
   

 
 

Saint Louis Catholic Church 
Diocese of Peoria Princeton, Illinois  

 The Presentation of the Lord   
February 2, 2020 

 
Eucharistic Adoration is held in the 

Adoration Chapel at all times.    
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament/
Benediction Tuesdays, 8 am - noon in 

the Chapel; Mondays & Thursdays in the 
Church from 4 - 5 pm 

Mass Schedule  
Monday & Thursday 5:15 pm 

Tuesday, Wednesday,  
Friday 7:00 am 

Saturday Vigil 4:00 pm,  
Sunday 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 am 

Confessions 
Monday & Thursday   
from 4:30-5:00 pm  

Saturday 3:00-3:45 pm  
By appointment; please call the 

Parish Office. 

“The child’s father and mother were amazed  
at what was said about him…” -Luke 2 



Dear St. Louis Parishioners, 
We have a lot going on this weekend!  We begin with the blessing and first use of our brand new Marian vestment (front 

cover), at our Saturday Mass.  This vestment is to be worn on feasts of Mary, of which there are many, although most of them fall 
during the week, as well as celebrations in which Mary plays an important role, such as this great Feast of the Presentation of the 
Lord.  The vestment is a memorial donated in honor of our dearly beloved Dick DeBord, who was such an active member of our 
parish for so many years.  It is a blessing to have this physical reminder of the mystical reality that the whole Body of Christ, in 
heaven and on earth, are present with us in the Holy Eucharist.  This is part of the idea behind memorials.  Those funds donated as 
memorials for our loved ones do not go toward the ordinary operating costs of the parish, but rather to purchase things which  
contribute in some way to the liturgy or otherwise to the life of the parish.  In this way, the memorial becomes a way of  
remembering that they are still with us in a very real way in those significant moments in the life of the parish family, but  
especially in the Holy Eucharist.  Since their memory has inspired this donation, the thing itself is a reminder of all that they have 
contributed, and in a very real way still are contributing, to the life of the parish.  Especially for someone like Dick who  
contributed a great deal, it is most fitting to have this reminder with us at the altar on those special Marian days.   

At the end of the same Saturday Mass, we will have the annual blessing of candles, which is customary for the Feast of 
the Presentation.  This will be the third year in which we have included a special procession to Harkrader Hall, with the candles 
beautifully arranged in front of the Our Lady of Light tapestry.  It is a wonderful blessing that our repairs to the hall, after the flood 
just before Christmas, have concluded in time for us to continue this tradition.  We have been able to reopen Harkrader Hall and 
the Saint Jerome Room for about the past week and a half.  This means that the entire restoration was mostly completed within just 
barely over a month.  The only reason I say “mostly” is because a few of the individual items that were affected have yet to be  

replaced.  This might take a bit longer, but it will be done before too long.  Overall, this whole ordeal has turned out about as well 
as we could possibly have asked for, considering what happened.  The possibility of structural damage where the pipe burst turned 
out to not be an issue.  Carpet, brick and drywall, as well as the vinyl flooring in the hall, all dried well enough that there wasn’t a 
need to replace any of it.  And it wasn’t even that long that we were without our rooms.  Thanks be to God.  I have included a few 
pictures, so you can see how bad it was, in order to appreciate what a blessing it is to have things back in order!  

Finally, after each of the three Masses on Sunday, we are also holding the personal consecration to Jesus through Mary, 
which a number of our parishioners have been preparing for over the past thirty-three days.  It has been a beautiful experience!  
Although every Saturday morning during this time has had bad weather, which limited attendance of our group gatherings, still 
there was always even a small group of us!  Additionally, though, since most of the preparation is done individually, there was a 
much larger group who was united in prayer.  The spontaneous conversations throughout the week about how this experience has 
enriched people’s faith has been such a blessing.  I would certainly encourage others to consider doing it in the future, either  
individually or in a small group.  We may have another open-invitation parish-wide consecration again in the future one day.  But, 
no need to wait until then!                                    

