means by which the Lord 
transmits His Divine Revelation, but rather acknowledge that even the Scriptures themselves point us toward the 
Church, toward Tradition and the Magisterium, this makes our study all the more well rounded. A proper study of 
Scripture does not stop with the Scriptures themselves or limit our study to them. As one example, this mentality is 
what motivates great new study series like the Lectio series, which is produced by Augustine Institute and can be 
found on Formed.org.  If you notice, some of the particular studies in the Lectio series focus on a particular book in 
Scripture, while others are more topically focused. Thus, they end up being more thorough, holistic, and deeply  
enriching. Prayer is the basic building-block upon which all of our study must rest. I hope you will consider joining us 
in keeping this focus for this fall, even as we draw on various sources. 

 

SPEAKING OF FORMED.ORG:  Recently, Formed has 
been doing some reformatting and improving of their  
offerings.  If you haven’t tried accessing Formed in awhile, or 
perhaps tried it before and found it to be less than  
convenient, now might be a good time to reacquaint yourself 
with it.  You might find that it loads more quickly on your 
phone or other tablet and that it can be accessed more readily 
on your television, along with other improvements. Don’t  
hesitate to follow the “Join Formed” link on our website, if 

you haven’t already set up your log-in.  The parish has already paid for it, so there is no additional cost to you!            
 

FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP: This week, all of our Family Discipleship offerings go into full swing.  High School 
Youth Ministry has its Kick-Off this weekend. In the coming week, Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, Confirmation 
Prep, and a number of our parent households begin their gatherings.  If you or your family are not connected with one 
of these ministries, don’t hesitate to reach out to us. And I would ask all of our parishioners to keep these efforts in 
your prayers.      

                                                                                                                                           In Christ through Mary, 
Fr. Gifford 

 
St. Louis, pray for us! 

Blessed Mary, Queen Mother of the King of Kings, pray for us! 



Other Sacramental Information 

Marriages ~ Call the parish office at least eight months    
before the wedding. 

Baptisms ~ Normally after 10:30 am Sunday Mass.        
Requires registration at St Louis Parish and participation in  
baptismal preparation (held the third Thursday of every odd 
month). Please wait until after the preparation to choose        
Godparents. Call parish office for more information.  

 

Other Information 
Rosary 

   Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday after Mass 
   Monday and Thursday before Mass. 

If going out of town 
  Locate Mass Times by visiting: www.MassTimes.org 

Bulletin Announcements  
 Submitted to Parish Office no later than noon  
 on Tuesday for publication the following Sunday. 

Joining the Parish 
Please call the Parish Office for an appointment. 

Parish Staff 
Pastor   Fr Daniel Gifford      
            Email: stl.fr.gifford@gmail.com      
Deacon    John Murphy  
   Wk: 664-1155/Hm: 646-4723 
Trustees  Dan Legner 
   Mary Paula Schmitt 
Admin Assistant Paula Lough   
Business Manager Renee Toomey 
Director of Religious Education  Julia Mead 
  Email:  stl.juliamead@gmail.com 
Youth Coordinator  Caylee Kennedy 
        Email: stl.cayleekennedy@gmail.com 

  RCIA Coordinator  Susanna Prushinski 
  Email: stl.susannaprushinski@gmail.com 
 Maintenance Bill Uher 

Parish Office 

616 S Gosse Blvd., Princeton, IL 61356 
Office hours: Monday - Thursday ~ 8 am - 3 pm 

Friday ~ 8 am - noon 
Phone/Fax: (815) 879-0181  

 
Office of Religious Education Phone 815-872-3199  

E-mail: stlparishoffice@gmail.com 
Website: www.stlouisprinceton.org Church Monetary Support for the weekend of  

September 7/8, 2019 
Weekly Budget                  $7,250.00 
Amount Received  $7,544.00 
Amount Over/(Under) $294.00 
Fiscal period July 1, 2019— June 30, 2020 
Amount needed to date  $72,500.00 
Amount received to date  $68,212.00 
Over (Under) budget to date                                        ($4,288.00)   
Children’s Offering  
Total this weekend  $17.00 
Fiscal year total  $169.28 

STEWARDSHIP 

 

St. Louis CCW  will be 
sponsoring a parish 
wide bake sale, on  
Friday, September 20, 
at Soldiers & Sailors 
Park (across from the 
courthouse). Each  
parishioner is invited to 
bring ONE, home made 
baked good to the park 
between 9 & 10:30 
a.m. on Friday on Sept 20th. Please no cream pies or baked 
goods with frosting.  Thank you for supporting this fundraiser 
for our parish. Funds raised in the past were used for donations 
to seminarians, African missions, local organizations,  
beautification of our Church and many other worthwhile causes.  

 Knights and sons picking 
sweet corn on a Saturday 
morning.  The Knights  
regret that the season was 
not as plentiful as in the 
past.  We appreciate the 
support of our fellow  
parishioners here at St. 
Louis Parish. 

