
   

 

Saint Louis Catholic Church 
Diocese of Peoria Princeton, Illinois  
The Fifth Sunday Of Lent March 29, 2020 

 
 

Holy Hour is livestreamed on FaceBook Thursday 
from 3:30—4:30 pm   

 
Confession: Drive-Thru Church Parking Lot 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 3pm 

Saturday 2:30—3:30 pm 
Click here to watch video NEW Confession Procedure 

Livestreaming Mass Schedule  
 

Masses livestreamed on FaceBook  
Monday. Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday at Noon 

Thursday at 5:00 pm 
Saturday Vigil at 4:00 pm,  

Sunday No Mass livestream on Sunday. The Sunday 

Mass will be livestreamed and posted the night before.  

“With the Lord there is mercy and  
fullness of redemption.” - Psalm 130 

https://youtu.be/Q8azr9iwtc0


Dear St. Louis Parishioners, 
Last week, we featured the 8th Station, which featured a powerful glimpse of the Lord’s strong hand outstretched in 

blessing over the people, even while He was enduring great suffering.  This week, as we move to the 11th Station (front cover), we 
see a stark image of that same strong hand nailed to the cross.  Though reaching out in a generous and selfless expression of His 
Merciful Love, we spurned His Goodness.  Let us instead reach out to take His hand and allow Him to lift us from whatever mire 
we have fallen into discouragement, hopelessness, frustration, loneliness, sinfulness, whatever it may be.  Whatever suffering we 
find ourselves in, He will lead us out of it.  But here is the catch: we first must let Him enter into it.  This weekend, we read about 
Our Lord calling Lazarus forth from the tomb.  But this is a foreshadowing of the fact that He would enter the tomb. Although He 
would only be in that tomb for three days, which may not seem like a long time, the fact that He has been buried points to the fact 
of the totality of His suffering and His self-gift. He has died. He did not come down from the cross… until it had drained all the 
life out of Him. He was nailed, fixed in place. He wasn’t going to move.  The nailing of His hand does indeed reveal the cruelty of 
our persistence in sin. But it also reveals the strength of His Love. He wasn’t going anywhere. He wasn’t going to give up. He 
would give everything.  He was all in, totally committed to laying down His life for your salvation and mine. Are we all in? Are 
we totally committed? This is a sobering question. We have been given a unique opportunity to demonstrate and live out our  
commitment, to be all in. While none of us prefer this new temporary way of life, which is often being called “social distancing,” 
we recognize that we are in it for the long haul. We began this past week by learning that the suspension of public liturgies (which 
we remember, does not mean that Mass is not being offered, but simply that it cannot be offered publicly at this time) will extend 
through Easter Sunday.  Even if we saw that coming - and I am certain that some of us did, while others never dreamed it was  
possible - that realization can weigh very heavily upon our hearts indeed. Easter is NOT canceled. Jesus IS Risen. Nothing can 
change that. It is indeed tragic that we cannot celebrate together in the manner to which we are accustomed. But we remember that 
there are a wide variety of situations that can render priests unable to reach all the faithful with the sacraments, even on Easter 
Sunday. And there are parts of the world even today where this is not uncommon. What do they do? How do they survive? They 
have faith. The answer is simple, even if it is not easy. The reality is that the power of the Holy Mass is indeed so strong - it is the 
earthly participation in the Sacrifice of Christ on the cross, in His Resurrection, and in the Wedding Feast of the Lamb in Heaven - 
that the graces flowing from the altar reach far beyond just those who are physically present. This is why it is not just a pithy way 
of “throwing a bone” to the faithful when we recommend that we weekly, if not daily, pray an Act of Spiritual Communion. In this 
prayer, we have the opportunity to begin to discover a “best kept secret” of our faith, which we should continue, even when we are 
able to return to our churches in person. Let us take advantage of this time to unite our hearts spiritually to the Lord’s sacrifice, in 
order to share more deeply in His Resurrection! The first step actually comes before the Spiritual Communion. It is the Spiritual 
Offering. Remember that the Eucharistic Prayer is a sacrifice. In fact, it is THE sacrifice. The sacrifice of Christ on the cross. It is 
the perfect offering of Christ to the Father for our salvation. At every Mass, whether we are physically present, uniting our prayers 
in faith from a long distance, or even watching through modern means of communication, we must unite our offerings, our  
sacrifices, to this perfect sacrifice, before we even dream of receiving Him in Holy Communion. I encourage everyone to make an 
act of spiritual offering each day, offering all our sufferings and sacrifices in union with the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. That way, 
the offerings of your will and mine can be offered with Christ to the Father! As we enter this final week before Holy Week, let us 
consider this Act of Spiritual Offering and strive to offer this prayer every day.      

