


     Dear St. Louis Parishioners, 
 This Tuesday, we will celebrate our Parish Feast Day 
(Feast of Saint Louis IX, King of France: August 25th).  This is 
a strange time to be celebrating our feast day.  On one hand, the 
current regulations we still find ourselves under, in pursuit of 
the safety of all amidst the pandemic, limit our ability to hold a 
proper celebration beyond the Mass itself.  Still, there is no 
greater celebration we can have on this earth than the Mass it-
self.  Our ordinary human celebrations are merely feeble at-
tempts to help us taste a bit of the infinite joy that we in fact 
experience far more deeply, but don’t always recognize, in that 
foretaste of heaven which Our Lord gave us when He spoke 
those fateful words to His first priests at the Last Supper: Do 
this in remembrance of me.  So, perhaps it is a blessing in dis-
guise to set aside the ordinary celebration this year, inviting us 
to press in a little more closely and better appreciate the extraor-
dinary celebration that He Himself has given us: The Holy Sac-
rifice of the Mass.  For this reason, we will offer two opportuni-
ties for Mass on Tuesday (7 AM & 5:15 PM), hopefully provid-
ing more of our parishioners a chance to attend Mass on our 
Feast Day. 
 The second reason that it is a rather strange time to be 
celebrating our Feast Day has to do with the fact that some ra-
ther loud voices in our culture recently have made statements 
seeking to cast our patron saint as a symbol that would promote 
racism.  This highly confused claim is derived from a gross 
misrepresentation of certain details of the very difficult time of 
history in which Louis IX lived and his involvement with the 
crusades.  I will not belabor the point of my response here, par-
ticularly as it was the focus of my homily back in the 13th Sun-
day of Ordinary Time, after these accusations began to escalate 
to the point of numerous acts of vandalism against his images in 
different parts of the country being either threatened or carried 
out.  But, as I said then, “Louis IX shows us, not simply that he 
is an exception to the rule of abusing power to aggressively 
oppress others (whether we identify them by race, religion or 
anything whatsoever), but rather that it is such behavior that is 
the exception to the rule of following the example of the humili-
ty of Christ the King, who willingly allowed Himself to be 
crowned with thorns.”  It is indeed most unfortunate that some 
of these extreme solutions and false claims put forth by many, 
who are quite rightly passionate about seeking an end to racism, 
have clouded the issue and further impeded our nation’s pro-
gress in working together to progressively move away from this 
sin that has plagued our history and still affects many people in 
our present day.  These attacks on our patron’s good name 
(along with other saints and historical figures) are connected to 
even worse false solutions, including the perpetuation of vio-
lence, attacks against the police, promotion of anarchy and 
propaganda against the family.  I am quite confident that our 
patron would wish for us, not only to reject the distorted mis-
representations of his own history and the greater evils to which 
they are connected, but also to not allow these things to spoil 
our concern for the just treatment of all persons, regardless of 
race.  As he was deeply concerned with promoting justice for 
all, especially the poor (who are most endangered and burdened 
by the recent violence in our cities), I am certain that he would 
have compassion and empathy toward the concern of many peo-
ple in our society today about the impact of racism in our pre-
sent day.  Likewise, I am confident he would call upon us to 
make this concern our own, if it is not already, so that we can 
work to promote true solutions. 

 

OPEN WIDE OUR HEARTS: Toward that end, I 
would like to begin this weekend sharing pieces of the docu-

ment I was attempting to read from during the 2020 Vision Ho-
ly Hour for an End to Racism (Open Wide Our Hearts: The 
Enduring Call to Love.  A Pastoral Letter Against Racism by 
the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops): “Holy 
Scripture boldly proclaims, “See what love the Father has be-
stowed on us that we may be called the children of God. Yet so 
we are” (1 Jn 3:1). This love “comes from God and unites us to 
God; through this unifying process it makes us a ‘we’ which 
transcends our divisions and makes us one, until in the end God 
is ‘all in all’ (1 Cor 15:28).”  By the work of the Holy Spirit, the 
Church is called to share with all the world this gift of love. As 
Pope Francis points out, “The salvation which God has 
wrought, and the Church joyfully proclaims, is for everyone. 
God has found a way to unite himself to every human being in 
every age.” Through his Cross and Resurrection, Christ united 
the one human race to the Father. However, even though 
Christ’s victory over sin and death is complete, we still live in a 
world affected by them... Despite many promising strides made 
in our country, racism still infects our nation… What is needed, 
and what we are calling for, is a genuine conversion of heart, a 
conversion that will compel change, and the reform of our insti-
tutions and society. Conversion is a long road to travel for the 
individual. Moving our nation to a full realization of the prom-
ise of liberty, equality, and justice for all is even more challeng-
ing. However, in Christ we can find the strength and the grace 
necessary to make that journey.”  
 

