
  
 

  

 

Saint Louis Catholic Church 
Diocese of Peoria  Princeton, Illinois  

Christ The King Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ November 24, 2019 

 

Eucharistic Adoration is held in the 
Adoration Chapel at all times.    

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament/
Benediction Tuesdays, 8 am - noon in 

the Chapel; Mondays & Thursdays in the 
Church from 4 - 5 pm 

Mass Schedule  
Monday & Thursday 5:15 pm 

Tuesday, Wednesday,  
Friday 7:00 am 

Saturday Vigil 4:00 pm,  
Sunday 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 am 

Confessions 
Monday & Thursday   
from 4:30-5:00 pm  

Saturday 3:00-3:45 pm  
By appointment; please call the 

Parish Office. 

“He delivered us from the power of darkness  
and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son,  

in who we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” -Colossians 1 



Dear St. Louis Parishioners, 
“Jesus, remember me, when You come into Your Kingdom.”  This weekend, we consider the words of a  

repentant thief and the response Our Lord gave Him.  Among His final words is His promise to this truly repentant 
man.  He promises that he will be there with Him when He enters into His Kingdom.  In a room of the Vatican  
museum, which was once a papal library upon which the great Renaissance painter Raphael was commissioned to 
paint frescoes (our copy hangs in the Sts. Louis and Zelie Room, where our Adult Bible Study has been studying  
prayer this semester), is a beautiful image of Christ in His Heavenly Kingdom.  It is striking to consider that among the 
countless saints not pictured with Christ in that Kingdom is none other than that repentant thief, with Christ in His 
Kingdom.  But, let’s consider what we do see in this famous image, known as The Disputation of the Holy Sacrament 
(front cover).  Central to the image, we see the Holy Trinity, with Christ in the center, the Father above, and the Holy 
Spirit descending down to earth, where He makes Christ truly present in the Eucharist, which sits on the altar in the 
monstrance.  Radiating around this center, we see the Church Triumphant (in heaven) and the Church Militant (on 
earth), below a barrier of cloud.  Among other things, the image shows how the Eucharist makes the Kingdom of 
Heaven present on earth.  Surrounding Christ in Heaven, we have Our Lady and St. John the Baptist immediately to 
His right and left, respectively, as well as a variety of other Saints, including patriarchs and prophets of the Old  
Testament.  Surrounding the altar on earth, we see a myriad of theologians, some of whom are saints, while others are 
not, engaged in a disputation (an ongoing dialogue or debate) about how best to understand this profound heavenly 
mystery that is truly present in our midst.  It is significant to note that this fresco is intentionally positioned directly 
opposite from another famous work of Raphael, The School of Athens, which features a parallel dispute of the pagan 
philosophers of ancient Athens (ie. Plato and Aristotle).  Although the pagan philosophers were seeking the One Truth 
and found elements of it, sometimes in manners that built helpful frameworks for Christian philosophers like St.  
Augustine (pictured in the Disputation) and St. Thomas Aquinas to work within and build upon, Christianity offers the 
fullness of the Truth we all are seeking.  Even more specifically, the Eucharist offers us a true foretaste of the  
Heavenly Kingdom.  Any honest and humble pursuit of Truth has merit.  But, there is no greater intellectual pursuit 
than pondering the mysteries of God, so as to share them with others even more effectively.  As we ponder Christ the 
King this weekend, it is worthy to consider the mystery of that Kingdom in its fullness in Heaven, as well as the  
absolutely astounding and confounding mystery that this same Kingdom is truly present in the Eucharist, despite that 
its glory is hidden.  What a profound mark of the humility of our King, that He chooses to be present with us  
throughout the ages, but does not overwhelm us with the weight of His glory!  He leaves that glory hidden in a simple 
little Host that amazes even the most brilliant minds and the greatest of teachers.  Let us approach that Host with  
humbled amazement, allowing our faith to be renewed as with the words used in the Psalm Response just a couple of 
weeks ago: Lord, when Your glory appears, my joy will be full.      

ADULT BIBLE STUDY: Fitting that we discussed the image that hangs on the wall of the room used by our 
Adult Bible Study this weekend, because they have just recently completed their fall study on prayer, using the  
Oremus series from Ascension Press.  I want to thank Diane and Mario Carlone for leading this study.  Stay tuned for 
news about another study opportunity in 2020.   

THANKSGIVING & FRIDAY MASSES: As we celebrate Thanksgiving this week, I remind you about our 
Mass times for Thursday and Friday.  On Thanksgiving itself (Thursday), Mass will be at 9 AM and this will be our 
only public liturgy, with NO evening Holy Hour, Confessions or Mass.  You may recall that I decided, upon Sister 
Anne Germaine’s departure last summer, that our Thanksgiving Collection will continue to go to the African Missions 
of the Sisters of Mary of the Presentation.  Lastly, you may recall that I began a new custom last year of moving the 
Friday Mass after Thanksgiving to noon.  It will return to its regular time the following week.  But, we will give  
ourselves the chance to catch up and sleep in right after the big holiday. 

