


Dear St. Louis Parishioners, 
 We need one another.  This basic truth is built into all 
of us, by our God who is a Communion of Persons (Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit) and made us in His image and likeness.  And 
the experiences of this year have made this need abundantly 
clear.  Among the things I have been occupied with recently are 
ways of trying to meet this need in whatever we can, as I con-
tinue to try to place more and more of my focus on reconnecting 
with parishioners and giving them the opportunity to reconnect 
with each other.  This past Monday, I was pleased to reconvene 
with some of the men for Men’s Study, as well as making visits 
in recent weeks to a couple of our other prayer and study 
groups, who have been gladly regathering after so many months 
apart.  I have been working with our volunteers to help arrange 
for safe modes of interaction for our teens after our Wednesday 
evening Youth Eucharistic Adoration nights, as well as the up-
coming Mass for Youth and Families on Sunday, September 
13th.  I have also been working with Julia Mead on planning to 
resume our other Family Discipleship opportunities.  All of 
these things point to the joy of seeing and experiencing parish-
ioners gathering in person.  Yet, they also demonstrate how the 
Lord wishes, not only to draw us to one another, but also to 
draw us to Himself.  This is what the reality of Communion in 
the Body of Christ, the Church, is all about.  God made us for 
Communion with Himself and with one another.  He draws us 
toward one another, as He draws us toward Himself and vice 
versa.  Let us embrace this awesome reality of the call to com-
munion, built into each one of us, by reaching out to the Lord 
and to one another.   

ADA AROUND THE CORNER: Some of you may 
have been wondering what happened to the Annual Diocesan 
Appeal (ADA)?  We ordinarily have the appeal in the Spring.  
With the delay, due to the pandemic, it will launch this year on 
September 19-20.  We will not view the video during Mass this 
year or have cards in the pews, as it will be done mostly by mail 
and the video can be viewed online.  This year has brought 
hardship on nearly everyone, including economically.  The 
needs in the diocese, of which we are a part and on which we 
rely for support, are also very real and present at this time, so I 
thank you in advance for being as generous as you can to help 
meet these needs, remembering that it does indirectly help the 
parish as well.       

DOING JUSTICE:  Continuing our reflection on 
some of the words of the U.S. Bishops’ pastoral letter against 
racism (Open Wide Our Hearts: The Enduring Call to Love), 
we begin to consider the ‘Christian call for all of us in this 
country to “walk humbly with our God” so that, by his grace, 
racism will be eradicated’ inspired by Micah 6:8.  First, we con-
sider the bishops’ thoughts on “Do Justice”: “For a nation to be 
just, it must be a society that recognizes and respects the legiti-
mate rights of individuals and peoples. These rights precede any 
society because they flow from the dignity granted to each per-
son as created by God. We are reminded of this fundamental 
truth in the earliest passages of the book of Genesis: Then God 
said: Let us make human beings in our image, after our like-
ness. Let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds 
of the air, the tame animals, all the wild animals, and all the 
creatures that crawl on the earth. God created mankind in his 
image; in the image of God he created them; male and female 
he created them. (Gen 1:26-27) From revelation, we know that 
the one God who created the human race is Triune, a commun-
ion of truth and love, and so by faith we recognize all the more 
clearly that human beings are, by their very nature, made for 
communion. Pope Benedict XVI noted, “As a spiritual being, 
the human creature is defined through interpersonal relations. 
The more authentically he or she lives these relations, the more 

his or her own personal identity matures. It is not by isolation 
that man establishes his worth, but by placing himself in rela-
tion with others and with God.” We are meant to love God with 
our whole being, which then overflows into love for our neigh-
bor. “Whoever loves God must love his brother” (1 Jn 4:21). 
This is the original meaning of justice, where we are in right 
relationship with God, with one another, and with the rest of 
God's creation. Justice was a gift of grace given to all of human-
ity. After sin entered the world, however, this sense of justice 
was overtaken by selfish desires, and we became inclined to sin. 
St. Augustine described well our lives after Eden, saying that in 
the fallen world our relationships with one another have been 
guided by a “lust to dominate.” Whether recognized or not, the 
history of the injustices done to so many, because of their race, 
flows from this “lust to dominate” the other.  Even when we are 
freed from Original Sin by Baptism, we continue to struggle 
with overcoming temptation and sin in our lives.  Although our 
nation has moved forward in a number of ways against racial 
discrimination, we have lost ground in others. Despite signifi-
cant progress in civil law with regard to racism, societal reali-
ties indicate a need for further catechesis to facilitate conversion 
of hearts... We are not finished with the work... Many of our 
institutions still harbor, and too many of our laws still sanction, 
practices that deny justice and equal access to certain groups of 
people. God demands more from us. We cannot, therefore, look 
upon the progress against racism in recent decades and con-
clude that our current situation meets the standard of justice. In 
fact, God demands what is right and just.”   

