
Eucharistic Adoration is held in the 
Adoration Chapel at all times.    

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament/
Benediction Tuesdays, 8 am - noon in 
the Chapel; Mondays & Thursdays in 

the Church from 4 - 5 pm 

Mass Schedule  
Monday & Thursday 5:15 pm 

Tuesday, Wednesday,  
Friday 7:00 am 

Saturday Vigil 4:00 pm,  
Sunday 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 am 

Confessions 
Monday & Thursday   
from 4:30-5:00 pm  

Saturday 3:00-3:45 pm  
By appointment; please call 

the Parish Office. 

 

Saint Louis Catholic Church 
Diocese of Peoria  Princeton, Illinois  

  Fourth Sunday of Lent (Laetare Sunday), march 31, 2019 

 

 

“Not as man sees does God see, because man sees the appearance but 
the Lord looks into the heart.” - 1 Samuel 16 



 
Dear St. Louis Parishioners, 

This past Monday, we had another great celebration, the second of the two great solemnities that (usually) fall 
during Lent.  Another way of saying this is that they are the only times in the entire season of Lent that we put on 
white (at Mass) and pray the Gloria.  March 25th (Monday) is the Feast of the Annunciation, naturally, as it is exactly 
nine months before Christmas Day - fancy that! For that reason, the saint I want to focus on this week is - no, not our 
Blessed Mother; we’ll save her for later - St. Gabriel, the Archangel.  This messenger from God came bringing the 
Good News of Jesus Christ to this simple peasant girl, Mary.  He can be considered the First Evangelist, the first one to 
proclaim the Gospel in its own time! But, only this very poor, young girl heard it.  She heard it from the 

“lips” (figuratively speaking - angels don’t have bodies) of one whose name means the 
“Strength of God.” Her poverty aided in her purity of heart and focus on the Lord, and thus 
better disposed her to receive this Good News coming forth from the Strength of God.  We 
must be empty enough to receive, so that we may be quiet enough to hear. What do we need to 
empty ourselves of, in order to receive the message of Hope and Joy, which gives us strength 
to carry our cross? Pride? Vanity? Distractions and attachments? Many things can clutter our 
lives.  But, the more that our hands are empty, the more able we are to receive what the Lord 
wishes to place inside them. Lent becomes a time to discover a deeper meaning of emptiness. 
Emptiness is not nothingness, but a space for the Lord to enter.  Like the emptiness of the  
desert, in which the words of the Father could have echoed in our Lord’s heart and mind: This 
is My Beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.  Consider the Good News coming forth from 
the Strength of God, which He wants to speak to your heart.  Ask Saint Gabriel to intercede 
for you, that your life might be empty enough to receive the bold and beautiful words of hope 

the Lord wishes to speak into it.  As you do so, allow the Tenth Station (front cover) to embolden your heart in  
emptying yourself to receive. The moment when Jesus is stripped of His garments can not only remind us of all that 
we need to strip away from our lives, but also offer a glimpse of His readiness to give everything.  Like His Mother, 
when she offered her yes to the Strength of God, Jesus is ready and says yes to the Father, giving His life for our  
salvation. May we be empty and ready to say yes. 

LENTEN SERIES, SESSION THREE: Indeed, the Lord has much to speak to our hearts.  Join us again this 
Tuesday (or for the first time), as we consider some tools to learn to better listen and understand how He speaks, in 
Session III: Is That You, Lord?  Childcare and a light meal are available, as usual.  Also, visit our YouTube Channel 
to get caught up on the previous sessions. 

ADA PREPARATIONS: Next weekend, we will kickoff the 2019 Annual Diocesan Appeal (ADA).  Our 
goal this year will be $84,451, which is a notable increase from last year.  I am grateful for the many examples of good 
stewardship and generosity truly exemplified by our parishioners.  The evidence is within the New Testament itself 
that giving of our own resources to support the work of the Church beyond our local community is simply part of the 
Christian life, and the needs in our diocese are great.  For this reason, in light of both our increased goal and the fact 
that we regularly do not meet the goal proposed to us, I ask every family to prayerfully consider some kind of  
increase in your giving to the ADA. Thank you for all of your support.   

A KEY MOMENT OF HOSPITALITY: This coming Friday, we have a great many visitors to Saint Louis 
Parish for our Lenten Fish Fry.  Recall how, last fall, we reflected on how Prayer (on which we have been focusing 
throughout Lent) was the first of Five Pillars, designed to help us lay a strong foundation and ready our hearts for  
mission, which comes to a key point of culmination with hospitality, as visitors are welcomed inside to encounter 
Christ at the Center of a community made new by the Power of His Love.  Thanks in advance for showing this  
hospitality to the many visitors we are likely to have, that they may encounter Christ. And, consider inviting your 
neighbors to also join you in praying the Stations of the Cross before our Fish Fry! Remember, we have added a  
special time of 3:30 to accommodate the Fish Fry, as well as our usual Lenten devotion at 5:00. 

