
 

1st Sunday of Lent 
February 21, 2021 

Saint Louis Catholic Church  
Diocese of Peoria ~ Princeton, Illinois  



Dear parishioners, 
 

My dad always says, “Work smart, not hard.” He also 
always says, “I apologize on behalf of my generation for 
the Bee Gees.” The second saying I’ve never really under-
stood. But in light of the first one, I’ve invited Susanna 
Prushinksi, to take over my bulletin article this week and 
next. Susanna, along with Dcn. John Murphy, is one of 
the two “notary auditors” in our parish who help people 
who are seeking to annul their marriage. They are both 
incredibly compassionate and competent people who have 
helped many parishioners open the door to receiving the 
sacraments again. Perhaps you or someone you loved 
needs to look at the possibility of an annulment. Lent is a 
beautiful time to take some practical steps toward Jesus 
that we may have been putting off for a while. While both 
Susanna and Dcn. John are both pleasant people to talk to, 
perhaps the thought of reaching out to talk about a past 
marriage seems very painful. That’s completely under-
standable. But I encourage you to simply take the first 
step so that you can experience a deeper relationship with 
Jesus and healing from the past. Please read on to learn 
more about the process of seeking an annulment. I think 
you’ll be surprised. 

Through personal experience and conversations with oth-
ers over the past years, it is apparent that there are some 
misunderstandings regarding annulments, which are more 
accurately termed “Decree of Nullity”.  In this article, I 
won’t be able to address all the questions and concerns 
regarding annulments, but, hopefully, will be able to shed 
a little light and give encouragement to you who find 
yourself or another in a situation in which the question “Is 
this marriage valid?” needs to be answered in 
truth.  Note:  This article is only dealing with what is 
termed “Christian marriage”, even though the Church 
does recognize other marriages as “good and natural”. 

As we know, marriage is a holy institution and a sacred 
covenant between a man and woman, and God. It is a tre-
mendous gift from God, and it is a visible sign of His love 
and commitment to His people.  According to Canon 
Law, in order for a marriage to be valid and brought into 
existence, there are certain requirements:  At least one of 
the spouses is a baptized Catholic; the wedding must be 
celebrated in a Catholic church in the presence of a Cath-
olic bishop/priest/deacon and two other witnesses;  spous-
es must be free to be married, they must be psychological-
ly mature and capable of consenting to the marriage; and 
they must understand the nature of Catholic marriage 
(exclusive, permanent, and open to having children).  The 
bride and groom state their intention to marry by declar-
ing they are there freely and without reservation,  they 
will love and honor each other for the rest of their lives, 
and they will lovingly accept children from God and bring 
them up according to the law of Christ and His 

Church.  The couple then declares their consent before 
God and His Church by exchanging vows.  The Church 
holds the exchange of consent between the spouses to be 
the indispensable element that “makes the marriage.”  The 
Church teaches, as Jesus taught in the Gospel of Matthew 
19:9 that marriage is indissoluble, and that only death 
brings about the ending of a marriage.  

When a couple decides to civilly divorce, it must be un-
derstood that civil divorce does not in any way affect the 
sacramental nature of marriage - for man cannot put asun-
der that which God has joined together (cf. Matt 19:6).  A 
civil divorce allows for the couple to separate, to divide 
their possessions and agree on care of children.  Those 
who are divorced are still able to receive the sacraments, 
just as any other Catholic may receive the sacraments fol-
lowing the prescriptions of the Church.  After a civil di-
vorce one of the persons can petition the Church to have 
the marriage investigated (annulment process) to seek the 
truth of marriage validity.  In other words, are they bound 
by the vows of marriage or did the marriage bond not 
form at the time they spoke their vows due to some im-
pediment?    

In Church law any marriage that takes place is legally pre-
sumed to be a valid marriage.  This “favor of the law” is 
good for the stability of the community.  Though the law 
values truth above all else.  Thus, if there is a doubt re-
garding the validity of a marriage, then truth demands an 
investigation.  If evidence exists to corroborate the doubt, 
then the presumption of validity will yield to a declaration 
of nullity.   