Let me pause for a moment, before continuing the quo-
tation from the document.  We might read these words and 
wonder, what kind of laws and institutional practices are they 
referring to, that ‘deny justice and equal access to certain 
groups of people’?  This is a fair and important question.  If we 
wonder why they don’t be more specific, it is important to con-
sider the sort of delicate balance required in what they are doing 
in this document. They are not political activists, but shepherds 
of the flock and ministers of the Gospel.  They are not claiming 
or intending to correct the problem themselves, naming specifi-
cally all of the problems and solutions.  Rather, they are at-
tempting to communicate why this is relevant to us as Chris-
tians and should be a concern for us, so that they can then go 
onto identify the principles which should inform the democratic 
process of working toward appropriate practical solutions.  The 
Gospel has something to say about the matter.  But the solution 
does not rest solely with the bishops.  The bishops are doing 
their job of reminding us that the Gospel calls us to faithful citi-
zenship, which calls us to be concerned with the matter and 
willing to dialogue openly with others in a manner that works 
toward clearer understandings of the problem and genuine solu-
tions.  Thus, they continue.     

“As Christians, we are called to listen and know the 

stories of our brothers and sisters. We must create opportunities 

to hear, with open hearts, the tragic stories that are deeply im-

printed on the lives of our brothers and sisters, if we are to be 

moved with empathy to promote justice. Many groups, such as 

the Irish, Italians, Mexicans, Puerto Ricans, Poles, Jews, Chi-

nese, and Japanese, can attest to having been the target of racial 

and ethnic prejudice in this country. It is also true that many 

groups are still experiencing prejudice, including rising anti-

Semitism, the discrimination many Hispanics face today, and 

anti-Muslim sentiment. Especially instructive at this moment, 

however, are the historical and contemporary experiences of 

Native and African Americans.”   

      

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER GIFFORD 



Parish Staff 
 

Pastor   Fr Daniel Gifford      
            Email: stl.fr.gifford@gmail.com      
Deacon    John Murphy  
   Wk: 664-1155/Hm: 646-4723 
Trustees  Dan Legner 
   Mary Paula Schmitt 
Admin Assistant Paula Lough   
Business Manager Renee Toomey 
Director of Religious 
 Education    Julia Mead 
   stl.juliamead@gmail.com 

  RCIA Coordinator   Susanna Prushinski 
   stl.susannaprushinski@gmail.com 
Maintenance  Bill Uher 

Parish Office 

616 S Gosse Blvd., Princeton, IL 61356 
Office hours:  Currently Closed  Due to COVID-19 

    To continue to serve you, we are checking voicemail and 
emails daily  

 
Phone: (815) 879-0181  

E-mail: stlparishoffice@gmail.com 
Website: www.stlouisprinceton.org 

YouTube Channel: St Louis Parish in Princeton  
FaceBook Page: www.facebook.com/stlouisprinceton  

Mass Intentions 
 

 

 

Monday, September 7 Labor Day  

4-5:00 pm    Holy Hour  

5:15 pm  +Phyllis Pagano 

 

Tuesday, September 8 The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary   

7:00 am  + Karen Swanson by Mary Jo Gustafson  

 

Wednesday, September 9 St. Peter Claver, Priest  

7:00 am  + Arnold McCauley by Pat Quiram  

 

Thur, September  10  Weekday  

4-5:00 pm  Holy Hour  

5:15 pm  +Iola Carlson by Joanne Stocking  

 

Friday, September 11 Patriot Day  

7:00 am   +Dorothy Haas by Dr. Tim and Julie Puhr  

 

Saturday,  September 12 Vigil of  the 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

4:00 pm   + Mary Peterson 

 

Sunday, September 13 Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:30 am  +John Murphy by Mary & Tom Murphy  

9:30 am  People of the Parish 

11:30 am  +Dorothy Bebej by Mary Beth Dever  

   

Prayer for the Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers 
 

Lord God, Master of the Vineyard,  
How wonderful that you have invited us who labor  by the sweat  

of our brow to be workers in the vineyard 
and assist your work to shape the world around us.  