Please, save the date(s) - “Movie Night” is starting 
up again.  Our first movie night will be: 
 
Saturday, September 21st after 4:00 Mass - I Can 
Only Imagine - The inspiring true story behind  
Christian band MercyMe's beloved, chart topping 
song that brings  
ultimate hope to 
so many with 
the power of 
true love and  
forgiveness. 
  
If you would 
like to plan 
ahead our Saturday, October date October 12th – and 
November will be Saturday, November 16th.  There 
will be no movie night for December. 
 
Please join us and bring a dish for our potluck. 



LITURGY AND SACRAMENTS 

Mass Intentions 
 

Monday, September 16  SS. Cornelius and Cyprian 

4:00 pm  Eucharistic Adoration 

5:15  pm + Arnold McCauley   

Tuesday, September 17  Weekday  

 7:00 am + Hubert Woolen 

 9:00 am + Robert Walter Jr.  

 Wednesday, September 18 Weekday 

 7:00 am +Stevie Puhr                            

 Thursday, September 19  Weekday   

 4:00 pm  Eucharistic Adoration 

 5:15  pm + Duane Quiram  

Friday, September 20 SS. Andrew Kim Tae-gon and  

                                   Paul Chong Ha-sang  

 7:00 am       + Hubert Woolen by Former SLS 

Saturday, September 21 Vigil of Twenty-fifth Sunday in  

              Ordinary Time   

 4:00 pm  + Pauline Arkels  

Sunday, September 22 Twenty-fifth Sunday in 

                                     Ordinary Time  

 7:30 am  + Marjorie DeBord  

 9:00 am  + Bud & Helen Kubitz 

10:30 am      People of the Parish 

*Greenfield  

Liturgical Roles 
 
Daily Servers  For September  16-20, 2019  9-16 Ben 
Larsen, 9-17 Brennan Roden, 9-18 Luke Smith, 9-19   
Milo, Simeon & Faustina Bystry,  9-20 Daniel Mead 
 
4:00 pm:  Saturday  September 21 
 Servers  Kenzie & Jackson Mason 
 Lectors  Mary Paula Schmitt, Sophia Oester 
 Eucharistic Mandy Robinson, Jim Whitmore 
 Sacristan  Peg Sandberg 
 Ushers  Rick Torri, Mike Boesch, John Cotter, Tim Hermeyer 
7:30 am: Sunday,  September 22 
 Servers  Servers needed, please check in with Sacristy 
 Lectors  Beth Uher, Bea Coates 
 Eucharistic  Rita Tracey, Bernetta Wood 
 Sacristan  Joann Bowman 
 Ushers  Mike Farley, Gary Blessman, Wayne Stone,  
              Dennis Thompson                                                                                                                            
9:00 am: Sunday,  September 22 
 Servers  Luke Bowen, James Erwin, Kyle Jaeger 
 Lectors: Patty Daluga, Tim Kunkel,  
 Eucharistic  Irene Milligan, Ginger Murphy 
 Sacristan  Quint Quiram 
 Ushers Jim Whiteaker, Quint Quiram, Dan Legner,  
             Tyson Phillips, Addie Hecht 
10:30 am: Sunday, September 22 
 Servers  Milo & Simeon Bystry, Brennan Roden 
 Lectors  David Roden, Faustina Bystry 
 Eucharistic  Roger & Linda McCabe 
 Sacristan  Mandy Robinson 
 Ushers Bob Hartwig, Chris Romagnoli, Ken Lough,  
             Olivia Longeville 
Home Ministry ~  Irene Milligan, Ginger Murphy 
Nursing Homes ~  Mary Archer, Linda Carter, Mary Beth 
Crowe, Patty Daluga, Chris Williams  

St Louis Parish’s Traveling Statue of Our 
Lady of Fatima 

Would you like to host Mary in your home?  
The host family is asked to pray a daily  
Rosary, praying in particular for an increase 
in vocations to the Priesthood. If you would 
be interested in hosting, please sign up on the 

sheet on the information table in Harkrader 
Hall’s foyer.  

Readings for the week of September 15, 2019 
 

Sunday:  Ex 32:7-11, 13-14/Ps 51 3-4, 12-13, 17, 19/1 Tm 1:12-
17/Lk 15:1-32  
Monday:  1 Tm 2:1-8/Ps 28:2, 7-9/Lk 7:1-10 
Tuesday:  1 Tm 3:1-13/Ps 101:1-2,5, 6/Lk 7:11-17 
Wednesday: 1 Tm 3:14-16/Ps 111:1-6/Lk 7:31-35 
Thursday:  Tm 4:12-16/Ps 111:7-8, 9, 10 [2]/Lk 7:36-50 
Friday:  1 Tm 6:2c-12/Ps 49:6-7, 8-10, 17-18, 19-20/Lk 8:1-3 
Saturday:  Eph 4:1-7, 11-13/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5 [5]/Mt 9:9-13 
Next Sunday:  Am 8:4-7/Ps 113:1-2, 4-8/1 Tm 2:1-8/Lk 16:1-13  

