
  Saint Louis Catholic Church 
Diocese of Peoria ~ Princeton, Illinois 

September 13, 2020    

“None of us lives for oneself… 
we live for the Lord…” -Romans 14 



Dear St. Louis Parishioners, 
 In our Liturgy, we have been on a journey with St. 
Paul’s Letter to the Romans for several weeks now.  This week-
end, the Church calendar offers us one final passage from the 
later pages of the letter, in which we are reminded that we don’t 
live for ourselves, but for the Lord and for one another.  This is 
the calling for all of us and we do live it out in different ways.  
But it is important for us to remember that we are called to re-
main united and supportive of one another in each of our own 
efforts to live this out.  Part of how we live for another is by 
striving to be agents of unity by the humility we show toward 
one another, rather than allowing the enemy to sow division, 
which he will do every chance that he gets.  At a time when so 
many of the tragedies we have endured together as a society 
have driven us further away from one another, let us renew our 
commitment to look to the Lord and allow Him to strengthen 
our unity.  Let us seek to live for the Lord and for one another. 
Let us continue to Contemplate the Humility of Christ in Light 
of the Resurrection. 

 

ON HOLY COMMUNION: Just before last weekend 
began, we received another update from the bishop regarding 
the distribution of Holy Communion.  The short version is that 
a way was provided for the option of receiving Holy Commun-
ion on the tongue to be restored, but only under very specific 
circumstances, namely that those choosing this option wait to 
receive at the very end of the line and the priest diligently prac-
tices sanitization between each person.  The very subtle nature 
of this latest change (in that it is not much different than what 
was possible before) indicates that it is now time to speak a 
little more openly about this unfortunate situation regarding 
Holy Communion.  It is a very difficult thing, in our current 
situation, to simultaneously prioritize both reverence and safety.  
However, it is essential that we do not neglect either one for the 
sake of the other.  Inevitably, people will have different per-
spectives on how best to do this. As always, we must be re-
spectful of one another.  It is not the bishop’s wish or mine to 
single out any individuals within the community, especially not 
for their deep reverence for Holy Communion, which is a desire 
in the hearts of all believers.  Everyone must make their own 
decision (regarding things like receiving Holy Communion, just 
the same as attending Mass in person) in this strange time.  But, 
it is my hope that the fact that there are those who still choose to 
receive Holy Communion on the tongue, even when the con-
cerns for safety cause this practice to be more restricted, would 
be a reminder to all of us of the indispensable nature of rever-
ence.  This call to reverence includes things like remembering 
to never walk away with Jesus still in your hands (if anyone is 
uncomfortable with removing your mask for a brief moment 
while still at the altar rail, the second option is simply to take a 
single step to the side and receive Our Lord, while still at the 
front of the Church), as well as making sure that there are no 
particles of the Blessed Sacrament on our hands that might end 
up being discarded.  Furthermore, it is recommended that the 
mask be removed before placing one's hands out, so that both 
hands are totally free to receive Our Lord and transport Him to 
the mouth.  These details become the tangible expressions of 
reverence that help us appreciate the beauty and majesty of the 
gift we receive, which is nothing less than Christ Himself. 

 

PRAYING FOR 2020 VISION: This coming week, 
we will have our next 2020 Vision Holy Hour, in which we 
Contemplate the Humility of Christ, praying for a specific need 
as we bring that need to Jesus in a time of Adoration of Our 
Lord in the Blessed Sacrament.  The specific need for which we 

are praying this month is For Victims of All Forms of Abuse.  
We do not see the suffering that others carry around with them, 
but we must not be indifferent to this suffering.  On the Feast of 
Our Lady of Sorrows (Tuesday, September 15th), we will ask 
our Blessed Mother, who remained with Christ at the foot of the 
cross, to pray that our hearts may be filled with deep compas-
sion for our brothers and sisters in their pain.  I will elaborate 
more on this in next weekend’s bulletin.  Until then, please con-
sider joining us in prayer (either in person or via the livestream) 
this Tuesday at 7 PM in the Church.       

