
Saint Louis Catholic Church 
Diocese of Peoria  Princeton, Illinois  

Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ September 29, 2019 

 

Eucharistic Adoration is held in the 
Adoration Chapel at all times.    

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament/
Benediction Tuesdays, 8 am - noon in 

the Chapel; Mondays & Thursdays in the 
Church from 4 - 5 pm 

Mass Schedule  
Monday & Thursday 5:15 pm 

Tuesday, Wednesday,  
Friday 7:00 am 

Saturday Vigil 4:00 pm,  
Sunday 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 am 

Confessions 
Monday & Thursday   
from 4:30-5:00 pm  

Saturday 3:00-3:45 pm  
By appointment; please call the 

Parish Office. 

 
“Though our 
Lord Jesus 
Christ was 
rich, He  

became poor, 
so that by 
His poverty 
you might 

become rich.”   
-Gospel Acclamation  



 
Dear St. Louis Parishioners, 

 
“Though our Lord Jesus Christ was rich, He became poor, so that by His poverty, you might become 

rich.”  We have prayed these words as the Gospel Acclamation for two weeks in a row now.  Meanwhile, the 
psalm responses have felt rather like they were building on one another, not only for those two weeks, but for the 
past several weeks.  We recalled that “In every age, O Lord, You have been our refuge” (9/8), like the Prodigal 
Son coming to his senses and remembering the abundant faithfulness of his father, who still has many blessings 
waiting for him.  Thus, we resolutely determined “I will rise and go to my Father” (9/15).  But, it was the  
faithfulness of the Lord that raised us on our feet once more, with this determination to return to Him.  It was Our 
Father who lifted us up, when we had sunk quite low, so we praise Him with gratitude: “Praise the Lord who lifts 
up the poor” (9/22).  Now, it seems like our joy at this prayer of thanksgiving and praise is just continuing to 
overflow: “Praise the Lord, my soul!”  What a mystery, that Our God has indeed come down to us, entering into 
our poverty to lift us up into the true wealth of heavenly glory!  This weekend, especially by our Gospel, we are 
invited to ponder what it means to seek that true wealth of union with God, even when it means forsaking the 
goods of this world, that we may not be diverted by them from our eternal goal.  So, it is good for us to consider 
the example and witness of the great Saint Anthony of Padua, whose statue sits in our courtyard (front cover).  I 
believe there is a great irony, in which the Lord may be trying to get our attention, to the fact that most of us 
know Saint Anthony best as the saint to whom we pray when we have lost our material things.  I still recall the 
first time a priest friend playfully suggested to me, “I think Saint Anthony hides things from us.”  Let me be 
clear: this is not an official church teaching.  But, I think there really might be something to that.  At times, it 
might be in our best interest to temporarily lose track of the material things we cling to, in order to recall that we 
can live without them, and to turn a glance to Saint Anthony, not just to regain our material things, but more  
importantly, to regain perspective.  What do we see when we turn our glance to him?  We see a man who  
answered a call from the Lord, choosing to live in voluntary poverty as a Franciscan, forsaking the goods of this 
world.  We see the simple garb of Franciscan poverty worn by a man who is filled with joy, as he beholds in his 
hands the greatest treasure we can set our sights upon: Jesus Christ Himself.  Perhaps in our seeking after worldly 
wealth, we can fail to recognize that we are indeed like the Prodigal Son, who resents that no one will feed him 
from the pig trough.  If we understood the Feast that awaits us when we allow the Lord to lift us up and bring us 
home to Himself, we would not waste our time on this resentment.  We would simply rise and go to our Father, 
even when it means forsaking the goods of this world, which is meant to feed the swine.  If only we knew that we 
were made for so much more!  We were made to feast on the banquet of love and triumph that awaits us in the 
Father’s House.  Let us set our hearts on that banquet today.                             

 

A FEAST WHILE WE’RE WAITING: Well aware of the irony, I now want to invite you to a banquet 
of… well, the swine that feed from those troughs.  By the time you read this, I will have begun making pulled 
pork this (Sunday) afternoon for the Volunteer Appreciation Dinner, which will be served with other delicious 
fixings and a variety of beverages, adult and otherwise.  Whatever your gift of time, talent, and treasure consists 
of -- whether it is as a money-counter, a liturgical minister, helping with our youth or with your peers, or even 
serving as a prayer warrior -- I would love to thank you.  Please allow me that opportunity by coming to enjoy a 
night of food, fun, and fellowship.    