PRAYERS FOR THOSE SEEKING HEALING: Meanwhile, next weekend (February 7-9) is another significant  
moment to keep on your calendars, as we will be offering prayers in our chapel for those attending the Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat, 
for healing after an abortion experience, next weekend (February 7-9).  Please consider signing up for a slot to offer prayers for 
those who are hurting, but are now approaching Our Lord’s Merciful Heart.  Offering a time of prayer for them is a very simple 
way to show them compassion.    

TUESDAY FOLLOW-UP: On a related note, thank you to all who came Tuesday night, to join us in prayer for the first 
“20/20 Vision” Holy Hour, our January Holy Hour for Life.  I want to especially thank Colleen and Steve Harmon for their  
assistance in planning for it and helping to lead the prayers.  I am grateful for their leadership with all of our monthly Holy Hours 
for the Unborn, which normally occur at 7 pm on the 4th Sunday of the month.  I want to extend an invitation and reminder to all 
to consider joining us every month for the important intention of praying for a greater respect for the dignity of all human life.    

KEEP EXPLORING: As we look forward to the next “20/20 Vision” Holy Hour, we will be meeting again to pray for 
the renewal of marriage on Tuesday, February 18th at 7pm.  The intentions of these first two holy hours - God’s plan for life and 
God’s plan for marriage and sexuality - are deeply intertwined, as are the threats against them.  I am very happy to announce that 
we will be able to offer an opportunity to learn more about how these matters are all connected.  A new documentary was recently 
released which portrays a personal journey of discovery about God’s plan for life, love and human sexuality.  As this journey of 
discovery unfolds, the glorious plan of God becomes more clear, in all of its richness and beauty.  At the same time, the depth of 
deception that is so commonplace in our society also becomes more clear.  There is so much that the average American is taught 
and has proposed to them as healthy, that is actually completely contrary to any real scientific or ethical view of the human person.  
There is still much to learn.  I invite all to consider joining us for a viewing of Sexual Revolution: 50 Years Since Humanae  
Vitae, on Thursday, February 27th at 6pm.  Light refreshments will be provided.  More information will be forthcoming about 
this, as the date draws nearer.         

In Christ through Mary, 
Fr. Gifford 

 

St. Louis, pray for us! 
Blessed Mary, Queen Mother of the King of Kings, pray for us! 



Other Sacramental Information 

Marriages ~ Call the parish office at least eight months    
before the wedding. 

Baptisms ~ Normally after 10:30 am Sunday Mass.        
Requires registration at St Louis Parish and participation 
in  baptismal preparation (held the third Thursday of every 
odd month). Please wait until after the preparation to 
choose Godparents. Call parish office for more  
information.  

Other Information 
Rosary 
   Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday after Mass 
   Monday and Thursday before Mass. 

If going out of town 
  Locate Mass Times by visiting: www.MassTimes.org 

Bulletin Announcements  
 Submitted to Parish Office no later than noon  
 on Tuesday for publication the following Sunday. 

Joining the Parish 
Please call the Parish Office for an appointment. 

Parish Staff 
Pastor   Fr Daniel Gifford      
            Email: stl.fr.gifford@gmail.com      
Deacon    John Murphy  
   Wk: 664-1155/Hm: 646-4723 
Trustees  Dan Legner 
   Mary Paula Schmitt 
Admin Assistant Paula Lough   
Business Manager Renee Toomey 
Director of Religious Education  Julia Mead 
  Email:  stl.juliamead@gmail.com 
Youth Coordinator  Caylee Kennedy 
        Email: stl.cayleekennedy@gmail.com 

  RCIA Coordinator  Susanna Prushinski 
  Email: stl.susannaprushinski@gmail.com 
 Maintenance Bill Uher 

Parish Office 

616 S Gosse Blvd., Princeton, IL 61356 
Office hours: Monday - Thursday ~ 8 am - 3 pm 

Friday ~ 8 am - noon 
Phone: (815) 879-0181  

 
E-mail: stlparishoffice@gmail.com 
Website: www.stlouisprinceton.org 

St Louis Parish’s Traveling Statue of Our Lady of Fatima 

Would you like to host Mary in your home?  The host family is asked to pray a daily Rosary, praying in  
particular for an increase in vocations to the Priesthood. If you would be interested in hosting, please sign up 
on the sheet on the information table in Harkrader Hall’s foyer.  