ROOF REPAIRS TO BEGIN:  Several months ago, I shared with you all that we were going to begin  
long-awaited and much-needed repairs on two large sections of the roof of the school building this spring.  Now that 
the time for that work to begin is upon us, I am very pleased to be able to share with you that we have decided that the  
entire roof over the school building (with the exception of one section, not in need of repair because it was just done a 
few years ago) will be repaired.  After much consultation with members of our Parish Council, Finance Committee, 
and Building and Grounds Committee, the decision was met with vast approval and enthusiasm.  We continue to make 
use of that building regularly with programs for parishioners of various age groups, but especially for our children and 
young people. With the vibrancy of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, Youth Ministry, Sacramental Prep, Childcare 
during our various adult formation opportunities, and the use of the gym every month for Second Sunday Stay and 
Play and a wide variety of other events, we can take joy in noting that the whole building remains in regular use and 
will for the foreseeable future!         

In Christ through Mary, 
Fr. Gifford 

 
St. Louis, pray for us! 

Blessed Mary, Queen Mother of the King of Kings, pray for us! 



Parish Staff 
Pastor   Fr Daniel Gifford      
            Email: stl.fr.gifford@gmail.com      
Deacon    John Murphy  
   Wk: 664-1155/Hm: 646-4723 
Trustees  Dan Legner 
   Mary Paula Schmitt 
Admin Assistant Paula Lough   
Business Manager Renee Toomey 
Director of Religious Education  Julia Mead 
  Email:  stl.juliamead@gmail.com 
Youth Coordinator  Caylee Kennedy 
        Email: stl.cayleekennedy@gmail.com 

  RCIA Coordinator  Susanna Prushinski 
  Email: stl.susannaprushinski@gmail.com 
 Maintenance Bill Uher 

Parish Office 

616 S Gosse Blvd., Princeton, IL 61356 
Office hours: Monday - Thursday ~ 8 am - 3 pm 

Friday ~ 8 am - noon 
Phone/Fax: (815) 879-0181  

 
Office of Religious Education Phone 815-872-3199  

E-mail: stlparishoffice@gmail.com 
Website: www.stlouisprinceton.org 

Other Sacramental Information 

Marriages ~ Call the parish office at least eight months    
before the wedding. 

Baptisms ~ Normally after 10:30 am Sunday Mass.        
Requires registration at St Louis Parish and participation in  
baptismal preparation (held the third Thursday of every odd 
month). Please wait until after the preparation to choose        
Godparents. Call parish office for more information.  

 

Other Information 
Rosary 
   Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday after Mass 
   Monday, Thursday, Saturday & Sunday before Mass. 

If going out of town 
  Locate Mass Times by visiting: www.MassTimes.org 

Bulletin Announcements  
 Submitted to Parish Office no later than noon  
 on Tuesday for publication the following Sunday. 

Joining the Parish 
Please call the Parish Office for an appointment. 

Eucharist Adoration is held in the Adoration Chapel at all 
times.   Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament/Benediction 
Tuesdays, 8 am - noon in the Chapel; Mondays & Thursdays 
in the Church from 4 - 5 pm 
 
Mass Schedule ~ Monday & Thursday—5:15 pm 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday—7:00 am 
Saturday Vigil—4:00 pm, Sunday—7:30, 9:00, 10:30 am 
 
Confessions 
Monday & Thursday  from 4:30-5:00 pm Saturday 3:00-
3:45 pm By appointment; Please call the Parish Office. 

SERVICE & FELLOWSHIP 

Church Monetary Support for the weekend of  
March 23/24, 2019 

Weekly Budget                  $7,250.00 
Amount Received  $7,429.00 
Amount Over/(Under) 179.00 
 
Fiscal period July 1, 2018— March 24, 2019 
Amount needed to date  $282,750.00 
Amount received to date  $288,613.00 
Over (Under) budget to date $5,863.00 
 
Children’s Offering  
Total this weekend  $3.00 
Fiscal year total  $636.25 

STEWARDSHIP 

In May, after years of study, one 
man will be ordained to the  
priesthood for the Diocese of Peoria. 
During his years of preparation for 
this vocation, he was supported by 
family and friends – and by everyone 
who made a gift to the Annual  
Diocesan Appeal. When you make a 
gift to the Appeal, you help meet the cost of priestly formation 
and education, since a portion of Appeal funds are used for 
this purpose. Please support our seminarians by making a gift 
to the Annual Diocesan Appeal next weekend. 