 

AFTER DINNER, THEN A SHOW: Just a few days after the dinner (this Thursday, October 3rd), we 
will be bringing back the very successful event from last year: Saint Louis Live!  By now, you have heard me 
mention that we are focusing even more on prayer in these final months of 2019.  It has always been one of my 
goals to keep our reflections on prayer very practical, more based in the concrete reality of our busy lives, than 
lofty and idealistic.  Well, I am happy to share with you that Saint Louis Live! is actually part of the key to that 
goal.  I am very excited to hear testimonies from a few of our parishioners about their experience of prayer in the 
lived reality of their lives.  Like last year, we will do this in a fun, engaging and highly entertaining format.  You 
won’t want to miss it.  I hope you can join us! 
 

                     In Christ through Mary, 
Fr. Gifford 

 

St. Louis, pray for us! 
Blessed Mary, Queen Mother of the King of Kings, pray for us! 

 



Other Sacramental Information 

Marriages ~ Call the parish office at least eight months    
before the wedding. 

Baptisms ~ Normally after 10:30 am Sunday Mass.        
Requires registration at St Louis Parish and participation in  
baptismal preparation (held the third Thursday of every odd 
month). Please wait until after the preparation to choose        
Godparents. Call parish office for more information.  

 

Other Information 
Rosary 

   Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday after Mass 
   Monday and Thursday before Mass. 

If going out of town 
  Locate Mass Times by visiting: www.MassTimes.org 

Bulletin Announcements  
 Submitted to Parish Office no later than noon  
 on Tuesday for publication the following Sunday. 

Joining the Parish 
Please call the Parish Office for an appointment. 

Parish Staff 
Pastor   Fr Daniel Gifford      
            Email: stl.fr.gifford@gmail.com      
Deacon    John Murphy  
   Wk: 664-1155/Hm: 646-4723 
Trustees  Dan Legner 
   Mary Paula Schmitt 
Admin Assistant Paula Lough   
Business Manager Renee Toomey 
Director of Religious Education  Julia Mead 
  Email:  stl.juliamead@gmail.com 
Youth Coordinator  Caylee Kennedy 
        Email: stl.cayleekennedy@gmail.com 

  RCIA Coordinator  Susanna Prushinski 
  Email: stl.susannaprushinski@gmail.com 
 Maintenance Bill Uher 

Parish Office 

616 S Gosse Blvd., Princeton, IL 61356 
Office hours: Monday - Thursday ~ 8 am - 3 pm 

Friday ~ 8 am - noon 
Phone/Fax: (815) 879-0181  

 
Office of Religious Education Phone 815-872-3199  

E-mail: stlparishoffice@gmail.com 
Website: www.stlouisprinceton.org Church Monetary Support for the weekend of  

September 21/22, 2019 
Weekly Budget                  $7,250.00 
Amount Received  $6,004.00 
Amount Over/(Under) ($1,246.00) 
Fiscal period July 1, 2019— June 30, 2020 
Amount needed to date  $87,000.00 
Amount received to date  $79,962.00 
Over (Under) budget to date                                        ($7,038.00)   
Children’s Offering  
Total this weekend  $26.00 
Fiscal year total  $208.23 

STEWARDSHIP 

 

Happy Anniversary to our Couples who  
Celebrate their 25th Anniversary  
and 50 + Anniversary  in October  

 
25 Years, Daniel & Susan Legner, October 8, 1994 
52 Years, Gary & Betty Stocking, October 14, 1967 
53 Years, Richard & Shirley Steele, October 8, 1966 
55 Years, Norman & Marie Merkley, October 24, 1964 
57 Years, Dennis & Rose Buchanan, October 27, 1962 
63 Years, Edward & Lydia Foehring, October 6, 1956  
70 Years, Richard and Elaine Olds, October  24, 1949  

Please remember to pray for  Vocations 
to the Priesthood and Religious Life  
especially from  St. Louis Parish!    

St. Therese,  Patroness of   
Vocations, pray for us! 

The Glimmer of Comfort Grief Support Group will gather 
on Tuesday, October 1  at 6 pm at the home of Jeanie  
Gelsomino, 121 Miles Court, Princeton.  This support 
group welcomes all mothers who have lost a child because 
of an illness, miscarriage, suicide or accident. Shelley 
Gorenz, a professional counselor, facilitates the gatherings 
and there are no mandatory "rules"...the door is always 
open to women who seek the companionship and comfort 
of other women who know the pain of their loss. For more 
information call Jeanie at (815) 872-6571.  

While the Church masonry repair work is being  
completed, some entrances to the Church may be 
temporarily unavailable. To provide an alternative 
entrance to the Church, we will keep the outside  
entrance doors to the Parish Office/Harkrader Hall 
open before all Holy Hours and Masses.  
 

        We apologize for any inconvenience.  

