
Saint Louis Catholic Church 
Diocese of Peoria  Princeton, Illinois 
 Second Sunday of lent — March 17, 2019 

Eucharistic Adoration is held in the 
Adoration Chapel at all times.    

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament/
Benediction Tuesdays, 8 am - noon in 
the Chapel; Mondays & Thursdays in 

the Church from 4 - 5 pm 

Mass Schedule  
Monday & Thursday 5:15 pm 

Tuesday, Wednesday,  
Friday 7:00 am 

Saturday Vigil 4:00 pm,  
Sunday 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 am 

Confessions 
Monday & Thursday   
from 4:30-5:00 pm  

Saturday 3:00-3:45 pm  
By appointment; please call 

the Parish Office. 

 “STAND FIRM IN THE LORD.” - PHILIPPIANS 3 



 
Dear St. Louis Parishioners, 

 
One full week of Lent down.  How’s it going for you? Is the cross getting heavy?  Be not discouraged.  

Persevere. The cross was very heavy on Our Lord’s back and He fell beneath it.  The third station (front cover) is only 
the first of three falls. If you look at each of them (Stations III, VII, and IX), you will notice that it looks as if He is 
falling lower and lower each time, as if the cross becomes heavier with each step.  Doesn’t it seem this way for us 
sometimes? Part of the beauty of the way that the stations can move our hearts to greater love for Our Blessed Lord in 
His suffering for our salvations from our sins is found in how we recognize that He is with us in those moments when 
the cross seems heaviest.  He is so very near to us, even when we recognize that we are falling beneath it. He will not 
abandon us. He comes to us with great compassion in our sufferings. And this moves our hearts to have compassion on 

Him in His sufferings. This is why we seek to console His Heart, especially 
with prayer and almsgiving.  Our fasting, abstinence and other sacrifices, 
meanwhile, are part of what set us free to renew our strength in carrying our 
cross with Christ. Some things that we need to “give up” and let go of are 
those things that we know to be sinful or even occasions of sin, and we are 
striving to give them up for good. Other things, we recognize may not be 
sinful, but we might recognize that we are attached to them.  It can be helpful 
for us to consider that, by choosing to give them up, whether for a day, a 
week, maybe the length of a novena, of for the whole forty days of Lent, we 
are reclaiming our freedom. When we are attached to something, whether 
good, bad, or neutral in itself, it limits our freedom. We are not free to  
receive anything unless we are also free to say no to that thing. By choosing 
to say no every once in awhile, we set our hearts free.  The heavier the  
attachment, the more we might sometimes find that we are in need of help 
breaking free, especially when that attachment has become an addiction. If 
we need help, we should never be ashamed or afraid to ask. Sometimes the 
process of trying to let go on our own first leads us to share a bit in the pain 

in the Lord’s heart, as He looks upon His child who is not free. He desires to set us free. Prayer, Sacraments, and  
Virtue in our personal life are essential parts of this journey to freedom, but they are often only the beginning.  It is 
never a sign of weakness to ask for help - it is a sign of humanity, which is far more glorious than we realize. Our saint 
for this weekend stands as a reminder of the Lord’s desire to set us free: Saint Patrick, the great saint credited with the  
evangelization of Ireland. He first went to Ireland as a slave. The Lord worked through that slavery to change his heart, 
so that he left Ireland (the first time) a devout Christian who would become a priest, a bishop, and a missionary, who 
would return to the land of his prior slavery… to set them free.  He would not do so by breaking physical chains with 
violent force, but by driving the serpent out of their hearts, that their hearts may be free to give themselves to our Lord 
and Saviour, Jesus Christ. He who had known the pain of bondage became an instrument of setting others free. This is 
why recovering addicts often become experts on mercy and grace. Whether or not addiction is our burden, the Lord 
wants us to set us free to carry our crosses, knowing that we are not alone beneath them. 

LENTEN SERIES, SESSION TWO: This week, we continue our discussion on how the Lord reveals His 
Heart to us, as we reveal ours to Him, in Session II: Hearts Unveiled.  Some might wonder, what if I missed last 
week?  Should I still come? Great question. Part of the reason for giving each week it’s own title and topic is that each 
session can stand on its own.  Certainly, they build on one another, so that one gets the fullest picture by coming each 
week. But, the coming weeks will involve some basic recapping and will be designed in such a way as to be beneficial, 
even for those who only are able to come that week.  Thanks for asking. 