Don’t miss the St. Louis Fish 
Fry! Join us on Friday, April 
5th from 4:30-7 pm for  
fellowship and delicious 
food. If you are donating a 

dessert please drop off by noon on Friday.  

Parish Grounds Spring Clean-up 
The yards & landscaping on the church campus need to be 
cleared of debris.  Students, this would be a great opportunity 
to earn service hours.  All are welcome, please consider  
helping.  We will meet April 6th at 8:30am - 10:30am. (Rain 
date will be April 13th at 8:30 am). Please bring your own 
rakes, clippers, gloves, etc. Contact Julie Hassler at 872-0277 
with any questions.  

APRIL ULTREYA 
ILLINOIS VALLEY CURSILLO 

 
St. Patrick's Catholic Church, 176 W. Union St., Seneca will 
be the site for the April 13 ULTREYA.  A potluck dinner 
with every family bringing a dish to pass will commence at 6 
p.m.  M.C. for the evening will be Paula Freepartner who will 
introduce speaker Deacon Ron Wackerlin.  Deacon 
Wackerlin's talk will be "He Called Me".  Mass will be  
conducted at 7 p.m. with Father Ghislain officiating. 
 
We encourage Cusillistas who have participated in Cursillo, 
Via de Cristo, Walk to Emaus, Tres Dias, and The Way to 
attend.  Anyone interested in learning more about Cursillo are 
also invited to attend the Ultreya.  Ultreya means "Upward & 
Onward" and more information, if needed, can be gotten by 
calling Lay Director, Bill Dekowski at (815) 663-7188 or 
Publicity Chair, Loretta Volker at  875-1330. 



LITURGY AND SACRAMENTS 

Mass Intentions 
Monday, April 1 Lenten Weekday  

 4:00 pm Eucharistic Adoration 

 5:15 pm + Gary Wright by Dan Legner                                                                                                  

Tuesday, April 2 Lenten Weekday 

 7:00 am + Robert Houlihan 

 *9:00 am + Peter Doyle Sr. by Amie Neiman 

 Wednesday, April 3 Lenten Weekday 

 7:00 am + Francis Farley 

 Thursday, April 4 St. Isidore of Seville   

 4:00 pm  Eucharistic Adoration 

 5:15 pm +  Mary Peterson by Meghan Moore 

Friday, April 5   St. Vincent Ferrer 

 7:00 am       + Ron Hulslander 

Sat.  April 6       Vigil of the Fifth Sunday of Lent 

 4:00 pm  + Karen Swanson  

                              by Mike & Mary Jo Gustafson  

Sunday, April 7 Fifth Sunday of Lent  

 7:30 am     People of the Parish 

 9:00 am +  Marita Jaggers by Phyllis Johnson 

10:30 am   +  Phyllis Pagano by the Mead Family 

* Mass at Liberty Village  

Liturgical Roles 
 
Daily Servers  For April 1-5, 2019 
4-1 Ben Larsen, 4-2 Brennan Roden,  
4-3 Luke Smith, 4-4 Brinley & Nolan Kloepping,  
4-5 Daniel Mead  
 4:00 pm:  Saturday  April 6 
 Servers  Colton & Mallory Maubach, Sara Ruiz 
 Lectors  Bob Schabow, Julie Hassler 
 Eucharistic  Tim Smith, Jim Whitmore 
 Sacristan  Tim and Aggie Smith 
 Ushers  John Brokaw, Joel Quiram, Ray Carrington 
7:30 am: Sunday, April 7 
 Servers  Servers needed, please check in with Sacristy 
 Lectors  Beth Uher, Luke Atilano 
 Eucharistic  Charles Tiemann, Rita Tracey 
 Sacristan  JoAnn Bowman 
 Ushers  Bill Uher, Tom Ballard, Tom Tracey 
9:00 am: Sunday, April 7 
Servers  Jessica Carlone, Nick & Nate Lough 

 Lectors:  Diane and Mario Carlone 
 Eucharistic  Linda Carter, Mandy Robinson 
 Sacristan  Mandy Robinson  
 Ushers Don Evans, Diane Evans, Tom Giehl 
10:30 am: Sunday, April 7 
 Servers  Milo & Simeon Bystry, Ben Larsen  
 Lectors  Justus and Faustina Bystry 
 Eucharistic  Pat Galassi-Carlson, Mary Beth Crowe  
 Sacristan  Chris Romagnoli 
 Ushers Andrew Sims, Patrick Mason, Jeff and  
 Michael Ellis 
Home Ministry ~  Linda Carter, Mandy Robinson 
Nursing Homes ~  Mary Archer, Diane Carlone,  
Mary Harmon, Ginger Murphy, Sr. Anne Germaine 