ADA UPDATE  
To date, St. Louis parishioners have contributed $47,442.50  
toward our 2019 Diocesan assessment of $84,451.00. The gap 
between what has been paid, and what the parish will owe, is 
presently in excess of $37,000  -- although an additional $10,000 
in pledges have been made, but not yet collected. Please, if you 
haven’t yet made your pledge to the Annual Diocesan Appeal 
this year, we respectfully request that you do so at this time. 
Pledge cards remain at all the entrances to the church, and in the 
Chapel. Cards can be dropped in the collection basket marked 
“ADA,” or brought to the office any time throughout the week. 
We have received commitments from 217 of our parish families, 
but would love to have 100% participation in this campaign. 
ALL gifts are appreciated and needed, no matter the size. Thank 
you for helping the Catholic Diocese of Peoria make God’s love 
manifest throughout our region! 



LITURGY AND SACRAMENTS 

Mass Intentions 
 

Monday, September 30  St. Jerome 

4:00 pm  Eucharistic Adoration 

5:15  pm + Joan Smith by Annette Hulslander  

Tuesday, October 1  St. Therese of the Child Jesus  

 7:00 am + Dorothy Haas  

      by Dr. and Bridgette Castelein 

*9:00 am +Fr. James King 

 Wednesday, October 2 The Holy Guardian Angels 

 7:00 am +Ron Hulslander                            

 Thursday, October 3  Weekday   

 4:00 pm  Eucharistic Adoration 

 5:15  pm + Marita Jaggers by Phyllis Johnson 

Friday, October 4  St. Francis of Assisi  

 7:00 am       + Louise Kunkel 

Saturday, Octber 5 Vigil of Twenty-seventh Sunday in  

       Ordinary Time   

 4:00 pm  + Duane Quiram  

Sunday, October 6 Twenty-seventh Sunday in 

                               Ordinary Time  

 7:30 am  +Arnold McCauley   

 9:00 am  +Mary Peterson 

10:30 am     +People of the Parish  

 

* Liberty Village  

Liturgical Roles 
 
Daily Servers  For September  30- October 4, 2019  9-30 
Ben Larsen, 10-1 Brennan Roden, 10-2 Luke Smith, 10-3 
Milo, Simeon & Faustina Bystry, 10-4 Daniel Mead 
 
4:00 pm:  Saturday  October 5 
 Servers  Luke, Matthew, Andrew Peacock  
 Lectors  Mary Paula Schmitt, Julie Hassler 
 Eucharistic Mandy Robinson, Jim Whitmore 
 Sacristan  Julie Hassler 
 Ushers  John Brokaw, Joel Quiram, Ray Carrington 
 
7:30 am: Sunday,  October 6 
 Servers  Servers needed, please check in with Sacristy 
 Lectors  Margaret Martinkus, Beth Uher 
 Eucharistic  Rita Tracey, Bernetta Wood 
 Sacristan  Joann Bowman 
 Ushers  Bill Uher, Tom Ballard, Tom Tracey 
 
9:00 am: Sunday,  October 6 
 Servers  Nick & Nathan Lough, Sydney Scully 
 Lectors  Tim Kunkel, Steve Bouslog  
 Eucharistic  Bethany Brigham, Pat Galassi-Carlson 
 Sacristan  Quint Quiram 
 Ushers Don Evans , Diane Evans, Tom Giehl,  
 
10:30 am: Sunday, October 6 
 Servers  Tim & Debbie Daluga, Emma Mavity 
 Lectors  Loretta Volker, Patty Daluga 
 Eucharistic  Mary Harmon, Mandy Robinson 
 Sacristan  Susanna Prushinski 
 Ushers Andrew Sims, Patrick Mason,  
             Jeff & Michael Ellis  
 
Home Ministry ~  Bethany Brigham, Pat Galassi-Carlson 
Nursing Homes ~  Mary Archer, Linda Carter, Caylee  
Kennedy, Irene Milligan, Rita Tracey  

St Louis Parish’s Traveling Statue of Our Lady of Fatima 
 

Would you like to host Mary in your home?  The 
host family is asked to pray a daily  
Rosary, praying in particular for an increase in 
vocations to the Priesthood. If you would be  
interested in hosting, please sign up on the sheet 

on the information table in Harkrader Hall’s foyer.  

