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Then he opened their minds to understand the  

Scriptures. And he said to them, 

“Thus it is written that the Christ would suffer  

and rise from the dead on the third day” 
-Luke 24:45-46 



Dear parishioners, 

You are a gift. God, all knowing and all loving, consid-
ered all the possible universes that could exist, and he 
chose the one that had you. And out of sheer, gratuitous 
love, he gave you the gift of existence. He saw your good-
ness and loved it into being. And in that love, he chose a 
particular gender for you: male or female. In the docu-
ment Male and Female He Created Them: Towards a 
Path of Dialogue on the Question of Gender Theory in 
Education, the Vatican’s Congregation for Catholic Edu-
cation states: 

The Christian vision of anthropology sees sexual-
ity as a fundamental component of one’s person-
hood. It is one of its mode of being, of manifest-
ing itself, communicating with others, and of feel-
ing, expressing and living human love…In fact, it 
is from [their] sex that the human person receives 
the characteristics which, on the biological, psy-
chological and spiritual levels, make that person a 
man or a woman, and thereby largely condition 
his or her progress towards maturity and insertion 
into society. 

Depending on who you are, this statement is either bla-
tantly offensive or common sense. This difference in how 
we see fundamental truths about humanity is a crisis 
which divides our culture, government, political dis-
course, policies, schools, and families. Though there is 
room for much dialogue, there is no “middle ground.” 
Either the two traditionally held genders of male and fe-
male are intrinsic to the human person or they are not. So 
what do faithful Catholics do? 

We humbly recognize that the truth about gender is given 
by God, “and the truth will set you free” (John 8:32). We 
could not invent or possess this truth. But how do we 
demonstrate it?. There are two ways of knowing truths 
about our human nature. The first is through “natural 
law,” which has nothing to do with the outdoors and eve-
rything to do with the “nature” or purpose for which 
something was created. A chair is created to be sat on, so 
sitting on it fulfills its nature. But sawing a leg off of it or 
letting an elephant sit on it violates the chair’s nature. 

Observing humans throughout time, we see that we, too, 
act toward a specific end goal in all we do: flourishing as 
individuals and a community. There are many intermedi-
ate goals that serve this end: Eating makes one healthy, 
learning distinguishes right from wrong, etc. Among 
those goals is the union between a man and a woman in 
order for them to bond and create and sustain new life. 
Only the union between one man and one woman can lead 
to the conception of a new human and every child needs 

the influence of both mother and father. Every culture up 
until ours has understood that the two genders – male and 
female – are not social constructions but given facts that 
are absolutely essential to the mutual growth and flourish-
ing of every individual. 

The second way of knowing there are two genders is 
through the truth revealed through scripture: “Male and 
female He created them” (Genesis 1:27). Everything re-
vealed in scripture is given to us out of love. God wants 
us to know that the gender we were given when we came 
into existence was not an accident, it was part of a plan of 
love. 

How do we respond to gender theory? We love those indi-
viduals in our lives who believe the opposite of what the 
Church teaches. We support and affirm them. But we do 
not support choices or actions which contradict God’s 
loving plan. An essential element of preaching the Gospel 
in our time is acknowledging that those who claim to be 
transgender are, in fact, suffering. But if someone believes 
something false about themselves – that they are sick 
when in fact they are healthy, that they are overweight 
when they are not, or that they hear voices which aren’t 
there – affirming these untruths does not take away their 
suffering. Most responses to these individuals lack either 
love or truth. In my limited experience. I have seen the 
Church respond in beautifully loving ways to these indi-
viduals with gender dysphoria who, in my experience, are 
suffering in many other ways and are searching for com-
passion and understanding. 

We have a right and duty to hold fast to God’s loving 

truth for the good of society and the family. Parents must 

be actively involved in the education of their children, 

since the state is now actively involved in their miseduca-

tion. We cannot respond with anger or turn this into an-

other culture war. It’s not about right versus left, and we 

risk making the truth a casualty when we throw away our 

charity and compassion. Love triumphs over all. And real 

love springs from the heart of the Triune God who loved 

us into existence. It is not divorced from the truth. And we 

are blessed to have been given both truth and love. 