Church Monetary Support for the weekends of  
January 25/26 2020 

 
Weekly Budget                  $7,250.00 
Amount Received  $5,972.00 
Amount Over/(Under)                                           ($1,278.00) 
 
Fiscal period July 1, 2019— June 30, 2020 
Amount needed to date  $217,500.00 
Amount received to date   $225,634.45 
Over (Under) budget to date                                    $8,134.45   
 
Children’s Offering  
Total weekend                                        $18.00 
Fiscal year total                                                          $599.54 

STEWARDSHIP 

Readings for the week of February 2, 2020 

Sunday: Mal 3:1-4/Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10 [10b]/Heb 2:14-18/ 
Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22-32 
Monday: 2 Sm 15:13-14, 30; 16:5-13/Ps 3:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 /
Mk 5:1-20 
Tuesday: 2 Sm 18:9-10, 14b, 24-25a, 30—19:3/Ps 86:1-2, 
3-4, 5-6 [1a]/Mk 5:21-43 
Wednesday: 2 Sm 24:2, 9-17/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 6, 7 [cf. 5c]/Mk 
6:1-6 
Thursday: 1 Kgs 2:1-4, 10-12/1 Chr 29:10, 11ab, 11d-12a, 
12bcd [12b]/Mk 6:7-13  
Friday: Sir 47:2-11/Ps 18:31, 47 and 50, 51 [cf. 47b]/Mk 
6:14-29 
Saturday: 1 Kgs 3:4-13/Ps 119:9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 [12b]/
Mk 6:30-34 
Next Sunday: Is 58:7-10/Ps 112:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [4a]/1 Cor 
2:1-5/Mt 5:13-16 

 
Please remember to pray for Vocations to the 

Priesthood and Religious Life especially  
from  St. Louis Parish!    

 
St. Therese,  Patroness of  Vocations, pray for us! 

End of Year Contribution Statements 
End of year contribution statements are now available, UPON 
REQUEST ONLY. If you require a statement to prepare your 
personal income tax return, please call or email the parish  
office, and one will be provided to you. Please indicate if you 
would like the statement mailed to your residence, or provided  
electronically via email. Note: contributions made to the Annual 
Diocesan Appeal (ADA) will receive separate statements  
directly from the Catholic Diocese of Peoria, in compliance 
with IRS requirements for charitable giving. The faithful  
sharing of your “treasure” is vital to the parish, and sincerely 
appreciated! 

Rest In Peace  
Please pray for the repose of the soul of Mary “Joanne” 
Mensch and  for consolation for her family.   
Eternal Rest grant unto her O Lord, and let 

perpetual light shine upon her soul. 



LITURGY AND SACRAMENTS 

Mass Intentions 
Monday, February 3  St. Blaise, Bishop & Martyr 

         St. Ansgar, Bishop  

4:00 pm  Eucharistic Adoration 

5:15  pm + Karen Swanson 

Tuesday, February 4 Weekday   

 7:00 am         +Deb Funsfinn by Amie Neiman 

*9:00 am +James Predergast by Jim & Linda Carter 

Wednesday, February 5 St. Agatha, Virgin & Martyr 

7:00 am          +Tom Markransky 

Thursday, February 6  St. Paul Miki & Companions , Martyrs 

 4:00 pm  Eucharistic Adoration 

 5:15  pm + Joan Smith  by Colleen Sissel  

Friday, February 7 Weekday  

  7:00 am          +Pauline Arkels  

Saturday, February 8  Vigil of the 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 4:00 pm  + Esther Moloney  

  by Pam Hanson   

Sunday, February 9  5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 7:30 am           + Earl & Cecilia Hartwig  

      by Mary & Tom Murphy      

  9:00 am +Richard Kunkel by Amie Neiman    

10:30 am             People of the Parish   

* Liberty Village 

Liturgical Roles 
 

Daily Servers  For February 3-7, 2020  2-3 Ben Larsen,  
2-4 Brennan Roden, 2-5 David Kunkel, 2-6 Simeon  
Bystry, 2– 7 Daniel Mead 
 