A Decree of Nullity is an official proclamation by the 
Church’s Tribunal after an intensive investigation during 
which the Church has discovered that the marriage was 
not valid for specific reasons. This decree states that the 
couple is not and was not bound by a sacramental mar-
riage for the Church has determined that the marriage was 
not valid at the time that the vows were spoken.   It on-
ly states that, as a matter of objective canon law, what was 
believed to be a valid marriage in the eyes of the Church 
was not so.  

We will continue this article in next week’s bulletin. But 
for now, if you have questions or would like more infor-
mation, please contact Deacon John Murphy: 815-646-
4723 or 815-664-1155/JMurphy@aboutsmh.org or  
Susanna Prushinski 815-915-6960 
stl.susannaprushinski@gmail.com. Fr. Tim is always hap-
pily available to walk with parishioners through this pro-
cess as well. 

 

In Christ through Mary,  

Fr. Tim Hepner  

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER HEPNER 



Parish Staff 
                

Administrator  Fr Tim Hepner 
   stl.frtimothyhepner@gmail.com   
Deacon    John Murphy  
   Wk: 664-1155/Hm: 646-4723 
Trustees  Dan Legner 
   Mary Paula Schmitt 
Admin Assistant  Paula Lough   
Business Manager Renee Toomey 
RCIA Coordinator   Susanna Prushinski 
                stl.susannaprushinski@gmail.com 
Religious Ed Coordinator Rebekah Mead 
   stl.rebekahmead@gmail.com 
Project Coordinator/ Cathy Trowbridge 
Compliance Manager      stl.cathytrowbridge@gmail.com 
Janitorial   Frances Hanley 
Maintenance   Tim Hermeyer 
 

Parish Office 

616 S Gosse Blvd., Princeton, IL 61356 
Office hours:  Currently Closed  Due to COVID-19 

 To continue to serve you, we are checking voicemail and emails 
daily Monday thru Friday.  

 
Phone: (815) 879-0181  

E-mail: stlparishoffice@gmail.com 
Website: www.stlouisprinceton.org 

YouTube Channel: youtube.com/user/stlouisprinceton 
FaceBook Page: www.facebook.com/stlouisprinceton  

Mass Intentions 
 

 

Monday, February 22 The Chair of St. Peter the Apostle  

7 am   + Kathryn C. “Tatty” Monroe-McCauley  

     by Joel Dickinson  

 

Tuesday, February 23  St. Polycarp, Bishop and Marty  

4-5:00 pm  Holy Hour  

5:15 pm  + Joe Quagliano by John & Pat Bystry  

  

Wednesday, February 24 Weekday  

7:00 am  + Hank Donnelly by Michael & Doris Smith  

 

Thursday,  February 25  Our Lady of Lourdes  

4-5:00 pm  Holy Hour  

5:15 pm  + Jason Stocking by Joanne Stocking  

 

Friday, February 26  Weekday 

7 am   + Christine Kalil  

      by The Mermaids Swimming Group 

 

Saturday,  February 27  Vigil of  the  2nd Sunday of Lent  

4:00 pm   + Barbara Strunk by Tim & Julie Puhr  

 

Sunday, February 28  The Second Sunday of Lent  

7:30 am   People of the Parish  

9:30 am   + Mary Miller by Diane and Don Evans  

11:30 am             + John Ball by Mandy Robinson  

 

