
   

 



This past week, on the Feast of Our Lady of Fatima, we had an action-packed day.  Most significantly, 
in hindsight, this ended up being the first day in which we were able to distribute Holy Communion.  Thanks 
be to God!  Later that night, as planned, we were able to offer a Holy Hour for the Renewal of the Vocation of 
Motherhood.  As we have done each month in 2020, we “gathered” (even if only virtually in these past two 
months) before Our Lord in the Holy Eucharist to Pray for 2020 Vision, as we Contemplate the Humility of 
Christ,” where He humbles Himself so very much before us, by appearing before us hidden beneath the ap-
pearance of bread.  This month, as we gathered before Our Lord to pray for a renewal of the vocation of 
motherhood, I knew I would need the perspective of mothers in order to better understand what it is about 
motherhood that we need to begin to see more clearly.  Their responses were so beautiful, I decided there was 
no need for much commentary of my own.  Here are a handful of thoughts of mothers within our parish:  

• Motherhood is a blessing manifested by God, our Father.  As a mother, I relate to the uncondition-
al love God has for each one of us....open arms to always welcome them and a heart overflowing 
with love for each of them. 

 
• That being a mother is enough! Being present, changing diapers, making lunches, cleaning up after 

the messes of little and big ones, helping with homework, filling out FAFSA forms, answering 
frantic phone calls, that is our path to salvation! It is enough and we know this from the example of 
Our Holy Mother Mary who changed everything by simply saying “Yes” to motherhood and 
God’s will. 

 
• It is truly a gift to be given these tiny people to teach, love and care for everyday and watch them 

grow into the individuals they become. Very grateful and blessed.  
 
• Motherhood is sacred ground. When you’re a mother, your indescribable love for your child brings 

both tremendous joy and deep sorrow. Joy from seeing them grow, fulfill their goals, and become 
the person God created them to be and tremendous sorrow from knowing as you nurture, guide and 
help them to accomplish these milestones they need you less and less and their time in your home 
will be ending much sooner than you ever imagined. The gift of raising a child  and the sacrifice of 
letting go is sacred ground. The desire for their true happiness is a grace God gives mothers to help 
them trust and let go.  

 
• There are three stages of motherhood that I have experienced: having been blessed with a coura-

geous mother with a strong faith in God who raised me to be the person I am today; feeling life 
within my body for nine months and having the privilege of being a mother to a son and a daugh-
ter; and embracing God's strength to get me through every day after losing my precious son to can-
cer. 

 
• The one thing I wish more people understood about the beauty of Motherhood is that God gave 

women the opportunity to complete HIS vision of Motherhood, to be "like" his Blessed Mother. 
Motherhood is definitely a beautiful gift from God, to be appreciated and treasured. The Love of a 
Mother is unconditional, a willingness to sacrifice for another, just as Jesus did for us. 

 
• The beauty of motherhood is that it comes in a variety of ways (i.e. pregnancy or adoption), but it 

also comes to those who are aunts or caregivers.  
 
• So many people, myself included for many years, consider motherhood one choice among many 

equally good choices.  I have learned that my motherhood is a complete gift from God, not only in 
the life given to each child, but in the strength and wisdom that allows me to give of myself day 
after day,-- sometimes even joyfully!  That is the goal!  LOVE + SUFFERING = JOY! 
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• Motherhood is a true blessing from God! Being a mother means protecting and nurturing a life 
with God… Not only is motherhood (parenthood) sometimes a crazy journey in life but even be-
coming a mother can be difficult. I am so very thankful to be called a mother. Motherhood is truly 
a blessing! 

 
• What I wish that each mother could understand about the beauty of motherhood is that it's not al-

ways beautiful. We all struggle, and we all fail sometimes, even those moms that look like they 
have it all together and that everything seems easy for them. They are struggling, too. We are not 
alone in our hard times. The beauty comes from the chaos and the struggle. We all need to remem-
ber that we are not perfect and that we are doing the best we can with God's help. 