ADVENT CONFESSIONS: With the conclusion of the Church Year, that means Advent begins next Sunday.  
Since this season of prayerful preparation is a time when we prepare our hearts, which includes being cleansed by the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, I am going to again employ the approach of attempting to offer as many opportunities as 
possible for people to celebrate the Sacrament.  I have heard the comparison that Reconciliation is like brushing your 
teeth.  When we were children, most of us waited for our parents to tell us when it was time to do it, but part of mature 
adulthood is knowing when it needs to be done and going by our own initiative.  This is why we offer the sacrament 
three times each week all year round.  During the preparatory seasons of Advent and Lent, we increase the number of 
opportunities in the following four ways: 

1. Available six days each week:  Monday, Thursday: 4:30-5 PM; Tuesday, Wednesday,  
    Friday: 7:45-8:15 AM; Saturday: 3-3:45 PM 
2. Holy Hour with Confessions: Thursday, December 12th, 7 PM 
3. Available after each Mass, Saturday, December 21st - Sunday, December 22nd. 
4. Regional Penance Service, hosted at St. Valentine’s Church in Peru on December 19th at 6:15 pm. 

        
In Christ through Mary, 

Fr. Gifford 
 

St. Louis, pray for us! 
Blessed Mary, Queen Mother of the King of Kings, pray for us! 



Other Sacramental Information 

Marriages ~ Call the parish office at least eight months    
before the wedding. 

Baptisms ~ Normally after 10:30 am Sunday Mass.        
Requires registration at St Louis Parish and participation 
in  baptismal preparation (held the third Thursday of every 
odd month). Please wait until after the preparation to 
choose        Godparents. Call parish office for more infor-
mation.  

Other Information 
Rosary 
   Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday after Mass 
   Monday and Thursday before Mass. 

If going out of town 
  Locate Mass Times by visiting: www.MassTimes.org 

Bulletin Announcements  
 Submitted to Parish Office no later than noon  
 on Tuesday for publication the following Sunday. 

Joining the Parish 
Please call the Parish Office for an appointment. 

Parish Staff 
Pastor   Fr Daniel Gifford      
            Email: stl.fr.gifford@gmail.com      
Deacon    John Murphy  
   Wk: 664-1155/Hm: 646-4723 
Trustees  Dan Legner 
   Mary Paula Schmitt 
Admin Assistant Paula Lough   
Business Manager Renee Toomey 
Director of Religious Education  Julia Mead 
  Email:  stl.juliamead@gmail.com 
Youth Coordinator  Caylee Kennedy 
        Email: stl.cayleekennedy@gmail.com 

  RCIA Coordinator  Susanna Prushinski 
  Email: stl.susannaprushinski@gmail.com 
 Maintenance Bill Uher 

Parish Office 

616 S Gosse Blvd., Princeton, IL 61356 
Office hours: Monday - Thursday ~ 8 am - 3 pm 

Friday ~ 8 am - noon 
Phone/Fax: (815) 879-0181  

 
Office of Religious Education Phone 815-872-3199  

E-mail: stlparishoffice@gmail.com 
Website: www.stlouisprinceton.org 

Church Monetary Support for the weekend of  
November 23/24, 2019 

Weekly Budget                  $7,250.00 
Amount Received  $6,536.45 
Amount Over/(Under)                                             ($713.55) 
   
Fiscal period July 1, 2019— June 30, 2020 
Amount needed to date  $145,000.00 

Amount received to date   $136,575.45 
Over (Under) budget to date                              ($8,424.55)   

 
Children’s Offering  
Total this weekend                                                        $11.00 
Fiscal year total  $328.26 

STEWARDSHIP 

 

Readings for the week of November 24, 2019 
 

Sunday: 2 Sm 5:1-3/Ps 122:1-5/Col 1:12-20/ 
Lk 23:35-43 
Monday: Dn 1:1-6, 8-20/Dn 3:52-56/Lk 21:1-4  
Tuesday: Dn 2:31-45/Dn 3:57-61/Lk 21:5-11 
Wednesday: Dn 5:1-6, 13-17, 23-28/Dn 3:62-67/ 
Lk 21:12-19 
Thursday: Dn 6:12-28/Dn 3:68-74/Lk 21:20-28 
Friday: Dn 7:2-14/Dn 3:75-81/Lk 21:29-33 
Saturday: Rom 10:9-18/Ps 19:8-11/Mt 4:18-22 
Next Sunday: Is 2:1-5/Ps 122:1-9/Rom 13:11-14/Mt 24:37-44 

A special collection will be taken up during the 
Thanksgiving Mass to support the Sisters of Mary of 
the Presentation, and their missionary work in Africa. 
Please be generous as we continue to honor the  
contributions this Order has made to the region and 
St. Louis Parish over the years!  