PRAYER AND ALMSGIVING: You will notice something later in this bulletin that deserves a bit of extra 
comment.  At the recommendation of the bishops, part of our response to the tragic failure to uphold very basic human 
rights to essential healthcare, to the point of allowing innocent children to die, by passing the Born-Alive Abortion 
Survivors Protection Act, is to pray for the conversion of our politicians who voted against it by name.  This is not a 
matter of labeling them as an enemy (and we must not allow that mentality to seep into our hearts).  This is exactly 
what the prayer says: praying for them.  Taking up this prayer into your own daily prayer life is not only an exercise in 
prayer, but also can be seen as a kind of almsgiving (along with whatever other peaceful action you might take).  It is 
about concern for the weakest among us, including an act of love for those who are currently standing against those 
little ones. Whenever someone is genuinely convinced by the lies of the serpent that attack both women and their  
children alike (see Revelation 12), they are in a kind of bondage.  Like St. Patrick, we do not turn to a violent solution, 
but pray that the serpent be driven out of their hearts. Pray for us, Saint Patrick, that hearts may be changed and set 
free in our nation, too.       

In Christ through Mary, 
Fr. Gifford 

 

St. Louis, pray for us! 
Blessed Mary, Queen Mother of the King of Kings, pray for us! 



Parish Staff 
Pastor   Fr Daniel Gifford      
            Email: stl.fr.gifford@gmail.com      
Deacon    John Murphy  
   Wk: 664-1155/Hm: 646-4723 
Trustees  Dan Legner 
   Mary Paula Schmitt 
Admin Assistant Paula Lough   
Business Manager Renee Toomey 
Director of Religious Education  Julia Mead 
  Email:  stl.juliamead@gmail.com 
Youth Coordinator  Caylee Kennedy 
        Email: stl.cayleekennedy@gmail.com 

  RCIA Coordinator  Susanna Prushinski 
  Email: stl.susannaprushinski@gmail.com 
 Maintenance Bill Uher 

Parish Office 

616 S Gosse Blvd., Princeton, IL 61356 
Office hours: Monday - Thursday ~ 8 am - 3 pm 

Friday ~ 8 am - noon 
Phone/Fax: (815) 879-0181  

 
Office of Religious Education Phone 815-872-3199  

E-mail: stlparishoffice@gmail.com 
Website: www.stlouisprinceton.org 

Other Sacramental Information 

Marriages ~ Call the parish office at least eight months    
before the wedding. 

Baptisms ~ Normally after 10:30 am Sunday Mass.        
Requires registration at St Louis Parish and participation in  
baptismal preparation (held the third Thursday of every odd 
month). Please wait until after the preparation to choose        
Godparents. Call parish office for more information.  

 

Other Information 
Rosary 
   Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday after Mass 
   Monday, Thursday, Saturday & Sunday before Mass. 

If going out of town 
  Locate Mass Times by visiting: www.MassTimes.org 

Bulletin Announcements  
 Submitted to Parish Office no later than noon  
 on Tuesday for publication the following Sunday. 

Joining the Parish 
Please call the Parish Office for an appointment. 

Eucharist Adoration is held in the Adoration Chapel at all 
times.   Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament/Benediction 
Tuesdays, 8 am - noon in the Chapel; Mondays & Thursdays 
in the Church from 4 - 5 pm 
 
Mass Schedule ~ Monday & Thursday—5:15 pm 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday—7:00 am 
Saturday Vigil—4:00 pm, Sunday—7:30, 9:00, 10:30 am 
 
Confessions 
Monday & Thursday  from 4:30-5:00 pm Saturday 3:00-
3:45 pm By appointment; Please call the Parish Office. 

SERVICE & FELLOWSHIP 

Church Monetary Support for the weekend of  
March 9/10, 2019 

Weekly Budget                  $7,250.00 
Amount Received  $7,066.00 
Amount Over/Under ($184.00) 

 
Fiscal period July 1, 2018— March 10, 2019 
Amount needed to date  $268,250.00 
Amount received to date  $274,258.00 
Over (Under) budget to date $6,008.00 
 
Children’s Offering  
Total this weekend  $13.00 
Fiscal year total  $622.75 

STEWARDSHIP 

Please pray for Vocations to the   
Priesthood and Religious Life.     

