
   

 



Dear St. Louis Parishioners, 
 

“Why should we adore God?  Every person who understands that he is God’s creature will humbly recognize 
the Almighty and adore Him.  Christian adoration, however, sees not only the greatness, omnipotence, and holiness of 
God.  It also kneels before the Divine Love that became man in Jesus Christ.  Someone who really adores God kneels 
down before Him or prostrates Himself on the ground (or whatever physical gesture is possible and appropriate).  This 
gives expression to the truth about the relation between man and God: He is great, and we are little.  At the same time, 
man is never greater than when he freely and devoutly kneels down (literally or figuratively) before God.  The unbeliev-
er who is seeking God and is beginning to pray can find God in this way.” - YouCat 485 (parenthetical phrases added).  
This passage was read at the beginning of our Thursday Holy Hour this past week.  It is such a joy that we were able to 
offer this in the parking lot again, with parishioners present, as we readied our hearts for the outdoor Mass in the park-
ing lot scheduled for this weekend.  On one hand, reading about adoration in a manner that discusses the physical ex-
pressions of it, which we are perhaps unable to engage in, during some of our outdoor celebrations, can be strange.  
However, it is meant to remind us of the point of these physical gestures - giving adoration to our God who is both 
Great in His Holiness and Glory and superabundantly Good in His Loving Kindness, Tenderness, Compassion and Mer-
cy.  Renewing our understanding of purpose in this way, we can better prepare ourselves to reapply that purpose to 
whatever gestures are most appropriate in our own circumstances, seeking always to give our best to God, with both our 
souls and our bodies.  And why would we not? The Greatness of God is ever unchanging and awareness of this fact - 
that God is still God - lifts our hearts in hope, when so much else in this world at times seems bleak.  Meanwhile, the 
Goodness of God is also ever-present, as this weekend's celebration of Pentecost reminds us. Yes indeed, as we cele-
brated last week, Jesus went up into Heaven, to sit at the right hand of the Father.  Nonetheless, this weekend, we recall 
that God Himself also came down yet again to be with us, to guide and empower us to make His Kingdom present in 
this broken and hurting world.  We are not abandoned. The Lord is with us. He is Here - Emmanuel: God With Us. It is 
a time of great rejoicing, as well as a time of responsibility, as we recognize that He came, not only to walk among us, 
but to live within us.  Thus, the responsibility that is reawakened within us is to be creative and generous, in these days 
in which social distancing and other regulations are still our current mode of operations, about bringing this presence of 
God within us to others in any way that we can. After He first came down at Pentecost, the Church was unleashed on 
the world and the faith exploded. Let's pray and work that this will happen again this Pentecost even if it looks a little 
different.  Be creative, hopeful, and thoughtful: how can I reach out to someone to bring the presence of Christ to them?  
I am so grateful for the outreach among parishioners by phone, online means, and even creative, safe, and socially dis-
tant personal encounters.  Let's not let it stop now.  Even if the parish is able to begin offering more things to those able 
to participate, it will still be a while before those most vulnerable will be able to do so.  So, one of the worst things we 
could do would be to neglect those efforts now. Now is the time when it is so crucial to allow the gift of Christ living 
within us, in a new and deeper way that is renewed by perhaps a recent reception of Holy Communion, for example, to 
ignite our hearts and make us passionate, generous and committed apostles to those most in need.  Thank you for all the 
ways you have reached out to one another. Keep it up! 

 

A TEAM OF SERVANTS: In accord with the safety guidelines given to us by our bishops, who are following 
the advice of public health officials, I am putting a team in place to serve the community throughout the process of 
gradual reopening.  This team exists to ensure the prioritization of everyone’s safety, given the new safety guidelines 
within which we will be working.  Their efforts will require the assistance of a number of more volunteers, who they 
will be responsible for overseeing, as well as the overall cooperation of all.  Please stay tuned for more information. 

 

KEEP STAYING TUNED: Please understand that the timely nature of the developments already underway 
limits our ability to consistently make the bulletin, for example, our primary way of keeping people updated.  As things 
continue to change by the day, I strongly encourage you to subscribe to our daily email, if you have not done so already.     
 

        
In Christ through Mary, 

Fr. Gifford 
 

St. Louis, pray for us! 
Blessed Mary, Queen Mother of the King of Kings, pray for us! 