Readings for the week of September 29, 2019 
 

Sunday: Am 6:1, 4-7/Ps 146:7-10/1 Tm 6:11-16/Lk 16:19-
31 
Monday: Zec 8:1-8/Ps 102:16-21, 29 and 22-23/Lk 9:46-50 
Tuesday: Zec 8:20-23/Ps 87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7/Lk 9:51-56 
Wednesday: Neh 2:1-8/Ps 137:1-6/Mt 18:1-5, 10 
Thursday: Neh 8:1-12/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11/Lk 10:1-12 
Friday: Bar 1:15-22/Ps 79:1-2, 3-5, 8, 9/Lk 10:13-16 
Saturday: Bar 4:5-12, 27-29/Ps 69:33-37/Lk 10:17-24 
Next Sunday: Hb 1:2-3; 2:2-4/Ps 95:1-2, 6-9/2 Tm 1:6-8, 
13-14/Lk 17:5-10 

A BIG "Thank You" to all that participated in the Chipotle 
Fund Raiser for the Peru Catholic School Spanish Pro-
gram.  With your help $605.37 was raised!!!! Thank you 
from the students and staff of Peru Catholic School.  

Please pray for the repose of the souls of   
David Husemann (Sr.), Marlene Husemann, and 
Darcy Lang and consolation for their families. 

Eternal Rest  

grant unto them, Oh Lord... 



 
Jr. High Youth Ministry: Our first Jr. High Youth Ministry 
night will be Sunday, October 6th from 5:30-7pm! If you are in 
7th or 8th grade, come kick-off the year with games and oppor-
tunities to deepen your relationship with Christ!  
 

High School Youth Ministry!  This Sunday, September 29th, 
we will be bowling from 6-7pm! Come join us for a night of 
fun!!  

 

Two important registration dates: 1) IT'S NOT TOO LATE TO 
REGISTER FOR THE ALIVE IN YOU SUMMER  
MISSION TRIP! If you are in 8th-12th grade, consider joining 
us this June 23-28th in Knoxville, TN. This summer mission 
trip offers many awesome opportunities for mission work and 
spiritual formation. Please let Caylee Kennedy know asap if 
you are interested in attending! 2) Abide in Me is a weekend 
retreat hosted by our diocese in Bloomington, IL. It will take 
place November 1-3 and registration is due to Caylee by  
October 14th. More information will be distributed soon!  

YOUTH DISCIPLESHIP FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP 

ADULT DISCIPLESHIP 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 

Fifty-eight children, ages 3-12 years, have begun 
their year in the Atria! This week we’ll have full ses-
sions of 1 1/2 hours. Pictured are Level 2 children 
hearing a presentation on ‘Preparing a Communal 
Prayer Service’—learning how to choose the  
Scripture, responses, artwork and prayers to be used. 

ILLINOIS VALLEY CURSILLO OCTOBER ULTREYA 
The Illinois Valley Cursillo organization's October Ultreya will 
be held Saturday, October 12, 2019, commencing at 4:00 p.m. 
with Mass at Holy Cross Catholic Church, 1010 Jefferson St., 
Mendota, Illinois. A potluck supper will follow the Mass prior 
to the actual Ultreya meeting.  Holy Cross church has requested 
NO PEANUT ingredients in food brought to the meeting. 
 
All Cursillistas of Cursillo, Via de Cristo, Walk to Emmaus, 
Tres Dias, and The Way are invited  to attend. Others interested 
in learning more about Cursillo also are welcome. 
Further information contact: Lay Director, Bill Dekowski at 
(815) 663-7188 or Publicity Chair, Loretta Volker at (815) 875-
1330. 

Respect Life Sunday ~ ‘National Life Chain’ Please join in this year’s ‘National Life 
Chain’, a peaceful and prayerful public witness of pro-life Americans, standing for one 
hour, praying for our nation and an end to abortion. On ‘Respect Life Sunday’  
October 6, we will meet at Veteran’s Park at 2:45 pm. From 3 -4pm we will stand in 
prayerful silence, reflection and praying for the more than 3,500 unborn Americans 
who each day lose their lives to abortion. We will also pray for their mothers and fa-
thers, abortionists, clergy, our president and the legislative leaders of America. Pro-life 
signs will be provided. Everyone and every age is welcome. If you are unable to stand 
for an hour, you may bring a chair. Please contact Rita Tracey at 879-0308 with  
questions.  

Feast of the Holy Guardian Angel  
 October 2nd  

Prayer to Your Guardian Angel 

Angel of God, my guardian dear, To 

whom God's love commits me here, Ever 

this day, be at my side, To light and 

guard, Rule and guide. Amen. 

The feast of Our Lady of the Rosary was instituted to honor 
Mary for the Christian victory over the Turks at Lepanto on 
October 7, 1571. Pope St. Pius V and all Christians had prayed 
the Rosary for victory. The Rosary, or the Psalter of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, is one of the best prayers to Mary, the 
Mother of God. Pray the Rosary Daily. 