4:00 pm:  Saturday, February 8 
 Servers  Kennedy, Nolan & Brinley Kloepping 
 Lectors  Mary Paula Schmitt, Sophia Oester 
 EMHC  Mandy Robinson, Irene Milligan 
 Sacristan  Susanna Prushinski 
 Ushers  John Brokaw, Joel Quiram, Ray Carrington 
 
7:30 am: Sunday,  February 9 
 Servers  Servers needed, please check in at Sacristy 
 Lectors Liz Dahlen, Beth Uher 
 EMHC  Rita Tracey, Charles Tiemann 
 Sacristan JoAnn Bowman  
 Ushers  Bill Uher, Tom Ballard, Tom Tracey 
 
9:00 am: Sunday,  February 9 
 Servers  Jessica Carlone, David Kunkel, Luke Smith 
 Lectors  Diane & Mario Carlone  
 EMHC  Mary Beth Crowe, Mary Harmon 
 Sacristan Quint Quiram  
 Cantor David Sims  
 Ushers Don Evans, Diane Evans, Tom Giehl 
 
 10:30 am: Sunday, February 9 
 Servers  Daniel Mead, Matthew & Andrew Peacock 
 Lectors  Peacock Family 
 EMHC  Mark Mead, Mandy Robinson 
 Sacristan Chris Romagnoli  
 Cantor Mary Kieffer   
 Ushers Andrew Sims, Patrick Mason, Jeff Ellis,  
             Hailee Pembleton                                                                                                                         
  
Home Ministry ~  Mary Beth Crowe, Mary Harmon 
 
Nursing Homes ~ Dave Boylan, Patty Daluga, Tim Smith, 
Rita Tracey, Chris Williams 

What’s Happening at St. Louis This Week 

Sunday, February 2 
Marian Consecration  after each Mass 
 
Monday, February 3 
Knights of Columbus Meeting 6:30 –7:30 pm 
 
Tuesday, February 4 
Eucharistic Adoration in the Chapel 8-noon  
CGS (Level One & Level Three) 3:30 - 5:00 pm 
CGS (Level One & Level Three) 6:00 - 7:30 pm 
First Year Confirmation Class 6:00 - 7:30 pm 
Glimmer of Comfort Grief Support Group 6 pm  at 121 Miles Court 
 
Wednesday, February 5 
CGS (Level One & Level Two) 3:30 - 5:00 pm   
CGS (Level Two)  6:00 - 7:30 pm 
Second Year Confirmation Class  6:00 - 7:30 pm 
 
Thursday, February 6 
CGS (Level Two)  3:30 - 5:00 pm 
 
Friday, February 7 
The Word of God Women’s Prayer Group  8:00 - 9:00 am    

Eucharistic Adoration will be held at St. 
Louis Parish ALL HOURS during the 
weekend of February 7-9, 2020, beginning 
at 7p.m. on Friday and ending at 7a.m. on 
Sunday.  This extended period of adoration 
will coincide with the Rachel’s Vineyard 
Retreat for healing after abortion that will be taking 
place during the same hours, at a separate location.  
Please consider spending an hour with our Lord in 
prayer asking for God’s healing graces for the men 
and women attending this retreat.  Sign-up sheets are 
available in the foyer of Harkrader Hall; please sign 
up early so that we can fill all the hours!  For more 
information call Pam Hanson at 815-915-3368. 

