
   

 

Saint Louis Catholic Church 
Diocese of Peoria Princeton, Illinois  

The Sixth Sunday In Ordinary Time February 16, 2020 

 
Eucharistic Adoration is held in the 

Adoration Chapel at all times.    
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament/
Benediction Tuesdays, 8 am - noon in 

the Chapel; Mondays & Thursdays in the 
Church from 4 - 5 pm 

Mass Schedule  
Monday & Thursday 5:15 pm 

Tuesday, Wednesday,  
Friday 7:00 am 

Saturday Vigil 4:00 pm,  
Sunday 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 am 

Confessions 
Monday & Thursday   
from 4:30-5:00 pm  

Saturday 3:00-3:45 pm  
By appointment; please call the 

Parish Office. 

JOIN US FOR A HOLY HOUR FOR THE RENEWAL OF MARRIAGE 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18TH 7PM IN THE CHURCH 

 

 

Praying for 20/20 Vision,  
As We Contemplate the Humility of Christ 



Dear St. Louis Parishioners, 
The Great Light of the World has dawned upon our darkness, restoring hope to our hearts and giving guidance to our 

steps! As He continues to teach us and form us, He tells us that He has made us the “Light of the World.” We are to reflect His 
glory and beauty to a world that is in desperate need of His Light. Since it comes from Him, the light within us grows cold the 
more that we distance our hearts from His will.  Thus, these next two weeks, we will see the Gospel shift its focus back to the  
commands of the Lord and how they are meant to bring, not only our outward actions, but our whole hearts into sync with His. 
This week, we place particular focus on the magnificently brilliant light He made to shine out boldly to the world: THE FAMILY. 
The Enemy has utilized countless weapons in our culture to try to dull this incredible light. As we have just come off of a secular 
holiday - ironically named after a Catholic Saint - meant to celebrate human love, it is good that we remember the purpose of such 
romantic pursuits. They are meant to discern a marital vocation, in order to lay a firm foundation for the family, to kindle the fires 
of that MAGNIFICENT LIGHT meant to shine to a world in urgent need of its glow! Fittingly, then, we focus on restoring God’s 
plan for this wonderful gift that is marriage. Recognizing how desperately we need this light, I invite you to join me in praying that 
we might once again fall in love with God’s plan for love! This week, I want to highlight a number of upcoming opportunities, four 
steps if you will, to assist with this process of falling in love with God’s plan for love.   

 

PRAYING FOR 20/20 VISION: Step One of renewing our love of God’s plan for love is recalling the vision for our 
monthly special moment of prayer in this Year of Humility: Praying for 20/20 Vision, As We Contemplate the Humility of Christ. 
There is a need to recover clarity of sight, to allow His Light to help us to see more clearly the beauty that He saw when He looked 
upon creation, before the fall, and said “Behold it is very good.” Where do we bring our petitions for this recovery of sight? We 
bring them to Christ Himself, in the place where we encounter His humility most boldly: The Holy Eucharist. We strive to humble 
ourselves before Christ in an hour of Eucharistic Adoration, where He humbles Himself before us. 

 