A cordial invitation.... 
 
St. Louis CCW will be holding 
their annual Cookie Walk 
fundraiser after the Masses on 
Saturday, Dec. 7 and Sunday, 
Dec. 8 in Harkrader 
Hall. Donuts and coffee will be 
offered to the shoppers for a 
time of fellowship. An out-
standing assortment of holiday 
cookies will be available to purchase by the pound. As a 
reminder - all parishioners are invited to donate 3 dozen 
homemade cookies which can be dropped off at Harkrader 
Hall on Saturday after 2 PM...Monies raised will be used to 
benefit St. Louis Parish. Please contact Pat  
Galassi-Carlson with questions at 815-719-2752. 

A Holy Hour for Life 
 

All are welcome to gather in prayer on the fourth 
Sunday of each month from 7-8 pm in the  
Adoration Chapel for the intention of  
respect for the sacredness of all human life. Please 
join us this Sunday,  November 24th.  



LITURGY AND SACRAMENTS 

Mass Intentions 
Monday, November 25 St. Catherine of Alexandria 

4:00 pm  Eucharistic Adoration 

5:15  pm + Shorty & Gertie Fundell  

                              By Jim Whitmore  

Tuesday, November 26  Weekday   

 7:00 am + Deb Funfsinn by Amie Neiman 

 Wednesday, November 27 Weekday 

 7:00 am + Nancy Kessler by Annette Hulslander    

 *Thursday, November 28  Thanksgiving Day     

 9:00  am Special Intention  

 *Friday, November 29  Weekday 

 12:00 pm       + Jim & Elsie Collins by Mandy Robinson 

Saturday, November 30 Vigil of the First Sunday of  

   Advent   

 4:00 pm  +  Joan Smith  

Sunday, December 1 First Sunday  of Advent 

 7:30 am               + Dorothy Haas  

                                 by Paul & Bridgette Castelein 

 9:00 am + Robert Walter Jr. by Amie Neiman  

10:30 am               People of the Parish 

*Please Note Special Mass Times for Holiday 

Liturgical Roles 
 
Daily Servers  For November 25-29, 2019  11-25 Ben 
Larsen, 11-26 Brennan Roden, 11-27 Christian Harmon, 
11-28 Simeon Bystry, 11-29 Server needed, please check 
in at Sacristy 
 
4:00 pm:  Saturday  November 30  
 Servers  TBA 
 Lectors  Bob Schabow, Sophia Oester 
 Eucharistic  Gene Menard, Jim Whitmore 
 Sacristan  Tim & Aggie Smith 
 Ushers  Rick Torri, Mike Boesch, John Cotter, Tim Hermeyer 
7:30 am: Sunday,  December 1 
 Servers  Servers needed, please check in at Sacristy 
 Lectors Beth Uher, Morgan Richards   
 Eucharistic  Rita Tracey, Bernetta Wood 
 Sacristan  Julie Hassler 
 Ushers  Bill Uher, Tom Ballard, Tom Tracey 
9:00 am: Sunday,  December 1 
 Servers  TBA 
 Lectors  Steve Harmon, Steve Bouslog 
 Eucharistic  Mary Beth Crowe, Mandy Robinson  
 Sacristan  Colleen & Christian Harmon 
 Ushers Don & Diane Evans, Tom Giehl 
10:30 am: Sunday, December 1 
 Servers  TBA 
 Lectors  David Roden, Tracy Boylan-Roden 
 Eucharistic  David Lawrence, Linda Carter 
 Sacristan  Peg Sandberg 
 Ushers Andrew Sims, Patrick Mason,  
 Jeff and Michael Ellis 
Home Ministry ~  Mary Beth Crowe, Mandy Robinson  
Nursing Homes ~  Bethany Brigham, Colleen Harmon, 
Mary Harmon, Caylee Kennedy, Rita Tracey  

“Give thanks to the LORD for he is good, 
his mercy endures forever!” -Psalm 118 

CCW Meeting—6 pm on Tuesday, November 
26th.  Do you know...when is the feast of the Holy 
Family? Or… how many of the Divine Praises  
mention Mary? You can learn the answers to these 
and other burning questions at this meeting as we play 
the Game of  Catholic Trivia. Sure to be a night of 
fellowship & fun!  

The Glimmer of Comfort Grief Support Group will 
meet on Tuesday, December 3 at 6 PM at 121 Miles 
Court. This group is for all women who have lost  
children due an illness, suicide, accident or miscarriage. 
The holidays can be a difficult time for those who have 
lost a child and who could use some help and support 
with the grief process. The door is always open and 
the  group welcomes new guests. Shelley Gorenz, a  
professional counselor, facilitates the gatherings. For 
further information call Jeanie Gelsomino at (815) 872-
6571. 