OUR TABLE—Thank you to all 39 people/families that 
helped with Monday night’s Our Table meal. We served 
101 men, women, and children. The food was great and so 
was the fellowship. Thank you again for helping with this 
project, you are appreciated by many for all you do. You 
are a blessing. Linda McCabe  

A Holy Hour for Life 
 

All are welcome to gather in prayer on 
the fourth Sunday of each month from 7-
8 pm in the Adoration Chapel for the in-
tention of respect for the sacredness of 
all human life. Please join us Sunday,  
September 22nd! 



Jr. High Youth Ministry: Our first Jr. High Youth Ministry 
night will be Sunday, October 6th from 5:30-7pm! If you are 
in 7th or 8th grade, come kick-off the year with games and 
opportunities to deepen your relationship with Christ! This 
year, we also hope to offer a variety of opportunities for the 
Jr. High students to gather and grow in their faith together 
outside of the regularly scheduled youth ministry nights. Stay 
tuned for more info! 

High School Youth Ministry!  Our parish Youth Ministry 
Kick-off will be Sunday, September 15th from 7-9pm! Come 
enjoy a fun night of games, snacks, and opportunities to learn 
more about our upcoming events!! Two important registration 
dates: 1) If you are in 8th-12th grade, you are invited to  
attend Alive in You this June 23-28th in Knoxville, TN. This 
is our summer mission trip and it offers many awesome  
opportunities for mission work and spiritual formation. Please  
contact Caylee Kennedy BEFORE September 22nd if you are 
interested. 2) Abide in Me is a weekend retreat hosted by our 
diocese in Bloomington, IL. It will take place November 1-3 
and registration is due to Caylee by October 14th. More  
information can be emailed or picked up in the office.   

YOUTH DISCIPLESHIP FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP 

Young Adult Ministry We are bringing back  
Spiritually Thirsty Thursday this fall! Join us for our first 
event which will be   on  Thursday, September 19th at 7pm. 
We'll start with a Holy Hour and there will be pizza  
afterwards!  

YOUNG ADULT DISCIPLESHIP 

Men's Study will resume this Monday, September 
16th (6:30 PM) with a dinner to introduce our new 
focus for the fall and plan for our next study.      

Belonging: Baptismal Preparation  
 
Our next session will be held on  
Wednesday, September 18 from 6 to 9 pm in the St. Jerome Room. 
If you’re expecting a child, consider attending prior to your child’s 
arrival. Call Julia Mead, 815-872-3199 to register. Please refrain 
from choosing Godparents until after the meeting.  

RCIA, is it for you? Are you seeking answers to 
life’s questions?  Are you being inspired to inquire 
about the Catholic faith?  Are you seeking to join the 
Catholic Church?  Are you baptized, but have not  
received First Confession, First Holy Communion, 
and/or Confirmation?  Do you want to deepen your 
faith?  Do you desire to know the “why” of Church 
teachings?...then RCIA is for YOU!  RCIA will be 
held every Thursday evening from 6:15-7:45 starting 
Thursday Sept. 19th.  We will be meeting at St.  
Louis Parish.  Please come and join us as our faith 
seeks understanding.  Please forward any questions/
comments to Susanna Prushinski (RCIA Coordinator) 
815-915-6960| stl.susannaprushinski@gmail.com  

CCW Fall Kickoff Meeting — Tuesday, September 
24th at 6 pm. Join us to kickoff the new year and enjoy a 
presentation by Nympha White, NCCW Volunteer of the 
year, about the Box of Joy campaign. Let’s try to fill 
Harkrader Hall at this 1st meeting! Do you have a 
friend you can invite to join us? If you bring that special 
someone, both names will be put in a raffle for a free 
manicure/pedicure!  

ADULT DISCIPLESHIP 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY: “Oremus”  
ReInvigorate your Prayer Life in 8 lessons! 

Tuesday nights 6-7:30 pm  
(No classes 4th Tuesdays due to CCW) 

Class begins September 17th 
Cost: $15 

Contact: Mario 815 878-6797 or      
Diane Carlone 815 866-1660 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 

Sessions for all children begin this week! 
We will have 45 minute sessions this week 
and next as the children become acclimated 
to the Atrium environment once again. 

Please keep all the children and the  
catechists in your prayers this year, that we 
may listen for the Good Shepherd’s voice as 
He calls us each by name. 

Belonging: Baptismal Preparation  
 
Our next session will be held on  
Wednesday, September 18 from 6 to 9 pm 
in the St. Jerome Room. If you’re expecting 
a child, consider attending prior to your 
child’s arrival. Call Julia Mead, 815-872-

3199 to register. Please refrain from choosing Godparents until 
after the meeting.  