PARISHIONERS OF ALL AGES STEPPING UP: 
Ever since the reopening of our church doors in June, we have 
seen many of our parishioners stepping up to contribute to the 
life of the parish in new ways.  The amount of help needed with 
greeting, seating, and certainly cleaning was far less before the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  As we began preparing to reopen, I 
shared that much help would be needed in these areas.  I want to 
acknowledge all of those who have stepped up in these areas.  
Thank you to all who have contributed.  We have seen families 
staying to help clean, as well as other faithful parishioners who 
clearly recognize that their gift of their time is helping make it 
possible for us to offer the Mass which they attend.  Additional-
ly, after we made the temporary switch to only instrumental 
music at our Masses, some of our parish youth have been em-
boldened to step up in offering music for the Liturgy.  I want to 
especially acknowledge Luke Atilano (organ) and Faustina By-
stry (violin), who have provided music for several Masses in 
recent months.    

  
MORE HELP NEEDED: Over time, we have seen a 

gradual reduction in our volunteers in the areas mentioned 

above (cleaning, greeting, and seating).  This happens at times 

over the summer.  As we enter Fall, I need to acknowledge that 

we are in need of more help again.  In particular, in light of the 

additional restrictions, the unavailability of sufficient volunteers 

could become an obstacle to continuing to offer a full schedule 

of four weekend Masses.  Please understand that the safety 

guidelines do indicate that we are only to offer the amount of 

Masses that we can support with volunteers.  If you are vulnera-

ble or otherwise have reason to believe it is not appropriate for 

you to volunteer, this appeal is NOT meant for you.  But, I do 

ask those who are able to volunteer to understand that this is a 

genuine need, upon which the availability of Masses is depend-

ent.         

     

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER GIFFORD 



Parish Staff 
 

Pastor   Fr Daniel Gifford      
            Email: stl.fr.gifford@gmail.com      
Deacon    John Murphy  
   Wk: 664-1155/Hm: 646-4723 
Trustees  Dan Legner 
   Mary Paula Schmitt 
Admin Assistant Paula Lough   
Business Manager Renee Toomey 
Director of Religious 
 Education    Julia Mead 
   stl.juliamead@gmail.com 

  RCIA Coordinator   Susanna Prushinski 
   stl.susannaprushinski@gmail.com 
Maintenance  Bill Uher 

 

Parish Office 

616 S Gosse Blvd., Princeton, IL 61356 
Office hours:  Currently Closed  Due to COVID-19 

    To continue to serve you, we are checking voicemail and 
emails daily  

 
Phone: (815) 879-0181  

E-mail: stlparishoffice@gmail.com 
Website: www.stlouisprinceton.org 

YouTube Channel: St Louis Parish in Princeton  
FaceBook Page: www.facebook.com/stlouisprinceton  

Mass Intentions 
 

Monday, August 24 St. Bartholomew, Apostle   

4-5:00 pm    Holy Hour  

5:15 pm  +Richard Kunkel by  

    Mike & MaryJo Gustafson  

 

Tuesday, August 25 St. Louis Feast Day   

7:00 am  + Corinne Eckerd by Nancy & Jim Carlson  

*5:15 pm    Special Intention 

*Additional Mass for St. Louis Feast Day 

 

Wed, August 26 Weekday  

7:00 am  + Benny Trowbridge  

 

Thur, August 27  St. Monica  

4-5:00 pm  Holy Hour  

5:15 pm  +Karen Swanson by Mary Jo Gustafson  

 

Friday, August 28  Weekday  

7:00 am   +Pauline Arkels  

 

Saturday,  August 29 Vigil of  the 22nd   Sunday in Ordinary Time 

4:00 pm   + Bertha Carlson by Larry Carlson Family  

 

Sunday, August 30 Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:30 am  +Hank and Beverly Donnelly  

    by Bernetta Wood  

9:30 am    People of the Parish 

11:30 am  +Mary Anne Minneci by Amie Neiman  



ST. LOUIS SCHEDULE 
MASS SCHEDULE 

MON , THR    5:15 PM 
TUE, WED, FRI    7:00 AM 
SAT     4:00 PM 
SUN     7:30, 9:30, 11:30 AM 
 
(SAT 4 PM Live-streamed on FaceBook and broadcast on WZOE 
1490 AM ) 
 
OUTDOOR DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

(AT ANDERSON ST ENTRANCE) 
SAT  5:00 PM 
SUN  10:30 AM 
 
RECONCILIATION 

(ST. JEROME ROOM) 
MON, THR 4:30 PM 
TUE, WED 3:00 PM   
SAT  3:00 PM 
 
HOLY HOUR 

MON, THR 4:00 PM 
 
PRIVATE PRAYER 

(INSIDE CHURCH-OPEN TO ALL) 
MON, THUR 9-2:30 PM 
TUE, WED 9-1:30 PM; 3-8:00 PM 
FRI  9-1:30 PM 

Liturgical/Volunteer Roles 
 

4:00 pm:  Saturday, August 29 

 Lectors  Julie Hassler 
 Sacristan Mandy Robinson 
 Greeters John Brokaw, Joel Quiram   
 Cleaners Mike Smith 
 
 

7:30 am: Sunday, August 30 

 Lectors   Luke Atilano 
 Sacristan Julie Hassler 
 Greeters  Bill Uher, Tom Ballard, Dennis Thompson  
 Cleaners Gary & Marcia Blessman, Tim & Paula Anderson,  
                 Pat Wiggim  
 