St. Therese,  Patroness of  Vocations, pray for us! 

CCW Mini Retreat   
 

Tuesday, March 26 following 
6:00pm dinner and meeting. 
 
Theme: Mary as our Sorrowful 
Mother, "Ponders all these 
things in her HEART."  
Everyone has burdens, falls, 

hurts or rejections that wounds a mother's heart. 
Mary walked with her Son in love, anguish and  
suffering to His death on the Cross. All women are 
invited to this evening retreat of praying in a special 
way, Mary's Way of the Cross led by Sister Anne 
Germaine Picard, SMP. 

Our Table - We had another successful night! We served 98 
people and had enough to offer seconds. We took the  
leftover cake to the St. Louis Lenten Spirituality Series. There 
were good comments about the food. Thank you for  
everyone's continued contribution to Our Table’s success.   
Remember: “The deeds you do may be the only sermon some 
persons will hear today. “ St. Francis Assisi.   

 
The Diocese of Peoria is made up of 156 
parishes and over 55,000 registered  
Catholic families.  There are many  
ministries and apostolates that the  
Diocese can offer that we as a single  
parish cannot.  Catechetical training for 
schools and CCD teachers, recruitment 
and training of priests, medical care for 
retired priests, ministry to our students on 
college campuses, evangelization,  
administration of many of the details of 
parish finances… these are just a few of 
the many services we receive from the  

Diocese of  Peoria.  Your support, in prayer and through your 
sacrificial gift, make it possible to provide these services.  



LITURGY AND SACRAMENTS 

Mass Intentions 
Monday, March 18 Lenten Weekday   

 4:00 pm Eucharistic Adoration 

 5:15 pm + Jenny Hermeyer  

                              by Charles & Karen Hanson                                                                         

Tuesday, March 19 St. Joseph, Spouse of the BVM 

 7:00 am + Benny Trowbridge by Mandy Robinson 

 *9:00 am + Peter Doyle by Amie Neiman 

Wednesday, March 20 Lenten Weekday 

 7:00 am + Pauline Arkels 

 Thursday, March 21 Lenten Weekday   

 4:00 pm  Eucharistic Adoration 

 5:15 pm +  Gary Coates 

Friday, March 22  Lenten Weekday 

 7:00 am       + Loren Schofield 

Sat.  March 23  Vigil of the Third Sunday of Lent 

 4:00 pm  + Paul Winkelmann 

Sunday, March 24  Third Sunday of Lent  

 7:30 am + Robert & Michael Foster 

 9:00 am +  Tom Shea  

10:30 am       People of the Parish 

* at Greenfield Nursing Home 

Liturgical Roles 
Daily Servers  For March 18-22, 2019 
3-18 Ben Larsen, 3-19 Brennan Roden,  
3-20 Luke Smith, 3-21 Simeon & Faustina Bystry,  
3-22 Daniel Mead  
 4:00 pm:  Saturday  March 23 
 Servers  Milo & Simeon Bystry 
 Lectors  Bob Schabow, Joanne Stocking 
 Eucharistic  Mandy Robinson, Jim Whitmore 
 Sacristan  Peg Sandberg 
 Ushers  Rick Torri, Mike Boesch, John Cotter, Tim Hermeyer 
7:30 am: Sunday, March 24 
 Servers  Servers needed, please check in with Sacristy 
 Lectors  Rita Pacunus, Liz Dahlen 
 Eucharistic  Patty Daluga, Mary Harmon 
 Sacristan  Lori Atilano 
 Ushers  Mike Farley, Wayne Stone, Gary Blessman,  
 Dennis Thompson 
9:00 am: Sunday, March 24 
Servers  Jessica Carlone, Kyle Jaeger 

 Lectors:  Diane Carlone, Mario Carlone   
 Eucharistic  Tim Smith, Chris Williams  
 Sacristan  Tim Smith  
 Ushers Jim Whiteaker, Quint Quiram, Dan Legner,  
Tyson Phillips, Addie Hecht 

10:30 am: Sunday, March 24 
 Servers Luke, Mathew & Andrew Peacock  
 Lectors  Peacock Family 
 Eucharistic  Joseph & Sarah Quagliano  
 Sacristan  Susanna Prushinski 
 Ushers Bob Hartwig, Chris Romagnoli, Ken Lough, 
 Olivia Longeville 
 