 
• I wish that more people knew that even when my children and/or family situations are challenging, 

I still know that this is what God called me to do and I trust in Him. 
 
• Motherhood is messy, difficult, and at times exhausting, but so rewarding. The beauty of it has 

taught me grace, acceptance & selflessness.  Embrace the hard times and learn from it.   
 
• Motherhood never ends...it goes on through Eternity!  
 
• "God gives us many blessings. One of his greatest gifts is the gift of a child. But, the gift of a 

grandchild is a gift twice blessed"  (My mother) shared also that becoming a great-grandmother 
was even better than being a grandmother. When you think about it, motherhood increases our ca-
pacity to love and that even grows through the generations. When my mother passed away, she on-
ly had 2 great grandchildren, now she would have had 12. I would love to have her with me now. 
She "showed" me faith in the way she lived and the way she loved. I thank God that He gave her to 
me; to be my mother. 

 
• The Beauty of Motherhood is not found in the pristine and edited version that is superficially at-

tractive, the beauty of motherhood is found in the messiness of life when you become transformed, 
by living the works of mercy (spiritual and corporal) in the very intimacy of Mother and child and 
in so doing the life of lived Beatitude opens before you.  

 
I am so grateful for the witness of these mothers, and so many others, to their vocation and their will-

ingness to share these beautiful, raw and honest reflections on their experience.  God calls us all.  He calls us 
all in different ways, but all are called to be life-giving, by their commitment to a life of selfless love for the 
Lord, the Giver of all life, and for others. Let us continue to Contemplate the Humility of Christ in Light of 
the Resurrection. 

 

BISHOP-ELECT TYLKA: We thank God for the news at the beginning of this week of the appoint-
ment of Father Louis Tylka, currently pastor in Tinley Park, as the new Coadjutor Bishop for the Diocese of 
Peoria, to assist Bishop Jenky in the leadership of the diocese and eventually succeed him. 

 

ONGOING DEVELOPMENTS: Please see this bulletin and do your best to stay tuned, as things 

continue to evolve by the day.  We are doing our best to provide some stability, while also trying to generous-

ly explore what more can be done.  As we begin implementing a plan for the process (which will take time 

and require much patience) of preparing to reopen gradually, we are beginning a new schedule with opportu-

nities to receive Holy Communion and are currently making arrangements with the goal of hopefully having 

an outdoor Mass in the near future.  
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Please remember to pray for Vocations to 

the Priesthood and Religious Life  
especially from  St. Louis Parish!    

 
St. Therese,  Patroness of   
Vocations, pray for us! 

“Patience is 
the companion 
of wisdom.” 
-Saint Augustine 



Mass Intentions 
*Masses will be livestreamed on FaceBook at times listed be-

low and then posted on YouTube  

 
*Monday, May 18 St. John, Pope and Martyr    

5:00 pm   +Lucille Prostko  

 

*Tuesday, May 19 Easter Weekday  

10:30 am + Benny Trowbridge  

 

*Wednesday, May 20 St. Bernadine of Siena, Priest  

10:30 am + Debra Stoner by Mead Family  

 

Thursday, May 21  St. Christopher Magallanes, Priest,  

                                   and Companions, Martyrs    

3:30—4:30 pm  Holy Hour  

5:00  pm     +Robert Walter by Gary & Marcia Blessman  

 

Friday, May 22 St. Rita of Cascia, Religious  

       +Roger Balensiefen  

No Mass livestreams on Friday 

 

Saturday,  May 23  The Ascension of the Lord 

 4:00 pm  + Richard Kunkel by Doug and Pat Wiggam  

 

Sunday, May 24  The Ascension of the Lord  

 

No Mass livestreams on Sunday. The Sunday Mass will have 

been livestreamed and posted the night before.    