HOLY HOUR FOR MARRIAGE: Step Two is to come for that special “20/20 Vision” Holy Hour this week on  
Tuesday, February 18th, at 7:00 PM in the Church. The Holy Hour for Marriage will bring our prayers, for the renewal of  
marriage, to Christ in Eucharistic Adoration. We will offer this time of prayer for the renewal of every individual marriage, as well 
as for marriage as a whole. This dual purpose is not unlike Christ’s miracle at the Wedding Feast at Cana, which was a blessing to 
the specific marriage of the couple whose wedding feast He was attending, but also elevated the Sacrament of Matrimony as a 
whole to the level of a Sacrament of the New Covenant. Perhaps you want to offer this hour of prayer for specific couples among 
your family and friends who are newly married, preparing for marriage, or experiencing difficulties in their marriage. Perhaps you 
want to offer it for young people who are receiving so many mixed messages about marriage, dating and sexuality, that they may 
desire and hold fast to purity and to seek to better understand the beauty of God’s plan for our sexuality. Perhaps you want to offer 
it for the discernment of your own vocation, as you believe you may be called to marriage, but have not yet found your spouse. 
Perhaps you want to offer it for the recovery of an environment in which people can have an honest, reasonable, and respectful 
conversation about marriage and sexuality, without anyone who supports God’s plan being accused of hate. On the same note, 
perhaps you want to pray that those who seek to promote God’s plan for marriage and sexuality in our culture would be aided by 
grace in order to more effectively speak the Truth with Love and Joy. Perhaps you want to offer it for anyone who experiences 
same sex attraction or is confused about their sexuality and has only heard the narrow view that the culture offers them (which 
only offers the options of either indulge or repress), that they may find genuine, compassionate assistance and accompaniment in 
carrying their unique cross. We might pray that people in this situation know that they are not alone, and that they don’t have to be 
afraid or ashamed, but neither do they have to go the way of indulgence, toward which the culture directs them. Perhaps you want 
to pray for more souls to discover the truth behind God’s plan to preserve the unity between love and life in the marital embrace, 
including understanding better the dangers to the physical, mental, emotional and spiritual health of both the individuals and the 
couples, which are brought on by artificial contraception, as well as the corresponding advantages to Natural Family Planning. 
Perhaps you want to pray for the truth of these matters to no longer be concealed, even within spheres of the medical community, 
that spouses might be directed to that which helps their marriage remain healthy. Perhaps you want to pray for a deepening of your 
own understanding of some of these matters. All of these things and more will be among the intentions for which we intend to  
offer this time of prayer. 
 

LEARN MORE: Step Three is to learn more about God’s plan for love, as well as how to both understand and  
communicate it more effectively. You will find more helpful resources than I can really list here if you simply browse Formed.org 
for the relevant topics (some under “Current Topics,” others under “Apologetics,” “Documentaries,” “Sacraments” and even 
“Youth Programs”).  But, we will also have a great opportunity on Thursday, February 27th to view a resource, which is not 
available on Formed.org. We will view “Sexual Revolution: 50 Years Since Humanae Vitae” in Harkrader Hall at 6 PM that  
evening. This documentary features a number of more scientific and historical details, which helps us better understand, not only 
the truth of God’s plan, but also why it is so seldom known and embraced. Adults are most encouraged to come and high school 
and junior high age youth are also encouraged, but only with a signed permission slip or if they are accompanied by a parent.      

 

 PARENTS, TAKE A DAY: Finally, Step Four is a very special Day of Recollection for parents of babies through high 
school age students! It will take place at our parish on Saturday, March 7th from 8:30am-12pm. This day will feature guest 
speaker Kathleen Billings, who will provide reflections on the theme of “Families, Be Who You Are”.  There will be time for 
prayer, as well as childcare with special activities for children ages 3+! This is a great opportunity to experience renewal in your 
family and engage with other families striving for holiness, so don’t miss out on this special event!  

In Christ through Mary, 
Fr. Gifford 

St. Louis, pray for us!  

Blessed Mary, Queen Mother of the King of Kings, pray for us! 



Other Sacramental Information 

Marriages ~ Call the parish office at least eight months    
before the wedding. 

Baptisms ~ Normally after 10:30 am Sunday Mass.        
Requires registration at St Louis Parish and participation 
in  baptismal preparation (held the third Thursday of eve-
ry odd month). Please wait until after the preparation to 
choose Godparents. Call parish office for more  
information.  

Other Information 
Rosary 
   Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday after Mass 
   Monday and Thursday before Mass. 

If going out of town 
  Locate Mass Times by visiting: www.MassTimes.org 

Bulletin Announcements  
 Submitted to Parish Office no later than noon  
 on Tuesday for publication the following Sunday. 

Joining the Parish 
Please call the Parish Office for an appointment. 