 
 
in Christ through Mary,  

Fr. Tim Hepner  

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER HEPNER 



Parish Staff 
                

Administrator  Fr Tim Hepner 
   stl.frtimothyhepner@gmail.com   
Deacon    John Murphy  
   Wk: 664-1155/Hm: 646-4723 
Trustees  Dan Legner 
   Mary Paula Schmitt 
Admin Assistant  Paula Lough   
Business Manager Renee Toomey 
RCIA Coordinator   Susanna Prushinski 
                stl.susannaprushinski@gmail.com 
Religious Ed Coordinator Rebekah Mead 
   stl.rebekahmead@gmail.com 
Project Coordinator/ Cathy Trowbridge 
Compliance Manager      stl.cathytrowbridge@gmail.com 
Janitorial   Frances Hanley 
Maintenance   Tim Hermeyer 
 

Parish Office 

616 S Gosse Blvd., Princeton, IL 61356 
Office hours:  Monday—Thursday 8am-3pm 

   Friday 8am-noon 

 
Phone: (815) 879-0181  

E-mail: stlparishoffice@gmail.com 
Website: www.stlouisprinceton.org 

YouTube Channel: youtube.com/user/stlouisprinceton 
FaceBook Page: www.facebook.com/stlouisprinceton  

Mass Intentions 
 

Monday, April 19 Monday of the Third Week of Easter 

7 am   + Bill & Roger Fleming by Joanne Stocking  

 

Tuesday, April 20 Tuesday of the Third Week of Easter 

5:15pm  +Tom Makransky  

4-5:00 pm    Holy Hour  

  

Wednesday, April 21 St. Anselm, Bishop and   

         Doctor of the Church  

7:00 am  + William Joiner By Linda Carter  

 

Thursday,  April 22  Thursday of the Third Week of Easter 

5:15 pm  + Hank Skibinski by Marcia Obenhaus  

4-5:00 pm  Holy Hour  

 

Friday, April 23  St. George, Martyr; St. Adalbert,  

  Bishop and Martyr  

7:00 am  +Joe Quagliano by John & Pat Bystry    

   

Saturday,  April 24     Vigil of the 4th Sunday of Easter   

4:00 pm   + Richard DeBord by Peggy & Thomas Carr  

 

Sunday, April 25 4th Sunday of Easter  

  World Day of Prayer for Vocations  

7:30 am   People of the Parish 

9:00 am  + Mary Miller by Diane and Don Evans 

10:30 am            + Bonnie Fleming (Pam Schabow's mother) 

      by Mary Archer    

A Holy Hour for Life 
Benediction, Rosary, and other Prayers 

All are welcome to gather in prayer on the fourth  
Sunday of each month from 6-7 pm in the Church for the  
intention of respect for the sacredness of all human life.   

 
Please join us  Sunday,  April 25th 

Readings for the week of April 18, 2021 
 Sunday: Acts 3:13-15, 17-19/Ps 4:2, 4, 7-8, 9 [7a]/1 Jn 2:1-5a/Lk 
24:35-48 
Monday: Acts 6:8-15/Ps 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-30 [1ab]/Jn 6:22-29 
Tuesday: Acts 7:51—8:1a/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 7b and 8a, 17 and 
21ab [6a]/Jn 6:30-35 
Wednesday: Acts 8:1b-8/Ps 66:1-3a, 4-5, 6-7a [1]/Jn 6:35-40 
Thursday: Acts 8:26-40/Ps 66:8-9, 16-17, 20 [1]/Jn 6:44-51 
Friday: Acts 9:1-20/Ps 117:1bc, 2 [Mk 16:15]/Jn 6:52-59 
Saturday: Acts 9:31-42/Ps 116:12-13, 14-15, 16-17 [12]/Jn 6:60-69 
Next Sunday: Acts 4:8-12/Ps 118:1, 8-9, 21-23, 26, 28, 29 [22]/1 Jn 
3:1-2/Jn 10:11-18 

Please remember to pray   
for Vocations to the  

Priesthood and Religious Life   
especially from St. Louis Parish!    