 
WORDS OF ST. JOHN PAUL II, READ IN HOLY HOUR THIS WEEK: "The Redeemer of the world! In him has 

been revealed in a new and more wonderful way the fundamental truth concerning creation to which the Book of Genesis gives 
witness when it repeats several times: "God saw that it was good". The good has its source in Wisdom and Love. In Jesus Christ 
the visible world which God created for man-the world that, when sin entered, "was subjected to futility" recovers again its  
original link with the divine source of Wisdom and Love. Indeed, "God so loved the world that he gave his only Son". As this link 
was broken in the man Adam, so in the Man Christ it was reforged. Are we of the twentieth century not convinced of the over 
poweringly eloquent words of the Apostle of the Gentiles concerning the "creation (that) has been groaning in travail together until 
now" and "waits with eager longing for the revelation of the sons of God", the creation that "was subjected to futility"? Does not 
the previously unknown immense progress-which has taken place especially in the course of this century-in the field of man's  
dominion over the world itself reveal-to a previously unknown degree-that manifold subjection "to futility"? It is enough to recall 
certain phenomena, such as the threat of pollution of the natural environment in areas of rapid industrialization, or the armed  
conflicts continually breaking out over and over again, or the prospectives of self-destruction through the use of atomic, hydrogen, 
neutron and similar weapons, or the lack of respect for the life of the unborn. The world of the new age, the world of space flights, 
the world of the previously unattained conquests of science and technology-is it not also the world "groaning in travail" that "waits 
with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God"? In its penetrating analysis of "the modern world", the Second Vatican 
Council reached that most important point of the visible world that is man, by penetrating like Christ the depth of human  
consciousness and by making contact with the inward mystery of man, which in Biblical and non-Biblical language is expressed 
by the word "heart". Christ, the Redeemer of the world, is the one who penetrated in a unique unrepeatable way into the mystery of 
man and entered his "heart". Rightly therefore does the Second Vatican Council teach: "The truth is that only in the mystery of the 
Incarnate Word does the mystery of man take on light. For Adam, the first man, was a type of him who was to come (Rom 5:14), 
Christ the Lord. Christ the new Adam, in the very revelation of the mystery of the Father and of his love, fully reveals man to  
himself and brings to light his most high calling". And the Council continues: "He who is the 'image of the invisible God' (Col 
1:15), is himself the perfect man who has restored in the children of Adam that likeness to God which had been disfigured ever 
since the first sin. Human nature, by the very fact that it was assumed, not absorbed, in him, has been raised in us also to a dignity 
beyond compare. For, by his Incarnation, he, the son of God, in a certain way united himself with each man. He worked with  
human hands, he thought with a human mind. He acted with a human will, and with a human heart he loved. Born of the Virgin 
Mary, he has truly been made one of us, like to us in all things except sin", he, the Redeemer of man." 

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER GIFFORD 



Other Sacramental Information 

Marriages ~ Call the parish office at least eight months    
before the wedding. 

Baptisms ~ Normally after 10:30 am Sunday Mass.        
Requires registration at St Louis Parish and participation 
in  baptismal preparation (held the third Thursday of  
every odd month). Please wait until after the preparation 
to choose Godparents. Call parish office for more  
information.  

Other Information 
Rosary 
   Livestreamed on FaceBook Thursday at 4:30 pm  
Holy Hour  
   Livestreamed on FaceBook Thursday at 3:30 - 4:30 pm 

Bulletin Announcements  
 Submitted to Parish Office no later than noon  
 on Tuesday for publication the following Sunday. 