Readings for the week of February 21, 2020 

 
Sunday: Gn 9:8-15/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [cf. 10]/1 Pt 3:18-22/ 
Mk 1:12-15 
Monday: 1 Pt 5:1-4/Ps 23:1-3a, 4, 5, 6 [1]/Mt 16:13-19 
Tuesday: Is 55:10-11/Ps 34:4-5, 6-7, 16-17, 18-19 [18b]/Mt 6:7-15 
Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19 [19b]/Lk 11:29-32 
Thursday: Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25/Ps 138:1-2, 2cde-3, 7c-8 /Mt 7:7-12 
Friday: Ez 18:21-28/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-7a, 7bc-8 [3]/Mt 5:20-26 
Saturday: Dt 26:16-19/Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8 [1b]/Mt 5:43-48 
Next Sunday: Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18/Ps 116:10, 15, 16-17, 18-
19 [9]/Rom 8:31b-34/Mk 9:2-10 
 You can easily unsubscribe from messages at anytime, and it 

won’t hurt our feelings! 



ST. LOUIS SCHEDULE 

 
MASS SCHEDULE 

MON, WED, FRI    7:00 AM 
TUE , THR    5:15 PM 
SAT     4:00 PM 
SUN     7:30, 9:30, 11:30 AM 
 
(SAT 4 PM Live-streamed on FaceBook and broadcast  Sunday 
at noon on WZOE 1490 AM ) 
 
OUTDOOR DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

(AT ANDERSON ST ENTRANCE) 
SAT  5:00—5:15 PM 
SUN  10:30—10:45 AM 
 
RECONCILIATION 

(ST. JEROME ROOM) 
WED, FRI 3-3:30 PM  
TUE, THUR 4:30—5 PM  
SAT  3-3:45 PM 
 
 

HOLY HOUR 

TUE, THR 4:00 PM 
 
PRIVATE PRAYER 

Chapel is open for Private Prayer— same access code as  
before  - if you need the code please contact the parish office. 

Liturgical/Volunteer Roles 

 
4:00 pm:  Saturday, February 27 

Altar Servers  Gabby & Gretchen Carden 
Camera Operators Tim Daluga 
Lectors   Peacock family 
Sacristan  Mandy Robinson 
Ushers  Dave & Katie Lawrence 
Cleaners Bystry & Larsen Families 
 
7:30 am: Sunday, February 28 

Altar Server  Servers needed; please check in at Sacristy 
Lectors Rita Pacunas  
Sacristan   Lori Atilano 
Ushers  Gary Blessman & Dennis Thompson  
Cleaners Gary & Marcia Blessman, Pat Wiggim 
 

9:30 am: Sunday, February 28 

Altar Server  Chris Harmon & David Kunkel   
Camera Operators  Marty Makransky 
Lectors Steve Harmon 
Sacristan  Mary Beth Crowe 
Ushers   Thomas Giehl, Pat Mason  
Cleaners Quint Quiram, Jim Whitaker, Steve Bouslog 
 

11:30 am: Sunday, February 28 

Altar Server  Tim Daluga & Luke Smith 
Lectors  Loretta Volker 
Sacristan Linda Carter 
Ushers  Ken & Paula Lough 
Cleaners  Lough Family, Mary Beth Crowe     STEWARDSHIP 

    A Holy Hour for Life 
          Benediction, Rosary, and other Prayers 

All are welcome to gather in prayer on the fourth Sunday of 
each month from 6-7 pm in the Church for the intention of  
respect for the sacredness of all human life.   
 

Please join us Sunday,  February 28th 

Church Monetary Support 
Through February 14,  2021  

 
Amount Budgeted                                        $6,500.00 
Amount Received                                $4,731.00 
 
Amount Over/(Under)                                            ($1,769.00) 
 
Fiscal Period July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2021 
 Amount needed to date                              $214,500.00  
Amount Received to date:                                       $208,411.00  
Over/(Under) budget to date                                        ($6,089.00) 

End of Year Contribution Statements 

BY REQUEST ONLY, 2020 contribution statements are now 
available.  If you desire a statement to prepare your personal 
income tax return, please call or email the parish office, and 
one will be provided to you. Please indicate if you would like 
the statement mailed to your residence, or provided electroni-
cally via email. Note: contributions made to the Annual Dioce-
san Appeal (ADA) will receive separate statements directly 
from the Catholic Diocese of Peoria, in compliance with IRS 
requirements for charitable giving. The faithful sharing of your 
“treasure” is sincerely appreciated! 

