
Eucharistic Adoration is held in the 
Adoration Chapel at all times.    

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament/
Benediction Tuesdays, 8 am - noon in 
the Chapel; Mondays & Thursdays in 

the Church from 4 - 5 pm 

Mass Schedule  
Monday & Thursday 5:15 pm 

Tuesday, Wednesday,  
Friday 7:00 am 

Saturday Vigil 4:00 pm,  
Sunday 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 am 

Confessions 
Monday & Thursday   
from 4:30-5:00 pm  

Saturday 3:00-3:45 pm  
By appointment; please call 

the Parish Office. 

 

Saint Louis Catholic Church 
Diocese of Peoria  Princeton, Illinois  

  5th Sunday of Easter, May 19, 2019 

 

“…Love one Another. As I have loved you, so you  
also should love one another.” — John 13 



Dear St. Louis Parishioners, 
 
“Alleluia!  Alleluia! Alleluia! The strife is o’er, the battle done; Now is the victor’s triumph won: O let the 

song of praise be sung.  Alleluia!” This classic Easter hymn always takes on a new layer of significance as we enter 
graduation season. I will never forget how it felt singing this at Mass and Vespers at the end of each year in  
seminary.  Neither can I forget how exponentially greater it felt when I was doing so as my own class was preparing to 
graduate and return home to our respective dioceses to be ordained and begin to serve in the vineyard of the Lord, as 
priests of Jesus Christ!  What a gift - and what a responsibility! Alleluia! As many of the younger members of our  
parish family and extended family celebrate graduations from various levels of education and perhaps others may be 
celebrating retirement, we recognize how the Lord allows these various milestones to be glimpses of the final victory 
of the Lord’s Resurrection.  Throughout the Easter Season, this year, my homilies have been emphasizing how the  
victory of the Lord’s Resurrection is revealed in the Book of Revelation, which provides the Second Reading for most 
of the Easter Season, and how these revelations help us to understand how the Lord’s victory is simultaneously  
revealed and concealed in the Mass. This week, we jumped forward to the end of the book and have skipped over a 
large portion of it, which contains many of the vivid images that many people find much more puzzling and perhaps 
troubling.  Essentially, those images all reveal how the Lord is fighting for us. The ravages of sin, suffering and  
temptations of all kinds seek to turn our hearts from Him and rob us of the victory for which He endured the cross. 
This victory is His, it is established with certainty, and it is a gift He wishes to extend to us. “The strife is o’er, the  
battle done… Alleluia.” At times, we feel acutely, that the battle is still underway, demands our constant vigilance and 
at times wears us pretty thin. But, we persevere with the certainty that the outcome is sure.  “Now is the Victor’s  
triumph won… Alleluia.” One of the most famous of these images of the Lord fighting for us, which has come up a lot 
this year, is the one (Revelation 12) in which the Woman clothed with the sun and crowned with twelve stars is under  
attack and taken to her place of Safe Refuge, while the Lord sends Michael and his angels to fight the battle. This  
image closes with a description of the dragon’s bitter jealousy at defeat by telling us who the children of the Woman, 
against whom he does not relent in his attacks, truly are: “Those who keep God’s commandments and bear witness to 
Jesus.”  This makes us children of the Woman (representing both Mary and the Church) and children of the Most High 
God. And so, we go to Him with confidence, as children. When we look at an image of the children coming to Jesus, 
such as the one which hangs in our Atrium hallway (front cover), we should have great gratitude when we consider the 
peace and serenity in which the battle that still rages is concealed from their eyes and ours. The Mass is our place of 
Safe Refuge, where we go to the Lord as children and the spiritual battle that rages is concealed from our eyes, but it is 
indeed present in our midst. It is good to allow Revelation to lift the veil and show us this battle that is hidden from our 
eyes, but we reflect upon it from a standpoint of confidence in His victory.  While we do not even hear the cries and 
clamor of battle, we do hear our Victor promising us that He will not stop fighting for us. He will lay down His life 
that we may have life abundantly. His Body will be given up. His Blood will be shed. For us. So, we come forward as 
children, grateful and confident, to receive the victory for which He endured the cross. And we express our gratitude 
with a single word: Amen. 