Joining the Parish 
Please email the Parish Office  

Parish Staff 
Pastor   Fr Daniel Gifford      
            Email: stl.fr.gifford@gmail.com      
Deacon    John Murphy  
   Wk: 664-1155/Hm: 646-4723 
Trustees  Dan Legner 
   Mary Paula Schmitt 
Admin Assistant Paula Lough   
Business Manager Renee Toomey 
Director of ReWligious Education  Julia Mead 
  Email:  stl.juliamead@gmail.com 
Youth Coordinator  Caylee Kennedy 
        Email: stl.cayleekennedy@gmail.com 

  RCIA Coordinator  Susanna Prushinski 
  Email: stl.susannaprushinski@gmail.com 
 Maintenance Bill Uher 

Parish Office 

616 S Gosse Blvd., Princeton, IL 61356 
Office hours:  Currently Closed  Due to COVID-19 

                              To continue to serve you, we are  
                  checking voicemail and emails daily  
 

Phone: (815) 879-0181  
 

E-mail: stlparishoffice@gmail.com 
Website: www.stlouisprinceton.org 

YouTube Channel: St Louis Parish in Princeton  
FaceBook Page: www.facebook.com/stlouisprinceton  

Readings for the week of March 29, 2020 
 

Sunday: Ez 37:12-14/Ps 130:1-8/Rom 8:8-11/ 
Jn 11:1-45 
Monday: Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62/Ps 23:1-6/
Jn 8:1-11 
Tuesday: Nm 21:4-9/Ps 102:2-3, 16-21/Jn 8:21-30 
Wednesday: Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95/Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 
55, 56/Jn 8:31-42 
Thursday: Gn 17:3-9/Ps 105:4-5, 6-7, 8-9/Jn 8:51-59 
Friday: Jer 20:10-13/Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7/ 
Jn 10:31-42 
Saturday: Ez 37:21-28/Jer 31:10-13 [cf. 10d]/ 
Jn 11:45-56 
Next Sunday: Mt 21:1-11/Is 50:4-7/Ps 22:8-9, 17-24/
Phil 2:6-11/Mt 26:14—27:66  All are welcome to gather in prayer on the fourth Sunday 

of each month from 7
the intention of respect for the sacredness of all human 
life. 
this 

Mass Intentions 
 

Masses will be livestreamed on FaceBook at times 
listed below and then posted on YouTube  

 
Monday, March 30 Lenten Weekday   

 Noon  +Benny Trowbridge  

 

Tuesday, March 31 Lenten Weekday  

 Noon  +Helen Rich by Rose Orteza 

 

Wednesday, April 1 Lenten Weekday 

 Noon +Emma Rohman by Pat Quiram  

 

Thursday, April 2  St. Francis of Paola, Hermit  

 3:30—4:30pm Holy Hour — Livestreamed  

 5:00  pm    +James Prendergast 

 

 Friday, April 3 Lenten Weekday 

 Noon  +Frances Farley 

 

Saturday,  April 4     Vigil of Palm Sunday of The Passion  

      of The Lord  

 4:00 pm  +Dave Sawitoski by Barb Sawitoski  

 

Sunday, April 5  Palm Sunday of The Passion  

    of The Lord 

No Mass livestreams on Sunday. The Sunday Mass will 

have been livestreamed and posted the night before.  

      +Gary Coates      

       +Stevie Puhr by Carla Bouslog 

                     People of the Parish 

 
Please remember to pray for Vocations to the 

Priesthood and Religious Life especially  
from  St. Louis Parish!    

St. Therese,  Patroness of  Vocations, pray for us! 

“There is no place for selfishness and no place 

for fear! Do not be afraid, then, when love 

makes demands. Do not be afraid when love 

requires sacrifice” -Saint Pope John Paull II  



Happy Birthday  

Father Gifford! 

God bless you in a  

special way on April 1st 

for the love and  

concern with which you 

minister to your flock. 

May your life be filled 

with God’s good gifts, 

abundant joy and 

heaven’s peace. Amen! 