9:30 am: Sunday, August 30 

 Lectors  Tim Kunkel 
 Sacristan Quint Quiram 
 Greeters  Dan Legner, Jim Whitaker, Quint Quiram   
 Cleaners Quint Quiram, Jim Whitaker, Steve Bouslog 
                 
11:30 am: Sunday, August 30 

 Lectors    Patty Daluga 
 Sacristan  Peg Sandberg 
 Greeters   Bob Hartwig, Ken Lough 
 Cleaners   Lough Family      

Readings for the week of August 23, 2020 
Sunday: Is 22:19-23/Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6, 8 [8bc]/Rom 11:33-36/ 
Mt 16:13-20 
Monday: Rv 21:9b-14/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18 [12]/Jn 1:45-51 
Tuesday: 2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17/Ps 96:10, 11-12, 13 [13b]/Mt 23:23-26 
Wednesday: 2 Thes 3:6-10, 16-18/Ps 128:1-2, 4-5 [1]/Mt 23:27-32 
Thursday: 1 Cor 1:1-9/Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [1]/Mt 24:42-51 
Friday: 1 Cor 1:17-25/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 10-11 [5]/Mt 25:1-13 
Saturday: 1 Cor 1:26-31/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5-6ab, 15ab and 17 [cf. 
15ab]/Mk 6:17-29 
Next Sunday: Jer 20:7-9/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 [2b]/Rom 12:1-2/ 
Mt 16:21-27 

Church Monetary Support 
 through August 16, 2020  

 
Amount Budgeted                                $  TBD 
Amount Received                                 $  4,178  
Amount Over/(Under)                                             $  TBD  
  
Fiscal Period July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2021 
  
Amount needed to date                        $   TBD 
Amount Received to date:                     $  46,052  
 Over/(Under)budget to date                             $   TBD 

STEWARDSHIP 

FOOD PANTRY UPDATE:  
The Knights of Columbus will be re-starting the 

monthly Food  
Pantry collections, 
beginning August 
29 & 30. At this 
point in time the 
pantry needs eve-
rything." With the 
current situation, 
the Pantry believes 
the demand for 
food will only in-
crease until more 
people are back to 
work. The high 
need items re-
main: breakfast 

cereal (especially gluten free), peanut butter, pork & 
beans, canned fruit and canned ravioli and other 
pasta dishes. Cash donations are always needed as 
well. The Pantry staff wants to thank everyone who 
sent their donations directly to the Pantry.  



FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP 

Registrations will soon begin for our Family Discipleship 
programs to kick off in September! If your family was not 
enrolled last year and would like more information, 
please contact Julia Mead before August 31, 2020. Our 
programs for children and youth catechesis and disciple-
ship begin at three years of age and go through high 
school. 
 
The opportunities provided by St Louis Parish for Family 
Discipleship are intended to help carry out our mission to 
support parents in their mission as primary educators of 
their children in the ways of the faith, in living out the 
promises made at the children's Baptism and their God 
given vocation as parents.  In forming children to be disci-
ples of Jesus in the heart of the Church, we hope to help 
them to keep Holy the Lord’s Day; develop a family prayer 
and Sacramental life; and to have their children partici-
pate in ongoing religious formation consistently.  Regard-
ing preparation for receiving the Sacraments of First Rec-
onciliation/First Holy Communion and preparation for 
Confirmation, please remember that participation in a 
Catholic faith formation program – whether here at St. 
Louis Parish or elsewhere – at minimum must have taken 
place for at least a full year prior to beginning the Sacra-
mental preparation year(s). If you would like more information 
or have any questions, please contact Julia Mead, 
stl.juliamead@gmail.com | 879-0181. 

Belonging—Baptism Preparation 

If you are seeking baptism for 
your child, please contact Julia 
Mead for information regarding 
baptism preparation. 

 

Youth Ministry Weekly Eucharistic Adoration  

On Wednesday, August 26th at 7pm, there will be  
Eucharistic Adoration for the incoming 8th-12th grade 
students in the Church.  

YOUTH DISCIPLESHIP 

A Special Mass for Youth and Families 
We are planning a special Sunday Mass on  Sunday, September 
13th  at 6:30 pm. This will be for anyone going into grades 8th 
through 12th and their families. More information will be com-
ing soon about an event that both youth and their families can 
stay for afterwards.  Mark your calendars and stay tuned! 

Happily, the children are coming back for CGS and  
Confirmation Prep!! Sessions will be starting the week of 
September 15th. Unfortunately, many of the adult  
helpers are unable to, so we are looking for volunteers 
to help on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from  
6-7:30 pm. If interested, please contact Julia  

A Parent Meeting for families involved in CGS and/or 
Confirmation prep will be held the evenings of Tuesday, 
September 8th and Wednesday, September 9th. Parents 
need only attend one or the other. More information 
forthcoming!  

St Louis Prayer 

 

Father, you raised Saint 
Louis from the cares of 
earthly rule to the glory 
of your heavenly king-
dom. By the help of his 
prayers may we come to 
your eternal kingdom by 
our work here on earth. 
Grant this through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 