 
As we seek to respond to this call, make us attentive to  

those who seek work but cannot find it.  
 

Help us listen to the struggles of those who work hard to provide  
for their families but still have trouble making ends meet.  

 
Open our eyes to the struggles of those exploited and help us speak for just 
wages and safe conditions, the freedom to organize, and time for renewal. 
For work was made for humankind and not humankind for work. Let it not 
be a vehicle for exploitation but a radiant expression of our human dignity.  

 
Give all who labor listening hearts that we may pause  

from our work to receive your gift of rest.  
 

Fill us with your Holy Spirit that you might work  
through us to let your justice reign.  

 
Amen.  

 -United States Conference of Catholic Bishops.  



ST. LOUIS SCHEDULE 
MASS SCHEDULE 

MON , THR    5:15 PM 
TUE, WED, FRI    7:00 AM 
SAT     4:00 PM 
SUN     7:30, 9:30, 11:30 AM 
 
(SAT 4 PM Live-streamed on FaceBook and broadcast on WZOE 
1490 AM ) 
 
OUTDOOR DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

(AT ANDERSON ST ENTRANCE) 
SAT  5:00 PM 
SUN  10:30 AM 
 
RECONCILIATION 

(ST. JEROME ROOM) 
MON, THR 4:30 PM 
TUE, WED 3:00 PM   
SAT  3:00 PM 
 
HOLY HOUR 

MON, THR 4:00 PM 
 
PRIVATE PRAYER 

(INSIDE CHURCH-OPEN TO ALL) 
MON, THUR 9-2:30 PM 
TUE, WED 9-1:30 PM; 3-8:00 PM 
FRI  9-1:30 PM 

Liturgical/Volunteer Roles 
4:00 pm:  Saturday, September 12 

 Lectors  Peacock Family 
 Sacristan Julie Hassler 
 Greeters Dan & Cynthia Tracy    
 *Cleaners Bystry & Larsen Families 
 
 

7:30 am: Sunday, September 13 

 Lectors   Mary Paula Schmitt 
 Sacristan Joann Bowman 
 Greeters  Tom Ballard, Dennis Thompson  
 *Cleaners Gary & Marcia Blessman, Tim & Paula Anderson,  
                 Pat Wiggim  
 

9:30 am: Sunday, September 13 

 Lectors  Diane Carlone 
 Sacristan Chris Romagnoli 
 Greeters  Dan Legner, Jim Whitaker, Quint Quiram   
 *Cleaners Quint Quiram, Jim Whitaker, Steve Bouslog 
                 
11:30 am: Sunday, September 13 

 Lectors    Mary Archer 
 Sacristan  Susanna Prushinski 
 Greeters   Bob Hartwig, Ken Lough 
 *Cleaners  Lough Family, Mary Beth Crowe     
* If you are unable to fulfill your cleaning duties on a particular 
weekend , please call Tim Smith  815-503-9329  

Readings for the week of September 6, 2020 
 
Sunday: Ez 33:7-9/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 [8]/Rom 13:8-10/Mt 18:15-20 
Monday: 1 Cor 5:1-8/Ps 5:5-6, 7, 12 [9]/Ps 5:5-6, 7, 12 [9]/Lk 6:6-11 
Tuesday: Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30/Ps 13:6ab, 6c /Mt 1:1-16, 18-23  
Wednesday: 1 Cor 7:25-31/Ps 45:11-12, 14-15, 16-17 /Lk 6:20-26 
Thursday: 1 Cor 8:1b-7, 11-13/Ps 139:1-3, 13-14, 23-24 /Lk 6:27-38 
Friday: 1 Cor 9:16-19, 22b-27/Ps 84:3, 4. 5-6, 12 [2]/Lk 6:39-42 
Saturday: 1 Cor 10:14-22/Ps 116:12-13, 17-18 [17]/Lk 6:43-49 
Next Sunday: Sir 27:30—28:7/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12 [8]/Rom 
14:7-9/Mt 18:21-35 