Congratulations to Dave & Susan Boylan who  
celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary April 4th  

 

A FREE website that provides essential resources to help 
us understand, live, and share our Catholic Faith all from 
our computers. FORMED offers 24/7 unlimited access to 
transformative video-based study programs, audio  
presentations, movies, and eBooks. Excellent resources for 
Catholics of all ages.  To sign up Click link below: 
 http://www.stlouisprinceton.formed.org/  

http://www.stlouisprinceton.formed.org/


 

 

YOUTH DISCIPLESHIP FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP 

 

Please continue to pray for the youth of our parish as 
our youth ministry team navigates different ways to 
connect virtually and give the teens opportunities to 
grow in their faith. Our youth ministry program has 
been very blessed over the past few years to have 
some awesome experiences and even if we can't  
currently meet in person, there are still so many  
opportunities to grow closer to Christ individually and 
as a group! Also, follow our youth ministry Instagram 
account for resources and daily encouragement!  
Saint Louis Youth Ministry Instagram Account: 
stl_youth_ministry 

 

Project Youth 
Ministry has 
decided to put 
on weekly  
Sunday night 
virtual gather-
ings and last 
Sunday, over 
10,000 teenag-
ers from across 

the country gathered for the BIGGEST YOUTH 
NIGHT EVER! It’s called ProjectYM Live and each 
week it’ll feature some of the biggest speakers and 
worship leaders in the Catholic youth ministry world. 
This week's speakers are Katie Prejean McGrady and 
worship led by Jeremy Rodriguez! Caylee Kennedy 
has signed our parish up and already has several teens 
who will be participating! If your child is interested, 
please let her know so she can get you the access in-
formation. They are on Sunday nights from 7-8pm. 
To view last week's broadcast click here:  
https://projectym.com/live/replay/      

In these days of "surreality" in 
which we find ourselves - 
when, to the shock and dismay 
of many, public celebrations of 
Holy Mass are suspended - it is 
striking that the last photo I 
took in the final session of 
Atrium before shut down was 
this one: a child's work with 
the Eucharistic Presence of the 
Good Shepherd - International 
Figures.   
 
As with so many presentations in Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, the 
works begin with the youngest child and build upon each other. With the 
youngest child, these 'pearls' of our faith are given with only the most 
essential of elements, but then are strung together like a necklace as the 
child matures and is able to synthesize these pearls and see their  
collective beauty.   
 
Such is the case with the Eucharistic Presence of the Good 

Shepherd. The first pearl of-
fered is, of course, the Good 
Shepherd Himself. This para-
ble is at the heart of the pro-
gram as indicative of its name.  
In this parable the children 
learn that the Good Shepherd 
knows each of His sheep by 
name, He cares for them, and 
He even lays down His life for 
them.  With delight the child 

responds to this parable of Jesus the Good Shepherd Who loves 
His sheep so much! And we ponder, "Who are those sheep?" 
Then we wait on the Holy Spirit as He reveals to them and they 
come to realize, with profound joy, that they are the sheep. 
 
After the children have come to this understanding that they are 
the sheep, they are offered the pearl of The Eucharistic Presence 
of the Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd calls His sheep by 
name to the particular sheepfold of the Church. In Baptism they 
are brought into this sheep-
fold. It is at the Mass that the 
Good Shepherd calls His 
sheep to give Himself com-
pletely in the Holy Eucharist. 
As the Good Shepherd is 
placed on the altar of this new 
sheepfold, the sheep are 
brought over one by one. But 
we ask again, "Who are those sheep?" As they exclaim, "We 
are!" the figures of sheep are replaced with figures of people. 
When the last sheep remains, we note that some sheep are 
called to a particular  work in the sheepfold of the church. Some 
are called to be priests of the Good Shepherd. The final sheep is 
replaced by a figure of a priest and placed behind the altar. The 
priest has the particular work: to say those words of Jesus at the 
Last Supper - "Take and eat, this is my body...take and drink, 
this is my blood" as a miniature paten and chalice is placed on 
the altar. As the priest says these words, and does this in 
memory of Jesus, Jesus our Good Shepherd becomes present on 
the altar. We then ponder that gift of Jesus, given us at every 
Mass. Click here to read more... www.stlouisprinceton.org/
family-discipleship  

https://projectym.com/live/replay/
https://www.stlouisprinceton.org/family-discipleship
https://www.stlouisprinceton.org/family-discipleship