PARISH TUITION ASSISTANCE FOR CATHOLIC SCHOOLS: As we consider children coming to the 
Lord, I wish to share with you again of Saint Louis Parish’s ongoing commitment to help make Catholic Education 
more accessible to our children.  We have received questions about whether we will be offering the tuition assistance 
to area Catholic Schools again next year. After our last Finance Committee meeting, I am pleased to report that the 
decision was made unanimously and unhesitatingly to continue to offer this assistance.  This tuition assistance amounts 
to a 50% match paid directly to the school, based on the parish members’ paid out of pocket costs for tuition.  This 
offer will be extended to active parishioners sending children to an area Catholic elementary school (K-8) or high 
school, including St. Bede Academy.  In addition, our parish continues to pay assessments to those Catholic  
elementary schools where some of our parish children attend, resulting in our parish families being eligible for the  
parishioner rate at those schools.  For further questions, please feel free to discuss financial details with Renee Toomey 
(Business Manager) or pastoral concerns with me. 

GRADUATIONS: As I mentioned at the beginning of this letter, this time of year contains many celebrations 
of students graduating from various levels of education.  To all of our graduates, congratulations. You remain in our 
prayers, as you move forward to the next stage of life into which the Lord is now leading you.  May you continue to 
walk with Him and always allow Him to lead. He will take you to places that you never dreamed. Trust me. I never 
dreamed of coming to Princeton, but I’m really glad it was in His plan!   

 

       
In Christ through Mary, 

Fr. Gifford 
 

St. Louis, pray for us! 
Blessed Mary, Queen Mother of the King of Kings, pray for us! 



Parish Staff 
Pastor   Fr Daniel Gifford      
            Email: stl.fr.gifford@gmail.com      
Deacon    John Murphy  
   Wk: 664-1155/Hm: 646-4723 
Trustees  Dan Legner 
   Mary Paula Schmitt 
Admin Assistant Paula Lough   
Business Manager Renee Toomey 
Director of Religious Education  Julia Mead 
  Email:  stl.juliamead@gmail.com 
Youth Coordinator  Caylee Kennedy 
        Email: stl.cayleekennedy@gmail.com 

  RCIA Coordinator  Susanna Prushinski 
  Email: stl.susannaprushinski@gmail.com 
 Maintenance Bill Uher 

Parish Office 

616 S Gosse Blvd., Princeton, IL 61356 
Office hours: Monday - Thursday ~ 8 am - 3 pm 

Friday ~ 8 am - noon 
Phone/Fax: (815) 879-0181  

 
Office of Religious Education Phone 815-872-3199  

E-mail: stlparishoffice@gmail.com 
Website: www.stlouisprinceton.org 

Other Sacramental Information 

Marriages ~ Call the parish office at least eight months    
before the wedding. 

Baptisms ~ Normally after 10:30 am Sunday Mass.        
Requires registration at St Louis Parish and participation in  
baptismal preparation (held the third Thursday of every odd 
month). Please wait until after the preparation to choose        
Godparents. Call parish office for more information.  

 

Other Information 
Rosary 
   Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday after Mass 
   Monday, Thursday, Saturday & Sunday before Mass. 

If going out of town 
  Locate Mass Times by visiting: www.MassTimes.org 

Bulletin Announcements  
 Submitted to Parish Office no later than noon  
 on Tuesday for publication the following Sunday. 

Joining the Parish 
Please call the Parish Office for an appointment. 

Eucharist Adoration is held in the Adoration Chapel at all 
times.   Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament/Benediction 
Tuesdays, 8 am - noon in the Chapel; Mondays & Thursdays 
in the Church from 4 - 5 pm 
 
Mass Schedule ~ Monday & Thursday—5:15 pm 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday—7:00 am 
Saturday Vigil—4:00 pm, Sunday—7:30, 9:00, 10:30 am 
 
Confessions 
Monday & Thursday  from 4:30-5:00 pm Saturday 3:00-
3:45 pm By appointment; Please call the Parish Office. 

SERVICE & FELLOWSHIP 

Jubilee Celebration 
 

The CCW will be hosting an open 
house to celebrate Father Edward 
Harkrader's 50th jubilee (50 years 
of priesthood) on Saturday, June 8 
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. in Harkrader 
Hall.  Please come and join us to 
congratulate him on this very  
special anniversary! 

FOOD PANTRY WEEKEND: Next weekend, May 25 & 26, 
the Knights of Columbus will be collecting nonperishable food 
items and monetary donations for the Bureau County Food  
Pantry. While the Pantry received a large influx of food from the 
Mail Carriers last week, they still need many of the high need 
items, including breakfast cereal, peanut butter and canned fruit. 
There is a special need for sugar free items, especially pancake 
syrup. Low sodium soups and gluten free products are also 
needed. Thank you does not adequately express the gratitude 
of those who struggle to feed themselves and their families.  