Home Ministry ~  Tim Smith, Chris Williams 
Nursing Homes ~  Diane Carlone, Gene Menard, Mandy 
Robinson, Sr. A. Germaine, Charles Tiemann 

Readings for the week of March 17, 2019 
Monday: Dn 9:4-10/Ps 79:8, 9, 11 and 13/Lk 6:36-38 
Tuesday: 2 Sm 7:4-5, 12-14, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29/Rom 4:13, 
16-18, 22/Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24 
Wednesday: Jer 18:18-20/Ps 31:5-6, 14-16/Mt 20:17-28 
Thursday: Jer 17:5-10/Ps 1:1-4 and 6/Lk 16:19-31 
Friday: Gn 37:3-4, 12-13,17-28/Ps 105:16-21/Mt 21:33-43,45-46 
Saturday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Ps 103:1-4, 9-12/Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 
Next Sunday: Ex 3:1-8, 13-15/Ps 103:1-4, 6-8, 11/1 Cor 10:1-6, 
10-12/Lk 13:1-9  

ADULT  DISCIPLESHIP 



Jr. High Youth Ministry!  Our next Jr. High Youth  
Ministry night is Wednesday, April 3 from 6-7:30! 
We'll have games, snacks, and time to dive deeper into 
the faith as we prepare for Easter! 
 
High School Youth Ministry! We'll meet again this  
Sunday night, March 17, from 7-9pm. Bring a friend 
and learn more about some fun activities we have com-
ing up later this spring! Also, every Sunday during 
lent, we will be offering a Lenten Bible Study. We will 
meet before youth ministry on Sunday nights at 
5:30pm. This is a time to gather with others who are 
seeking to know more about the Bible and there will be 
time to pray with different passages, specifically ones 
that pertain to lent.  
Dinner will be provided 
to those who attend! 
Please let Caylee  
Kennedy know if you 
have any questions!  

YOUTH DISCIPLESHIP 

 
Girls TEC  Mar. 30 - Apr. 1, 2019  

Register by calling  815-866-1172 or 
 email  laydirector@peterstowntec.com 

Belonging: Baptismal Preparation ~ Our next session 
will be held on Thursday, March 21st from 6 to 9 pm in 
the St Jerome Room. If you’re expecting a child,  
consider attending prior to your 
child’s arrival.  
 
Call Julia Mead, 815-872-3199 to 
register. Please refrain from 
choosing Godparents until after 
the meeting.  

 Lent at Saint Louis Parish 2019 
  

Reconciliation Times  
7:45 – 8:15 am Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays 
4:30 – 5 pm Mondays and Thursdays 
3:15 – 3:45 pm Saturdays 
After all Masses on Saturday and Sunday on March 16-17 
Lenten Holy Hour with Confessions on March 27, 7-8 pm 
Area Wide Lenten Penance Service in Oglesby at Holy Family Church on April 11 from 6-8 pm  
Stations of the Cross 
Every Friday at 5 pm in the Church 
Family Stations of the Cross on March 29 at 5 pm followed by simple soup supper for all parishioners 
Stations of the Cross on Friday, April 5 at 3:30 pm and 5 pm  

FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP 

The U.S. Senate recently failed to pass the Born-
Alive Abortion Survivors Protection Act—
legislation that prohibits infanticide by ensuring 
that a child born alive following an attempted abor-
tion would receive the same degree of care to  
preserve her or his life and health as would be giv-
en to any other child born alive at the same gesta-
tional age. Please join us in prayer for an end to in-
fanticide: 
  
“Jesus, Lord of Life, transform the hearts of our  
elected leaders to recognize that infanticide is 
wrong and must not be tolerated. We especially 
pray for our Senators Richard J. Durbin and 
Tammy Duckworth. Open their hearts and minds 
to recognize and defend the precious gift of every 
human life.” 

Children’s Stations of the Cross 

and Simple Soup Supper 

March 29th ~ 5:00 pm 

Our children will lead us as we pray the  
Stations of the Cross, followed by a simple 
supper in Harkrader Hall. If you would like 
to have your children participate as a  
reader, please contact Julia, 872-3199 | 
stl.juliamead@gmail.com 
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