"Always treat everyone, especially 
the most needy, with the utmost 
gentleness and kindness."  
— Venerable Bruno Lanteri, OMV Founder  



FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP 

SERVICE & FELLOWSHIP 

ILLINOIS VALLEY CURSILLO ULTREYA  
FOR FEBRUARY, 2020 

 
Gathering for the February Ultreya will be Feb. 8, at St.  
Valentine's Catholic Church,  1109 Pulaski St., Peru, Illinois, 
(815) 223-0316, commencing with Mass at 4:00 p.m. conduct-
ed by Monsignor Richard Soseman.  No pot luck supper but 
finger food will be available as the Ultreya is conducted in the 
church annex.  All Cursillistas are encouraged to attend and 
bring a friend. Further information, if needed,  contact Lay 
Director Bill Dekowski at (815) 663-7188 or Loretta Volker, 
Publicity Chair at (815) 875-1330.  

YOUTH DISCIPLESHIP 

Jr. High Youth Ministry! Our next Jr. High Youth 
Ministry night will be this Sunday, February 9th 
from 5:30-7! If you are in 7th or 8th grade, you are 
welcome to attend! We'll have snacks, games, and 
opportunities to grow in your faith! We hope to see 
you there!  
 
High School Youth Ministry!   Due to the Super 
Bowl being this weekend, there will be no youth 
ministry gathering. We will resume on  

Sunday, February 9th 
from 7-8:30pm.   
 

We had a blast at our Youth Ministry Nerf Gun 
Fight last week!   

[Important Upcoming Dates 
 

 Next Parent Atria 

 February 11-13th ~ Parents plan to attend the last 
half hour of your child’s Atrium Session.  

 Holy Hour for Marriage 

 February 18th—7-8 pm ~ Spend some time with 
your beloved in prayer before the Lord, seeking grace 
to bless your marriage. 

 “Families—Be Who You Are!” 

 March 7th—9 am - Noon ~ Save the Date for a  
special Parents’ Day of Recollection hosted by St 
Louis Parish with special guest speaker, Kathleen 
Billings. More details coming soon! 

FOOD PANTRY UPDATE: In December, the Knights 
of Columbus collected 241 non perishable food items 
and $1,170 in monetary donations for the Bureau  
County Food Pantry. Last weekend we collected an ad-
ditional 167 items and $1,031. We have also re-
ceived  $500 in matching funds from the Knights of 
Columbus Supreme Council which we then donated to 
the Pantry as well. To date, St. Louis parishioners have 
now contributed 19,900 nonperishable food items and 
$105,848 in monetary donations since we started in Au-
gust of 2012. The Pantry staff and their many clients 
say Thank You! 

 

Children’s Mass  & Second Sunday 

All families of the parish are encouraged 
to attend the 10:30 am Children’s Mass on Sunday, 
February 9th. Pews toward the front will be  
reserved for families with young children. Please 
consider sitting in those pews. Father Gifford  
addresses his homilies at the children’s Masses to 
the children, and it would be helpful to have  
children there! ☺ Join fellow parishioners in the 
gym following the Mass for coffee & donuts and a 
chance for the children to play.   

The Parish greenhouse will again startup for the 2020 plant 
sale to take place early May. A planning/work  committee is 
being formed and will gather on Saturday, February 22 from 
10:30 -11:30 am at the parish office. Anyone  
interested in helping should attend this meeting or contact 
Cathy Trowbridge at 815-876-6952. No experience  
needed, just a desire to help!   

The Glimmer of Comfort Grief Support Group will meet on 
Tuesday, February 4 at 6 PM at 121 Mils Court,  
Princeton. This group is for all women who have lost  
children due to an illness, suicide, accident or miscarriage. The 
group always welcomes new guests. Shelley Gorenz, a  
professional counselor, facilitates the gatherings. For more  
information, call Jeanie Gelsomino at (815) 872-6571.  

“Spread love everywhere you go: first of all in your 
own home. Give love to your children, to your wife 
or husband, to a next door neighbor . . . Let no 
one ever come to you without leaving better and 
happier. Be the living expression of God's kind-
ness; kindness in your face, kindness in your eyes,  
kindness in your smile, kindness in your warm 
greeting.” - Saint Teresa of Calcutta  