St. Louis Parish hosted Our Table on May 13th. We served 110 
people. Many thanks to all the people who helped make this meal 
successful.—Marcia Obenhaus  

2nd Collection to Honor Sister Anne Germaine 
  
A second collection will be taken up after all the Masses the 
weekend of May 25th/26th,  to support the African Missions 
of the Sisters of Mary of the Presentation, and as a means for St. 
Louis Parishioners to honor our dear Sister Anne Germaine, 
who will be returning to her Order’s U.S. Provincial base in 
North Dakota at the end of the month. Sister Anne Germaine has 
ministered tirelessly to the people of St. Louis parish, as well as 
the greater Princeton community, for the last eleven years. 
 
She will be greatly missed, so please be generous in your giving 
as a way to express appreciation for all she has done for us 
during her time here at St. Louis! 

Reception for  
Sister Anne Germaine 

 
The CCW will be hosting a 
reception after the 4 pm 
Mass on Saturday, May 25th 
in Harkrader Hall to honor 
and say farewell to our  
beloved Sister Anne  
Germaine.  

The Parish Office will be closed on Memorial Day,  May 27th.  



LITURGY AND SACRAMENTS 

Mass Intentions 
 

Monday, May 20 St. Bernadine of Siena  

 4:00 pm Eucharistic Adoration 

 5:15 pm + Gary Coates 

 Tuesday, May 21 St. Christopher Magallanes  

                              & Companions  

 7:00 am + Celia Tulini by Jim & Nancy Carlson 

 *9:00 am + Ann Ehrmantrout  

                           by Kathy Lowe– Authur 

 Wednesday, May 22 St. Rita of Cascia 

 7:00 am + Jean Hall by Simeon Bystry 

 Thursday, May 23 Easter Weekday  

 4:00 pm  Eucharistic Adoration 

 5:15 pm +  Colin Ritchison 

Friday, May 24  Easter Weekday 

 7:00 am       + Pauline Arkels 

Sat.  May 25       Vigil of the Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 4:00 pm  + Loren Schofield  

 Sunday, May 26 Sixth Sunday of Easter  

 7:30 am     People of the Parish 

 9:00 am +  Bud & Helen Kubitz  

10:30 am   +  Mary Williams  

                               by Kathy Kettman Kmetz 

 
* Mass at Greenfield  

Liturgical Roles 
 
Daily Servers  For May 20-24, 2019 
5-20 Brinley & Nolan Kloepping, 5-21 Brennan Roden,  
5-22 Jessica Carlone, 5-23 Sara Ruiz, 5-24 Daniel Mead 
 4:00 pm:  Saturday  May 25 
 Servers  Kenzie & Jackson Mason, Sara Ruiz 
 Lectors  Bob Schabow, Sophia Oester  
 Eucharistic  Gene Menard, Jim Whitmore 
 Sacristan  Peg Sandberg 
 Ushers  Rick Torri, Mike Boesch, John Cotter, Tim Hermeyer 
7:30 am: Sunday, May 26 
 Servers  Servers needed, please check in with Sacristy 
 Lectors  Beth Uher, Morgan Richards 
 Eucharistic  Rita Tracey, Bernetta Wood 
 Sacristan  Lori Atilano  
 Ushers  Mike Farley, Wayne Stone, Dennis Thompson, 
Gary Blessman 
9:00 am: Sunday, May 26 
Servers  Cameron Lawrence, Colton & Mallory Maubach 

 Lectors:  Steve Harmon, Katie Lawrence  
 Eucharistic  Caylee Kennedy, Mark Mead  
 Sacristan  Colleen & Christian Harmon  
 Ushers Jim Whitaker, Quint Quiram, Dan Legner 
10:30 am: Sunday, May 26 
 Servers  Milo & Simeon Bystry, Ben Larsen  
 Lectors  David Roden, Tracy Boylan-Roden 
 Eucharistic  Joseph & Sally Quagliano  
 Sacristan  Chris Romagnoli 
 Ushers Bob Hartwig, Chris Romagnoli, Ken Lough  
Home Ministry ~  Caylee Kennedy, Mark Mead  
Nursing Homes ~  Linda Carter, Linda Mahnesmith,  
Roger and Linda McCabe, Sister Anne Germaine,  
Rita Tracey  