Readings for the week of March 31, 2019 
Sunday: Jos 5:9,-12/Ps 34:2-7/2 Cor 5:17-21/Lk 15:1-3, 11-32  
Monday: Is 65:17-21/Ps 30:2 and 4-6, 11-13/Jn 4:43-54 
Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9/Jn 5:1-16 
Wednesday: Is 49:8-15/Ps 145:8-9, 13-14, 17-18/Jn 5:17-30 
Thursday: Ex 32:7-14/Ps 106:19-23/Jn 5:31-47 
Friday: Wis 2:1, 12-22/Ps 34:17-21 and 23/Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 
Saturday: Jer 11:18-20/Ps 7:2-3, 9-12/Jn 7:40-53 
Next Sunday: Is 43:16-21/Ps 126:1-6/Phil 3:8-14/Jn 8:1-11 

ADULT  DISCIPLESHIP 



Jr. High Youth Ministry!  Our next Jr. High Youth  
Ministry night is Wednesday, April 3 from 6-7:30! We'll 
have games, snacks, and time to dive deeper into the faith as 
we prepare for Easter! 
 
High School Youth Ministry!  TONIGHT, Sunday, March 
31, from 6:30-8pm, we'll be enjoying a night of bowling! 
Meet at the bowling alley in town! Come hang out with 
friends and enjoy a fun night of bowling! Stay tuned for 
other fun, upcoming events 
this spring! Also,  
every Sunday during Lent, 
we will be offering a  
Lenten Bible Study. We 
will meet before youth min-
istry on Sunday nights at 
5:30pm. This is a time to 
gather with others who are  
seeking to know more 
about the Bible and there will be time to pray with different 
passages, specifically ones that pertain to lent. Dinner will 
be provided to those who attend! Please let Caylee Kennedy 
know if you have any questions!  
 
Totus Tuus is Returning this Summer! If you will be in 
1st-12th grade next school year, mark your calendar for July 
21-26! More details and information about the program will 
be sent out in May!  

YOUTH DISCIPLESHIP 

St Louis Parish’s Traveling Statue 
 of Our Lady of Fatima 

 
Would you like to host Mary in your 
home?  The host family is asked to pray 
a daily Rosary, praying in particular for 
an increase in vocations to the  
Priesthood. If you are interested in  

hosting, please sign up on the sheet on the information 
table in Harkrader Hall’s foyer. 

 Lent at Saint Louis Parish 2019 
  

Reconciliation Times  
7:45 – 8:15 am Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays 
4:30 – 5 pm Mondays and Thursdays 
3:15 – 3:45 pm Saturdays 
Area Wide Lenten Penance Service in Oglesby at Holy Family Church on April 11 from 6-8 pm  
 
Stations of the Cross 
Every Friday at 5 pm in the Church 
Stations of the Cross on Friday, April 5 at 3:30 pm and 5 pm  

FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP 

 
A Glimmer of Comfort Grief Support Group for women who 

have lost children will be held on Tuesday, April 2 at 6 pm at 
the home of Sister Anne Germaine Picard, SMP, 620 E. 

Thompson Street. Shelley Gorenz will facilitate. This group is 
for women who have lost children from a miscarriage,  
suicide, illness or accident. For further information call Jeanie 

Gelsomino at (815) 872-6571. The door is always open and 
you will be welcome. 

CCW Easter Memorial Flowers:  An order form for Easter  
Memorial Flowers is available on the tables by the exits. Please 
complete the form and return it with your donation in the  
collection basket, or to the church office prior to Monday, April 
15th.  Please carefully print all names.  If you have any  
questions, please call Ginger Murphy at 646-4731. Thank you 
for your donation which will be used to decorate the church to 
celebrate Easter! 

THANK YOU! 
To all who brought the delicious soups for the simple soup  
supper last Friday, especially Christina Walters for  

coordinating. Additionally, thank you to the children who 
prayerfully led our Stations of the Cross.   

Children’s Mass and 

Second Sunday 

All families of the parish 
are encouraged to attend the 
10:30 am Children’s Mass 
on Sunday, April 14th.  

Pews toward the front will 
be reserved for families 
with young children. Please consider sitting in 
those pews. Father Gifford addresses his homilies 
at the children’s Masses to the children, and it 
would be helpful to have children there! ☺  

Join fellow parishioners in the gym following the 
Mass for coffee & donuts and a chance for the 
children to play. With all the cold weather, it’s 
been a great outlet for the kids! 

 

Please pray for Vocations to the   
Priesthood and Religious Life.     

St. Therese,   
Patroness of  Vocations,  

pray for us! 