 +Lois McKeown by Tim and Aggie Smith      

 +Richard & Rose Mary Parisot by Mary Ann Parisot   

    People of the Parish 

*Please note time changes 

Readings for the week of May 17, 2020 
Monday: Acts 16:11-15/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 
9b [cf. 4a]/Jn 15:26—16:4a 
Tuesday: Acts 16:22-34/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8 
[7c]/Jn 16:5-11 
Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22—18:1/Ps 148:1-2, 11-12, 
13, 14/Jn 16:12-15 
Thursday: Acts 18:1-8/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [cf. 2b]/
Jn 16:16-20 
Friday: Acts 18:9-18/Ps 47:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [8a]/Jn 
16:20-23 
Saturday: Acts 18:23-28/Ps 47:2-3,8-10/Jn 16:23b-28 
Next Sunday: Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 
8-9 [6]/Eph 1:17-23/Mt 28:16-20 
7th Sunday of Easter: Acts 1:12-14/Ps 27:1, 4, 7-8 
[13]/1 Pt 4:13-16/Jn 17:1-11a 
Next Sunday: Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 
8-9 [6]/Eph 1:17-23/Mt 28:16-20 
7th Sunday of Easter: Acts 1:12-14/Ps 27:1, 4, 7-8 
[13]/1 Pt 4:13-16/Jn 17:1-11a 



Parish Staff 
Pastor   Fr Daniel Gifford      
            Email: 
stl.fr.gifford@gmail.com      
Deacon    John Murphy  
   Wk: 664-1155/Hm: 646-4723 
Trustees  Dan Legner 
   Mary Paula Schmitt 
Admin Assistant Paula Lough   
Business Manager Renee Toomey 
Director of Religious Education  Julia Mead 
  Email:  stl.juliamead@gmail.com 
Youth Coordinator  Caylee Kennedy 
        Email: stl.cayleekennedy@gmail.com 

  RCIA Coordinator  Susanna Prushinski 
  Email: 
stl.susannaprushinski@gmail.com 
 Maintenance Bill Uher 

Parish Office 

616 S Gosse Blvd., Princeton, IL 61356 
Office hours:  Currently Closed  Due to COVID-19 

    To continue to serve you, we are checking voicemail and 
emails daily  
 

Phone: (815) 879-0181  
E-mail: stlparishoffice@gmail.com 
Website: www.stlouisprinceton.org 

YouTube Channel: St Louis Parish in Princeton  
FaceBook Page: www.facebook.com/stlouisprinceton  

All are welcome to gather in prayer on the fourth Sunday 
of each month from 7
the intention of respect for the sacredness of all human 
life. 
this 

STEWARDSHIP 

Confession “Carfessional”  Schedule 
Church Parking Lot 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday  3-3:30 pm 
Saturday 2:30—3:30 pm 

Click Here to Watch Carfessional Video 

Church Monetary Support 
 through May 9, 2020 

(9 weeks of Public Mass Suspension) 
 

Amount Budgeted                   $  7,250  
Amount Received                                                $  5,951  
Amount Over/(Under)                               ($1,299) 
  
Fiscal period July 1, 2019 – June 30, 2020 
 Amount needed to date               $326,250           
Amount received to             $317,244  
Over/(Under) budget to date                        ($9,006) 

FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 

The Feast of Our Lady of Fatima, 
celebrated this past week on May 
13th, is significant for our parish’s 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd  
program, for under Her Patronage 
the Atria have been placed. On  
October 13, 2011, Our Lady of  
Fatima Atrium had its humble  
beginnings in the home of Julia 
Mead. Our Lady of  Fatima was 
chosen as Patroness, not only  
because the first atrium session took 
place on the other significant Fatima 
date—the day the Miracle of the 
Sun occurred—but also because of 
the significance that she appeared to 
three young children (who also  
happened to be shepherds!). These 
three visionaries were ages 7, 9 and 
10 years when Our Lady appeared them. Great spiritual  
realities were entrusted to them by Heaven, and they took 
upon themselves great sacrifices in response. Embracing the 
principle that even very young children are capable of great 
spiritual truths, a  deep, fruitful relationship with God, and 
capable of profound, prayerful responses is at the heart of 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd. 
 This year’s Feast of Our Lady of Fatima had another 
profound significance to consider: the first time for  
distribution and reception of Holy Communion after a nearly 
2-month privation! How fitting that this should occur on feast 
of apparitions of Our Lady of Fatima. Preceding the  
apparitions of our Lady to the children, an angel was sent to 
prepare them for these visions. On the third visit the children 
had from the angel, he brought them Holy Communion—
where they, like us, had the profound privilege—in a field, 
outside of Holy Mass—to receive Our Eucharistic Lord. It 
may be worthwhile to pray and ponder the prayer the angel 
taught the   children of Fatima prior to reception of Holy 
Communion: 

Most Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  
I adore You profoundly, and I offer you  

the most precious Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity  
of Jesus Christ, present in all the tabernacles of the world,  
in reparation for the outrages, sacrileges and indifference 

with which He Himself is offended.  
And through the infinite merits of His most Sacred Heart  

and the Immaculate Heart of Mary,  
I beg of You the conversion of poor sinners. Amen.  

Our Lady of Fatima, pray for us! 

Our Lady of Fatima in our   
parish’s atrium hallway. 

https://youtu.be/Q8azr9iwtc0


It's crazy that it's been 9 weeks since I 
was last able to meet with the youth or 
celebrate the Mass with our parish 
family. One thing I have been  
constantly amazed by is how I see the 
Lord working through all of this. It's 
easy to look at everything that has 
been cancelled or postponed and to be 
overwhelmed by despair. But, I have 
had many unique opportunities to walk 
with the youth through this challenging 
time and to continue to gather, even if 
it's virtually. They have helped me on 
multiple occasions to find hope and see 
God working in my life and theirs. 
Please continue to pray for the youth 
as they finish up their school year and 
for our ministry as we discern what we 
will be able to offer the youth this 
summer.  
 
I have had some questions regarding a 
few events that I want to update  
everyone on. Confirmation for our stu-
dents was supposed to take place 
March 15th at the Cathedral. However, 
that was postponed. The students will 
receive the Sacrament and Father Gifford and I are trying to work out the details of what that will look like. As 
for this summer, both Totus Tuus and our high school mission trip, Alive in You, have been cancelled. But 
please know that other opportunities are in the works to keep our youth and families involved with the faith 
and our parish family over the next few months!  
 
Please feel free to reach out to me if you have any questions and continue to check your emails and our parish 
and youth ministry social media accounts to stay in the loop about what is being offered for our youth! Thank 
you and God Bless!  
 
Sincerely,  
Caylee Kennedy 

YOUTH DISCIPLESHIP 

Thoughts of Saint John Paul II (Mulieris Dignitatem) ... 
Motherhood 18… Motherhood involves a special communion with the mystery of life, as it 
develops in the woman's womb. The mother is filled with wonder at this mystery of life, and 
"understands" with unique intuition what is happening inside her. In the light of the 
"beginning", the mother accepts and loves as a person the child she is carrying in her womb. 
This unique contact with the new human being developing within her gives rise to an atti-
tude towards human beings - not only towards her own child, but every human being - 
which profoundly marks the woman's personality. It is commonly thought that women are 
more capable than men of paying attention to another person, and that motherhood develops 
this predisposition even more. The man - even with all his sharing in parenthood - always 
remains "outside" the process of pregnancy and the baby's birth; in many ways he has to 
learn his own "fatherhood" from the mother. One can say that this is part of the normal  
human dimension of parenthood, including the stages that follow the birth of the baby,  
especially the initial period. The child's upbringing, taken as a whole, should include the 
contribution of both parents: the maternal and paternal contribution. In any event, the mother's contribution is decisive 
in laying the foundation for a new human personality. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