Please remember to pray   
for Vocations to the  

Priesthood and Religious Life   
especially from St. Louis Parish!    

St. Therese,  Patroness of  Vocations, pray for us! 

F O O D  PA N T RY  W E E K E N D  
Next weekend, February 27 & 28, the Knights of Columbus will 
be collecting nonperishable food items and monetary donations 
for the Bureau County Food Pantry. While Lent has just started, 
the Pantry is looking to fill a great many Easter food baskets in 
just a few weeks. All the high need items are in short supply. 
Those are: breakfast cereal, peanut butter, mac & cheese, 
canned fruit, boxed potatoes and canned pasta, especially ravi-
oli. Monetary donations will be used to purchase hams. Thanks 
to all who continue to donate so generously each month.  



St. Louis 8th Graders and High Schoolers 
Each Wednesday at 7pm week we will have either adoration & 
games or a talk and small groups.  Come and meet in the church 
and we will go from there! If you'd like to be kept in the loop, 
text LOUISYOUTH to 84576. 

Outdoor Distribution of Communion 
If you would like updates on outdoor distribution of  com-
munion (cancellations or changes in instruction), please go 
to  stlouiscatholicchurch.flocknote.com/OutdoorCommunion to 
sign up for periodic text and email updates. As a reminder, 
we will happily distribute communion at the Anderson 
Street entrance after both 4pm Saturday Mass and 
9:30am Sunday Mass whenever possible. You may either 
come up to the entrance or remain in your car to receive. 

Tuesday - 4:30-4:50pm 
Wednesday - 7:30-8am, 3-3:30pm 

Thursday - 4:30-4:50pm 
Friday - 7:30-8am, 3-3:30pm, 5:30-6pm 

Saturday - 3-3:45pm 
Drive Up Confessions: Sunday March 7th 2-3pm;  

Friday March 12th 3:30-4:30pm 

Simplify: Spread-Out Parish Mission 
 

Like any difficult experience, this 
past year has taught us what is 
truly essential. This Lent, our 
parish mission will be spread 
over 3 weeks (one day a week) 
and bring us back to the basics. 
Put these dates and times in 
your calendar and join us either 
in person or over livestream:  
 
March 4th 6pm -  
One Thing Mission Night: Learn exactly how to give 1% of your 
day exclusive to God. Hear an inspiring talk on praying with 
scripture and commit to practice prayer with the rest of the 
parish 
 
March 12th 5pm - Stations as a Family: Come and experience 
Jesus' love for you in a profound new way through Way of the 
Cross led by the children of the parish. 
 
March 16th 5:15pm - Teaching Mass: Why do we sit, stand, 
kneel, and scratch our nose at mass? What is really going on? 
And how can I participate when church seems boring? Join us 
for a deep look into the awesome realities of the Holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass, and you will never experience it the same way 
again. 

CONFESSION SCHEDULE 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS                        
In  Person & St reamed L ive  

February 19—March 26  
Fr iday at  5pm 

Good Fr iday at  Noon  

See your faith from a new perspective.  

Experience the joy of working with children.  

Serve the Church.   
 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
is in need of a few volunteers to 
help with classes on Tuesdays 6-
7:30 PM, and Wednesdays 3:30-5 
and 6-7:30 PM. High schoolers in 
need of service hours are wel-
come. No prior experience with 
CGS is necessary - we will be hap-
py to train you! Please contact Rebekah Mead (815-303-
2330, stl.rebekahmead@gmail.com) if interested. 

Congratulations to the following couple celebrating their 25th Anniversary! 

Herbert and Marie Hoeffliger February 29, 1996 

 

Congratulations to the following couples celebrating 50 plus years! 

Linda & Jim Carter - February 21, 1970 

Alan & Gwen Hoening  - February 24, 1968 