Parish Staff 
Pastor   Fr Daniel Gifford      
            Email: stl.fr.gifford@gmail.com      
Deacon    John Murphy  
   Wk: 664-1155/Hm: 646-4723 
Trustees  Dan Legner 
   Mary Paula Schmitt 
Admin Assistant Paula Lough   
Business Manager Renee Toomey 
Director of Religious Education  Julia Mead 
  Email:  stl.juliamead@gmail.com 
Youth Coordinator  Caylee Kennedy 
        Email: stl.cayleekennedy@gmail.com 

  RCIA Coordinator  Susanna Prushinski 
  Email: stl.susannaprushinski@gmail.com 
 Maintenance Bill Uher 

Parish Office 

616 S Gosse Blvd., Princeton, IL 61356 
Office hours: Monday - Thursday ~ 8 am - 3 pm 

Friday ~ 8 am - noon 
Phone: (815) 879-0181  

 
E-mail: stlparishoffice@gmail.com 
Website: www.stlouisprinceton.org 

Church Monetary Support for the weekends of  
February 8/9 2020 

 
Weekly Budget                  $7,250.00 
Amount Received  $6,075.00 
Amount Over/(Under)                                           ($1,175.00) 
 
Fiscal period July 1, 2019— June 30, 2020 
Amount needed to date  $232,000.00 
Amount received to date   $243,513.45 
Over (Under) budget to date                                  $11,513.45   
 
Children’s Offering  
Total weekend                                        $9.75 
Fiscal year total                                                          $629.54 

STEWARDSHIP 

Readings for the week of February 16, 2020 
 

Sunday: Sir 15:15-20/Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 17-18, 33-34 [1b]/1 
Cor 2:6-10/Mt 5:17-37  
Monday: Jas 1:1-11/Ps 119:67, 68, 71, 72, 75, 76 [77a]/
Mk 8:11-13 
Tuesday: Jas 1:12-18/Ps 94:12-13a, 14-15, 18-19 [12a]/
Mk 8:14-21 
Wednesday: Jas 1:19-27/Ps 15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5 [1b]/Mk 
8:22-26 
Thursday: Jas 2:1-9/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [7a]/Mk 8:27-33 
Friday: Jas 2:14-24, 26/Ps 112:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [cf. 1b]/Mk 
8:34—9:1 
Saturday: 1 Pt 5:1-4/Ps 23:1-3a, 4, 5, 6 [1]/Mt 16:13-19 
Next Sunday: Lv 19:1-2, 17-18/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8, 10, 12-
13 [8a]/1 Cor 3:16-23/Mt 5:38-48 

End of Year Contribution Statements 
End of year contribution statements are now available, UPON 
REQUEST ONLY. If you require a statement to prepare your 
personal income tax return, please call or email the parish  
office, and one will be provided to you. Please indicate if you 
would like the statement mailed to your residence, or provided  
electronically via email. Note: contributions made to the Annual 
Diocesan Appeal (ADA) will receive separate statements  
directly from the Catholic Diocese of Peoria, in compliance with 
IRS requirements for charitable giving. The faithful  
sharing of your “treasure” is vital to the parish, and sincerely 
appreciated! 

Masses &  
Distribution 

 of Ashes 
 

Feb. 26th 
7:00 am & 

5:15 pm 
 

Confessions 
After Both  

Masses 

Heartfelt thanks go out to all who prayed last  
weekend for the healing intentions of the Rachel's 
Vineyard Retreat.  Many graces were poured out on 
the team and retreatants present.  Thank you all for 
your faithful generosity! Sincerely, the Peoria RVR 
Team  