St. Therese,  Patroness of  Vocations, pray for us! 

Men's Holy Hour 
In honor of St. Joseph and St. Louis, join the men of the 
parish every Saturday at 7am for a men's holy hour. We 
will read the Gospel for the upcoming  
Sunday, spend time in silent meditation, and will often 
have the opportunity for confession. Enter through the 
adoration chapel door.  

Do you have a special love 
for Christ’s presence in the 
Holy Eucharist? Would you 
be willing to pray for one of 
our nine children who will be 
receiving the first holy com-

munion on May 2?  Please prayerfully consider this spe-
cial request to be a prayer partner. To participate, call 
Cathy at 815-876-6952 or send an email  
stlcathytrowbridge@gmail.com  as soon as possible. 



ST. LOUIS LENTEN SCHEDULE  

 
MASS SCHEDULE 

MON, WED, FRI    7:00 AM 
TUE , THR    5:15 PM 
SAT     4:00 PM 
SUN     7:30, 9:00, 10:30 AM 
 
(SAT 4 PM and SUN 9:30AM Live-streamed on FaceBook and 
broadcast  Sunday at noon on WZOE 1490 AM ) 
 
OUTDOOR DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

(AT ANDERSON ST ENTRANCE) 
SAT  5:00—5:15 PM 
SUN  10:00—10:15 AM 
 
RECONCILIATION 

(ST. JEROME ROOM) 
WED, FRI 3-3:30 PM  
TUE, THR 4:30—4:50 PM  
SAT  3-3:45 PM 
 
 
HOLY HOUR 

TUE, THR 4:00 PM 
 
 

PRIVATE PRAYER 

Chapel is open for Private Prayer— same access code as  
before  - if you need the code please contact the parish office. 

STEWARDSHIP 

Liturgical/Volunteer Roles 

 
4:00 pm:  Saturday, April 24 

Altar Servers  Gabby & Gretchen Carden   
Camera Operators  Tim Daluga 
Lectors  Julie Hassler     
Sacristan  Mandy Robinson 
Greeters  Dan & Cynthia Tracy  
Cleaners TBD: CLEANERS NEEDED  
 
7:30 am: Sunday, April 25 

Altar Server  Servers needed please check in Sacristy 
Lectors  Gene Menard     
Sacristan  Julie Hassler   
Greeters Tom Ballard, Tom Tracey 
Cleaners Gary & Marcia Blessman, Pat Wiggim 
 

9:00 am: Sunday, April 25 

Altar Server  Patsy Bystry, Sydney Scully   
Camera Operators   Marty Makransky 
Lectors  Tim Kunkel  
Sacristan  Quint Quiram  
Greeters  Judy & Dave Moore, Tom Giehl 
Cleaners Quint Quiram, Jim Whitaker, Steve Bouslog 
 

10:30 am: Sunday, April 25 

Altar Server  David Kunkel, Brennan Roden    
Lectors  Donna Milliron  
Sacristan  Linda Carter   
Greeters Pat Mason, Ken Lough 
Cleaners  Lough Family, Mary Beth Crowe     
 
EMHC for Homebound:  Gene Menard, Madeleine Robinson, 
Dave Boylan, Colleen Harmon, Mary Beth Crowe, Tim Smith 

Church Monetary Support 
Through April 11,  2021  

 

Amount Budgeted              $6,500.00 
Amount Received                    $5,591.00  
Amount Over (Under)                                ( $   909.00)   
  
Fiscal Period July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2021 
Amount needed to date             $266,500.00  
Amount Received to date:                  $257,508.00  
Over/(Under) budget to date                       ($    8,992.00) 
 
Good Friday for Holy Land   $1,086.00 
Easter Collection         $4,513.00  
 
 
If you have taken a Rice Bowl as part of your Lenten almsgiv-
ing, please turn it in by April 25th! You may leave it on any of 
the Information Tables, or place it in the collection basket 
with your weekly contribution.  