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER GIFFORD 



Mass Intentions 
Masses will be livestreamed on FaceBook at times listed below 

and then posted on YouTube  

 
Monday, June 1 The Blessed Virgin Mary,  

  Mother of the Church  

5:00 pm   +Ron Hulslander by Annette Hulslander  

Tuesday, June 2  Sts. Marcellinus and Peter, Martyrs  

10:30 am + Esther Moloney by Mandy Robinson  

 

Wednesday, June 3 St. Charles Lwanga and Companions,  

     Martyrs  

10:30 am + Dorothy Bebej by Mary Beth Dever  

 

Thursday, June 4 Weekday    

3:30—4:30 pm  Holy Hour  

5:00  pm     +Dave Sawitoski by Julie & Tim Puhr  

 

Friday, June 5 St. Boniface, Bishop and Martyr        

  +Jim & Elsie Collins by Mandy Robinson  

No Mass livestreams on Friday 

 

Saturday,  June 6  Vigil of the Most Holy Trinity 

 4:00 pm   + Special Intention  

 

Sunday, June 7 The Most Holy Trinity 

No Mass livestreams on Sunday. The Sunday Mass will have 

been livestreamed and posted the night before.    

  +James Prendergast  

  +Richard Kunkel by Ruthanne Notz  

    People of the Parish   

  

STEWARDSHIP 

Church Monetary Support 
 through May 24, 2020 

(11 weeks of Public Mass Suspension) 
Amount Budgeted                   $  7,250  
Amount Received                                                 $  4,573  
Amount Over/(Under)                               $ (2,677)  
  
Fiscal period July 1, 2019 – June 30, 2020 
 Amount needed to date                       $340,750  
Amount Received to date:                       $329,553  
  
Over/(Under)budget to date              $  ( 11,197)  

 
Please remember to pray for Vocations to 

the Priesthood and Religious Life  
especially from  St. Louis Parish!    

 
St. Therese,  Patroness of   

Vocations, pray for us! 



Parish Staff 
Pastor   Fr Daniel Gifford      
            Email: stl.fr.gifford@gmail.com      
Deacon    John Murphy  
   Wk: 664-1155/Hm: 646-4723 
Trustees  Dan Legner 
   Mary Paula Schmitt 
Admin Assistant Paula Lough   
Business Manager Renee Toomey 
Director of Religious 
 Education    Julia Mead 
   stl.juliamead@gmail.com 
Youth Coordinator   Caylee Kennedy 
         stl.cayleekennedy@gmail.com 

  RCIA Coordinator   Susanna Prushinski 
   stl.susannaprushinski@gmail.com 
 Maintenance  Bill Uher 

Parish Office 

616 S Gosse Blvd., Princeton, IL 61356 
Office hours:  Currently Closed  Due to COVID-19 

    To continue to serve you, we are checking voicemail and 
emails daily  

Phone: (815) 879-0181  
E-mail: stlparishoffice@gmail.com 
Website: www.stlouisprinceton.org 

YouTube Channel: St Louis Parish in Princeton  
FaceBook Page: www.facebook.com/stlouisprinceton  

Congratulations to William & Susan Phalen who  
celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary  

On June 6th  

Pentecost Sunday - 

You can feel so small standing by the seashore. The vastness of all that is before you expands much farther than your 
eye can see. What is happening on the other side? As tides continue to ebb and flow, what occurs as they come and go 
remains largely a mystery and the effects of their presence unknown in your sight. Yet, things are moving and changing 
as you gaze upon the water, as the thumbprint of their presence is left behind. The greater the wind and wave, the 
greater the effect. But even a gentle breeze leaves its humble mark upon the seashore on which you stand. The small-
est pebble still makes a ripple in the great blue expanse of ocean waters. It doesn’t need to be big. 

You never know the full impact of your smallest gesture or simplest of words. A yes or no, agree or disagree, here or 
there, this or that can influence time and history in ways you may never know. The Holy Spirit is like that: fierce and tor-
rential, and then almost still and silent, creating and recreating nonetheless. Coming as a gentle breeze or a gusty wind, 
God’s Holy Spirit continues to move over, around, and into the waters of our lives. The Spirit brings fruit and unknown 
possibilities to what we humbly bring with us and that same Spirit eventually brings all to fulfillment in Christ. 

The first disciples didn’t have much. They possessed simple faith and a willingness to go into unchartered territory with a 
love of their friend-God, humble offerings, and a knowledge that they were not alone. This allowed them to do amazing 
things with very little. Do you believe that you are being led and that you have a purposeful life? We often do not realize 
our value because we do not think that the little we have is good enough. How wrong we are! A little flour mixed with 
water and embraced by a prayer of blessing transforms simple offerings into the magnificent Eucharistic presence of 
God. If the Holy Spirit can do such amazing things with these humble gifts of the earth, even more can happen with you. 
Don’t underestimate the value of the smile you gave a stranger, the door held open for an elderly widow, the listening 
ear offered to one who was lonely, the tolerance given to the wounded soul who is angry, and the loving shoulder you 
offered as a cradle under the head of someone in pain. Modest gifts offered with love can be transformed by the Spirit 
into wondrous blessings you may never know. It’s Pentecost. Trust. You are not alone.  ©LPi 





 