The Parish Office will be closed for the Thanksgiving 
Holiday Tuesday, November 26th at noon through 
Friday November 29th. 
Early Bulletin Submission Deadlines ~ Due to the 
Thanksgiving holiday, all announcements for   
December 8th bulletin submission are due by noon on 
Monday, December 2nd.   

19th Annual Free Thanksgiving Dinner ~ St. 
Louis Parish will once again join the Evangelical 
Covenant & New Hope Nazarene Churches to  
provide this free Thanksgiving meal for those who 
are alone or would otherwise not have a place  to 
attend on Thanksgiving Day. To RSVP for   
transportation, delivery, & carry out, please call 
Dan Gerber at 815-503-0049. 



YOUTH DISCIPLESHIP 

FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP 

ister. Please refrain from choosing Godparents until after the 

 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd ~ No 
Sessions this week for the Thanksgiving 
break. We will resume the week of  
December 3-5 - ushering in the season of 
Advent!  

Jr. High Youth Ministry! Our next Jr. High Youth Minis-
try night will be Sunday, December 1st from 5:30-7pm! If 
you are in 7th or 8th grade, you are  
welcome to attend! This is the first Sunday in  
Advent, so we will be having fun and learning ways get the 
most out of the Advent season to prepare for Christmas.  

 

High School Youth Ministry! This weekend will be our 
monthly social! A few parents have organized a game 
night! Be sure to invite friends! The following week will be 
our Advent kick-off. We'll have time to learn more about 
Advent and start the season with Adoration and  
Confession. Let Caylee Kennedy know if you have any 
questions!  

 

GIRLS TEC WEEKEND: The upcoming TEC (Teens  
Encounter Christ) weekend for girls is December 7-9.  Any 
girls in the 16+ age range who have not yet experienced a 
TEC are highly encouraged to consider joining us. If you 
need information, please feel free to reach out to Fr. 
Gifford  or visit peterstowntec.com.  

Thoughts from Father on Funerals… 

Last weekend, in the homily, I offered some thoughts on  
funerals, which I decided might be helpful for people to have 
in writing.  At the end of a homily about perseverance in faith 
with the Lord, who is completely committed and determined 
to bring us to Heaven, “the place where all blessings are,” 
where we will be freed “from all evil forever” (St. Teresa of 
Avila) and our JOY will be FULL, I elaborated on purgatory 
as the final proof of this determination of Christ.  Next, I 
shared that one of the reasons we need to know this is so that 
we know why we have funerals...      

• So much confusion about funerals today - more & more I 
work with families in a difficult position because their 
loved one said they didn’t want a funeral & when I speak 
to them - the reason always indicates a misunderstanding 
about what a funeral is; what they didn’t want isn’t what 
a funeral is… 

• Few quick notes about what a funeral isn’t: NOT a 
bunch of people sitting around feeling sad (although sad-
ness is involved & avoiding that sadness is very un-
healthy & won’t help people to move on); NOT a visita-
tion, with an open casket; does NOT have to be long and 
elaborate; NOT simply a celebration of life (I encourage 
families to think of the luncheon that way); Lastly, it’s 
NOT more for the family than for the deceased (that 
might be true of the visitation, not the funeral) 

• Funeral is expressing our love for our loved one by still 
praying for them, placing them in the hands of Our Lord, 
who loved them first & loves them perfectly, with  
gratitude, trust & confident hope in eternal life, by  
offering a profound prayer for them - ideally with the 
greatest prayer we can offer (the Mass), although it can 
be done outside of Mass, but Mass is preferred - because 
we acknowledge the reality of purgatory - If we  
understand what that means, it’s not a depressing 
thought, but one that lifts our hearts in confident hope in 
the superabundance of His Mercy 

• So, please give your loved ones a funeral & leave them 
with instructions to give you one 

• I know this only scratches the surface and there may be 
many more questions.  I would love to hear from you 
regarding whether there is a desire for an opportunity to 
do some Q&A on the topic. 

What’s Happening at St. Louis this Week 

Sun., Nov. 24th  
High School Ministry night 7 - 8:30 pm 
 
Mon, Nov. 25th   
Men’s Study 6:00 pm 
 
Tues., Nov. 26th 
Parish Office Closes at noon 
CCW Meeting 
 
Wed, Nov. 27th 
Parish Office Closed 
 
Thur., Nov. 28th —Thanksgiving Day 
Mass Time 9 am 
Parish Office Closed 
Thanksgiving Dinner at Evangelical Church - noon 
   (Please drop off food donations at 9 am ) 
 
Fri., Nov. 29th — Mass will be at noon  