FOOD PANTRY WEEKEND: Next weekend, 

April 24 & 25, the Knights of Columbus will be collecting non-
perishable food items and monetary donations for the Bureau 
County Food Pantry. The Pantry filled a great many Easter food 
baskets and the shelves are looking empty. All the high need 
items are in short supply. Those are: breakfast cereal, peanut 
butter, mac & cheese, hamburger helper, boxed potatoes and 
canned pasta, especially ravioli. Thanks to all who continue to 
donate so generously each month.  

Our thanks to all who prayed in the Adoration Chapel , or 
prayed at home, for the participants of the Rachel’s Vineyard 
Retreat held on March 12-14th. Our loving and merciful God 
used those prayers to pour out His abundant mercies on those 
present. It was a beautiful weekend of restoration for all who 
attended. May we all continue to pray for all who are affected 
by the scourge of abortion, in our families, our communities, 
and our nation. Sincerely, the Peoria Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat 
Team. 

THANK YOU 



 

 

 

Welcome to the newest members of our  

Catholic Christian family! 
 

Oliver Carrico , son of Dominic and Tiffiany Carrico,  
was baptized on April 10, 2021.  

Ronan McIntyre, son of Matthew and Veronica McIntyre, 
was baptized on April 11, 2021 

S E T T I N G  T H E  C A P T I V E S  F R E E  
S P I R I T U A L  W A R F A R E  

— A N D  T H E —   
V O I C E  O F  G O D   

D a n  B u r k e ,  S p e a k e r  
 

S a t ,  M a y  1 5 t h  9 –  1 : 0 0 p m  ( 8 a m  M a s s )  
$ 2 9  p e r  p e r s o n — $ 2 4  L i v e  S t r e a m  

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  t o  r e g i s t e r  
o n l i n e  

v i s i t  o u r  w e b s i t e  s t l o u i s p r i n c e t o n . o r g   
O r ,  c o n t a c t  t h e  p a r i s h  o f f i c e .   

C h e c k s  p a y a b l e  t o  A v i l a  F o u n d a t i o n   
 

C u r r e n t l y ,  R e gi s t r a t i o n  i s  o p e n  o n l y  t o   
S t .  L o u i s  p a r i s hi o n e r s  o n  a  " 1 s t  r e gi s t e r e d ,  1 s t  

s e a t e d "  b a s i s .  P l e a s e  s i g n  u p  n o w  a s  s e a t i n g   
w i l l  b e  l i mi t e d  &  r e gi s t r a t i o n  wi l l  b e   

o p e n e d  t o  t he  p u b l i c  b e g i n n i n g  A p r i l  2 0 t h.  
  

C h i l d c a r e  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e .  

Announcing the 2021 St Louis Parish  

Greenhouse Plant sale!  
 
Get your flowers,  
tomatoes, peppers and 
more after all weekend 
Masses on May 8/9!  

Thank you to everyone who joined us for our  

Divine Mercy Mass & Party last weekend!!  
 

It was a wonderful opportunity to share fellowship, food, and fun as a parish community. 
We would especially like to acknowledge and thank: 
- the Cano family and Los Ranchitos for donating the delicious meal 
- the volunteers who helped plan, set up, serve, and clean up   
- the volunteers who provided activities, entertainment,  
   and desserts  
- the Knights of Columbus for donating funds for the outdoor space heaters that were 
used in the pavilion 

More fun to come - mark your calendars for our Family Discipleship  
Summer Kickoff on Sunday, May 16th!  

Congratulations  to Tony and Carla Vergamini who were confirmed 
at St. Louis Parish on Easter Vigil Saturday.  
 
Congratulations to the nine Confirmandi from St. Louis Church who 
were confirmed at the Cathedral of St. Mary in Peoria this Saturday, 
April 17th. They worked hard to prepare for this great sacrament, 
and we are so excited to see where God continues to lead them! 
 
St. Mary , pray for us. 

St. Anthony, pray for us.  

St. Christopher, pray for us. 

Ven. Fulton Sheen, pray for us.  

St. Jerome, pray for us. 

St. Jude, pray for us. 

St. Sebastian, pray for us. 

St. Teresa of the Andes, pray for us. 

St. Toribio Romo, pray for us.  

CONGRATULTIONS CONFIRMANDI! 