LITURGY AND SACRAMENTS 

Mass Intentions 
Monday, February 17  The Seven Holy Founders  

           of the Servite   

 4:00 pm     Eucharistic Adoration 

 5:15  pm + Roger Balensiefen 

Tuesday, February 18 Weekday   

 7:00 am             +Ron Hulslander by Annette Hulslander 

 *9:00 am +Barbara Strunk 

Wednesday, February 19 Weekday 

 7:00 am         +Herman Rohman by Pat Quiram  

Thursday, February  20  Weekday 

 4:00 pm   Eucharistic Adoration 

 5:15  pm +Hershel & Darlene Lampkin  

                              by Joanne Stocking 

Friday, February 21 Saint Peter Damian, Bishop  

          & Doctor of the Church 

 7:00 am          +Karen Swanson by Dr. & Mrs. Castelein  

Saturday, February 22  Vigil of the 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 4:00 pm  +  Leo & Esther Moloney  

       by  Tim & Julie Puhr   

Sunday, February 23 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 7:30 am           +Gary Coates      

 9:00 am +John Maller by Ann Maller  

 10:30 am             People of the Parish 

*Greenfield 

Liturgical Roles 
 

Daily Servers  For February 17-21, 2020  2-17 Ben 
Larsen, 2-18 Brennan Roden, 2-19 David Kunkel,  
2-20 Faustina Bystry, 2– 21 Daniel Mead 
 
4:00 pm:  Saturday, February 22 
 Servers  Luke, Matthew, Andrew Peacock 
 Lectors  Peacock Family 
 EMHC  Gene Menard, Mandy Robinson 
 Sacristan Susanne Prushinski 
 Ushers  John Brokaw, Joel Quiram, Ray Carrington,  
   
7:30 am: Sunday,  February 23 
 Servers Servers needed, please check in at Sacristy 
 Lectors Luke Atilano, Mary Paula Schmitt 
 EMHC Mary Harmon, Rita Tracey 
 Sacristan Lori Atilano  
 Ushers  Bill Uher, Tom Ballard, Tom Tracey 
 
9:00 am: Sunday,  February 23 
 Servers  Cameron Lawrence, Nick & Nathan Lough 
 Lectors  Tim Kunkel, Katie Lawrence  
 EMHC  Caylee Kennedy, Chris Williams 
 Sacristan Quint Quiram, Cameron Lawrence  
 Cantor Mary Kieffer 
 Ushers Don Evans, Diane Evans, Tom Giehl,  
             Tyson Phillips 
 
 10:30 am: Sunday, February 23 
 Servers  Tom Makransky, Emma Mavity,  
               Brennan Roden, Lilly Wray 
 Lectors  Dave Boylan, Emma Roden 
 EMHC  Bethany Brigham, Mandy Robinson  
 Sacristan Chris Romagnoli  
 Cantor David Gorenz 
 Ushers Andrew Sims, Patrick Mason, Jeff Ellis,  
            Christian Rosario 
              
 Home Ministry ~  Caylee Kennedy, Chris Williams 
 
Nursing Homes ~ Pat Galassi-Carlson, Mary Beth 
Crowe, David Lawrence, Irene Milligan,  
Cathy Trowbridge 

Congratulations to the following parishioners who  
celebrate their 50th plus wedding anniversary  

in February  
Alan & Gwen Hoenig  

celebrate 52 years on February 24th 

 

 

 

20/20 Holy Hours—7 pm 

February 18th           

For the Renewal of Marriage       

 

March 4th 

For the Reconciliation  

  of All God’s Children  

 

April 21st 

For Vocations  

  To the Priesthood and Consecrated Life 



YOUTH DISCIPLESHIP 

Jr. High Youth Ministry! Our next Jr. High Youth Ministry night will be Sunday, March 8th from 5:30-7! If you are in 7th or 8th 
grade, you are welcome to attend! We'll have snacks, games, and opportunities to enter into Lent with Eucharistic Adoration! We 
hope to see you there!  
 
High School Youth Ministry!   This Sunday during youth ministry, we will be learning about ways to enter into Lent and spend the 
last few minutes of the night in Adoration.  Come enjoy games, snacks, and time to pray! Bring a friend!  
  
Youth Rally: Saturday, March 14th is the annual Diocesan Youth Rally at the Pastoral Center in Peoria, IL. Matt Faley is the guest 
speaker this year! The rally begins at noon and will end at 7:30pm after Mass at the Cathedral. This is an awesome day filled with 
great opportunities to learn about the faith and participate in Eucharistic Adoration and Reconciliation! If your high school aged 
child is interested in attending, please contact Caylee Kennedy by February 20th.  
 