Readings for the week of May 12, 2019 
 
Sunday: Acts 14:21-27/Ps 145:8-10-13/Rv 21:1-5/Jn 13:31-35 
Monday: Acts 14:5-18/Ps 115:1-2, 3-4, 15-16 [1ab]/Jn 14:21-26 
Tuesday: Acts 14:19-28/Ps 145:10-13, 21Jn 14:27-31 
Wednesday: Acts 15:1-6/Ps 122:1-5/Jn 15:1-8 
Thursday: Acts 15:7-21/Ps 96:1-3, 10/Jn 15:9-11 
Friday:  Acts 15:22-31/Ps 57:8-10 and 12/Jn 15:12-17 
Saturday: Acts 16:1-10/Ps 100:1-3, 5/Jn 15:18-21 
Next Sunday: Acts 15:1-2, 22-29/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8/Rv 21:10-14, 
22-23/Jn 14:23-29  

  
 

  

Church Monetary Support for the weekend of  
May 11/12, 2019 

Weekly Budget                  $7,250.00 
Amount Received  $6,765.00 
Amount Over/(Under) ($485.00) 
 
Fiscal period July 1, 2018— May 12, 2019 
Amount needed to date  $319,000.00 
Amount received to date  $324,404.00 
Over (Under) budget to date                                        $5,404.00 
 
Children’s Offering  
Total this weekend  $46.00 
Fiscal year total  $874.35 

STEWARDSHIP 



Jr. High Youth Ministry! Mark your calendar for our first Lunch and Games on Wednesday, June 5th from 12-1:30pm! We will 
hang out, have lunch, and play games a few weekdays during the summer! This is open to any 7th or 8th grader, so bring 
friends!   The other two dates are Tuesday, June 18th and Tuesday, July 30th! If you have any questions, please contact Caylee Ken-
nedy.    
 
High School Youth Ministry!  This weekend, May 19th, we will have an outdoor movie night! Bring a lawn chair or a blanket and 
enjoy a movie on a big screen!  
 
Totus Tots and Totus Tuus are coming July 21-26! All youth from 3 years old to those entering 12th grade are invited to  

participate in either Totus Tots or Totus Tuus! Totus Tots is for those that are 3 years old to kids entering kindergarten and will 
meet Monday-Friday from 9-11am. The Totus Tuus day program for kids entering 1st-6th grade is Monday - Friday 9-2:30! And the 

night program is for the teens entering 7th-12th grade and runs Sunday-Thursday from 7-9pm. If you have any questions, please 
contact Caylee Kennedy!  

YOUTH DISCIPLESHIP 

FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP 

I would like to extend a 
heartfelt thanks to the  
Family Discipleship  
volunteers for the many 
hours they donated to the        
programs this year. The 

following Household Leaders assisted parents to 
grow in their faith and provide a place of  
community: Rachel Bystry, Mario & Diane  
Carlone, Tim & Patty Daluga, Colleen & Steve 
Harmon, Dave & Katie Lawrence, and Tim & 
Jane Taylor. The following catechists assisted 
parents in their primary role as educators in the 
faith: Linda Carter, Mary Beth Crowe, Kathleen 
Ellis, Pat Galassi-Carlson, Mark Mead, Renee 
Toomey, Rita Tracey and Cathy Trowbridge. And 
finally, I wish to thank all the families who 
jumped in with both feet this year, especially 
those who helped coordinate and execute an 
event. You make it worth all the effort! Please 
keep Fr. Gifford and me in your prayers over the 
summer as we discern and plan our  
programming for next fall. 

In Christ, Julia Mead 

Congratulations to all of our 2019 Graduates!  
 
7 Things Every High School Graduate Should Hear… 
1. Live with intention. College will be full of new opportunities. Think carefully about your priorities for your new 
start. 
2. Make the right friends. There will be plenty of new people! Concentrate on the ones who motivate you to be a 
better person. 
3. It's a big world! Look for new perspectives, new opportunities, and new ideas that push you to grow.  
4. Find a mentor. Building relationships with people who have "been there, done that" can be a great help. 
5. Give yourself away. You may not need to volunteer anymore, but you'll surprised what you learn, how you 
grow, and who you meet when you serve. 
6. Before you go, learn how to do your laundry, address an envelope, schedule a doctor's appointment, use public 
transportation, and cook basic meals (ramen doesn't count!). 
7. Remember that God is in control. And that's a good thing! 