Church Monetary Support 
 through August 30, 2020  

Amount Budgeted                                $  6,500 
Amount Received                                 $   5,345  
Amount Over/(Under)                                             $ (1,155) 
  
Fiscal Period July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2021 
  
Amount needed to date                        $ 58,500 
Amount Received to date:                     $ 56,639  
 Over/(Under)budget to date                             $(1,861)    

STEWARDSHIP 

RCIA, is it for you?  
Are you seeking answers to life’s questions?  Are you being 
inspired to inquire about the Catholic faith?  Are you seeking to 
join the Catholic Church?  Are you baptized, but have not  
received First Confession, First Holy Communion, and or  
Confirmation?  Do you want to deepen your faith?  Do you  
desire to know the “why” of Church teachings?...then RCIA is 
for YOU!   
RCIA will be held one evening a week starting in mid-
September (the day of the week is yet to be determined).  We 
will be meeting at St. Louis Parish.  Please come and join us as 
our faith seeks understanding.  Please contact Susanna 
Prushinski (RCIA Coordinator) with your interest in RCIA and 
any  questions/comments 815-915-6960 or  
stl.susannaprushinski@gmail.com or contact the parish office.  

Tuesday, September 15th  at 7 pm 

 For Victims of All Forms of Abuse 



FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP 

Registration for 2020/2021 Catechesis of the Good  
Shepherd and Sacramental Prep ~ Letters, registration 
forms and schedules were mailed last week to families 
who participated last year, and they are also available on 
the 'Family Discipleship' tab on the parish website. If you 
have any questions about our faith formation program for 
families and children, including children's preparation for 
the Sacraments, please contact Julia Mead 
| stl.juliamead@gmail.com, or call the Parish Office. 

YOUTH DISCIPLESHIP 

A Special Mass for Youth and Families 
We are planning a special Sunday Mass on  Sunday, Sep-
tember 13th  at 6:30 pm. This will be for anyone going 
into grades 8th through 12th and their families. More in-
formation will be coming soon about the short “after par-
ty” that both youth and their families can stay for after-
wards.  Mark your calendars and stay tuned! 
 

Happily, the children are coming back for CGS and  
Confirmation Prep!! Sessions will be starting the week of 
September 15th. Unfortunately, many of the adult  
helpers are unable to, so we are looking for volunteers 
to help on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from  
6-7:30 pm. If interested, please contact Julia  

A Parent Meeting for families involved in CGS and/or 
Confirmation prep will be held the evenings of Tuesday, 
September 8th and Wednesday, September 9th.  
Parents need only attend one or the other. 6—7 pm in  
Harkrader Hall. 

Registration 

For 2020/2021! 

O U R  T A B L E 

Our Table participation has been on hold, because of the  
Pandemic and will remain on hold until things improve. The 
Our Table board has met to address the problem with patrons 
who have struggled with receiving food or meals during these 
difficult times. The Board has asked each participating Church 
that helps provide meals, for help. The board has requested a 
monetary donation that would provide food for those in need. 
They hope to distribute this help in October. Members of St. 
Louis have graciously helped with meals for Our Table and for 
those in need... we are asking for a donation after all Masses, 
September 19/20. If you have any questions, please call Linda 
McCabe 815-875-2539.  

FOOD PANTRY UPDATE: Last weekend the 

Knights of Columbus collected 130 nonperishable food items 
and $1,042 in monetary donations for the Bureau County Food 
Pantry. Thanks to all for your generosity as we re-start this 
important service to the community. The Pantry staff were 
happy to see us when we made the delivery on Monday and 
look forward to our continuing support. 

MEN’S STUDY GROUP 
Meets in the St. Aloysius Room, (except when the 
Knights meet) at 6 pm on Monday evenings. Hope 
you can join us! 

Parent Meeting 