Teens Encounter Christ (TEC): The next TEC weekend is February 22-24 for any boys ages 16-21. The next girls weekend is 
April 4-6. TEC  is a youth retreat hosted in Peterstown and the experience is based on the Paschal Mystery of Christ. The weekend 
includes talks on faith, prayer, reconciliation, the Eucharist, discipleship and love. There is time for reflection on serious questions 
of life and opportunities for forming Christian Community. If you are interested in attending, please contact Fr. Gifford for more 
information or visit https://www.peterstowntec.com  

The Parish greenhouse will again startup for the 2020 plant 
sale to take place early May. A planning -work committee is 
being formed and will gather on Saturday, February 22 from 
10:30 -11:30 am at the parish office. Anyone interested in 
helping should attend this meeting or contact Cathy  
Trowbridge at 815-876-6952. No experience needed, just a 
desire to help!   

 
 
 
 
 

 
St. Louis Parish will be showing the documentary  

Thursday, February 27th 6-8 pm in Harkrader Hall 

 
"This film should be shown not only in every diocese but in  
every church and every denomination. Many of the young adults 
have no idea about the history of the Sexual  
Revolutions and all its empty promises and without this 
knowledge they are set up to make the same mistakes. The movie 
gently teaches and stirs the soul to think or rethink God's plan for 
love and life. High school, college and  
viewers older will be able to leave better educated and  
empowered by the truth of the Gospel. It makes one proud to be 
Catholic and willing to stand up for the truth because it is the 
loving thing to do.”–Kathy Schmugge, Director of the Office of 
Family Life,  Diocese of Charlston  

What’s Happening at St. Louis Parish 

MARK YOUR  
CALENDAR!  

    St. Louis Fish Fry 
   FRIDAY, MARCH 13TH 

 
Fish Fry sign up sheets  to work and/or donate  a  
dessert are  located on the information table in the  
foyer of Harkrader Hall.  

OUR TABLE St. Louis will be providing a meal for Our 
Table  March 9th, at the Methodist Church. A sign up sheet 
is on the information table in the Harkrader Hall’s foyer. 
Thank you for helping with this project. If you have any 
questions, please call  Marcia Obenhaus at 815-878-1812.  

FOOD PANTRY WEEKEND: Next weekend,  
February 22 & 23, the Knights of Columbus will be  
collecting nonperishable food items and monetary  
donations for the Bureau County Food Pantry. The  
Pantry continues to need everything. Donations have 
dropped off after the first of the year and the shelves are 
getting empty, so it's time to get them filled again. All 
the high needs items remain in demand: breakfast cereal, 
peanut butter, canned fruit and pancake syrup. Sugar 
free and gluten free items are also being requested. Your 
continuing generosity means so much to those who 
struggle to feed their families. 

Sunday, February 16 
High School Youth Ministry 7—8:30 pm 
 
Monday, February 17 
Men’s Study 6-7 pm 
 
Tuesday, February 18 
Eucharistic Adoration in the Chapel 8-noon  
CGS (Level One & Level Three) 3:30 - 5:00 pm 
CGS (Level One & Level Three) 6:00 - 7:30 pm 
First Year Confirmation Class 6:00 - 7:30 pm 
Harmon’s Household Class 6:00 -7:30 pm 
Holy Hour for Marriage 7 -8:00 pm  
 
Wednesday, February 19 
CGS (Level One & Level Two) 3:30 - 5:00 pm   
CGS (Level Two)  6:00 - 7:30 pm 
Second Year Confirmation Class  6:00 - 7:30 pm 
 
Thursday, February 20 
CGS (Level Two)  3:30 - 5:00 pm 
 
Friday, February 21 
The Word of God Women’s Prayer Group  8:00 - 9:00 am    
 
Saturday, February 22 
Parish Greenhouse Meeting 10:30-11:30 am in Parish Office 