 

LOVE GOODNESS:  Even as we prepare for the next 

2020 Vision Holy Hour, the intention of last month still de-

serves a place in our prayer and reflection.  So, we continue our 

reading of some of the words of the U.S. Bishops’ pastoral let-

ter against racism (Open Wide Our Hearts: The Enduring Call 

to Love), considering the ‘Christian call for all of us in this 

country to “walk humbly with our God” so that, by his grace, 

racism will be eradicated’ inspired by Micah 6:8.  This week, 

we consider the bishops’ thoughts on “Love Goodness”: “As 

Christians, we know it is our duty to love others. St. Paul re-

minds us that we live by the Spirit, and the “fruit of the Spirit is 

love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 

gentleness, self-control” (Gal 5:22-23). We must be honest with 

ourselves. Each of us should examine our conscience and ask if 

these fruits are really present in our attitudes about race. Or, 

rather, do our attitudes reflect mistrust, impatience, anger, dis-

tress, discomfort, or rancor?  When we begin to separate people 

in our thoughts for unjust reasons, when we start to see some 

people as “them” and others as “us,” we fail to love. Yet love is 

at the heart of the Christian life. When approached and asked 

what is the greatest commandment, Jesus answered: “You shall 

love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, 

and with all your mind. This is the greatest and the first com-

mandment. The second is like it: You shall love your neighbor 

as yourself” (Mt 22:37-39). This command of love can never be 

simply “live and let others be.” The command of love requires 

us to make room for others in our hearts. It means that we are 

indeed our brother’s keeper (see Gn 4:9)... Christ heals all divi-

sions, including those that are at the core of racism. It is through 

his Cross that we learn the greatest lesson about love. On the 

Cross, Jesus died for the human race (see 2 Cor 5:15). “He is 

expiation for our sins, and not for our sins only but for those of 

the whole world” (1 Jn 2:2). Here is our hope! Here is the grace 

given to us to be healed of this sin of division! Here is the les-

son of love... It is the love of Christ that binds together the 

Church, and this love reaches out beyond the Church to all peo-

ples. This love also requires justice. “If we love others with 

charity,” as Pope Benedict XVI reminds us, “then first of all we 

are just toward them.” In this way, love “is an extraordinary 

force which leads people to opt for courageous and generous 

engagement in the field of justice and peace.” In doing so, we 

are also loving goodness.”  

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER GIFFORD 



Parish Staff 
Pastor   Fr Daniel Gifford      
            Email: stl.fr.gifford@gmail.com      
Deacon    John Murphy  
   Wk: 664-1155/Hm: 646-4723 
Trustees  Dan Legner 
   Mary Paula Schmitt 
Admin Assistant Paula Lough   
Business Manager Renee Toomey 
Director of Religious 
 Education    Julia Mead 
   stl.juliamead@gmail.com 

  RCIA Coordinator   Susanna Prushinski 
   stl.susannaprushinski@gmail.com 
Maintenance  Bill Uher 

Parish Office 

616 S Gosse Blvd., Princeton, IL 61356 
Office hours:  Currently Closed  Due to COVID-19 

    To continue to serve you, we are checking voicemail and 
emails daily. 

Phone: (815) 879-0181  
E-mail: stlparishoffice@gmail.com 
Website: www.stlouisprinceton.org 

YouTube Channel: St Louis Parish in Princeton  
FaceBook Page: www.facebook.com/stlouisprinceton  

Mass Intentions 
 

 

 

Monday, September 14 The Exaltation of the Holy Cross  Day  

4-5:00 pm    Holy Hour  

5:15 pm  +Jason Stocking by Joanne Stocking  

 

Tuesday, September 15 Our Lady of Sorrows   

7:00 am  + Jean & John Maller by Ann Maller  

 

Wednesday, September 16 Sts. Cornelius, Pope,  

                                           and Cyprian, Bishop, Martyrs  

7:00 am   Special Intention  

 

Thur, September  17  St. Robert Bellarmine,  

     Bishop and Doctor of the Church  

4-5:00 pm  Holy Hour  

5:15 pm  +Gary Coates  

 

Friday, September 18 Weekday  

7:00 am   +Stevie Puhr  

 

Saturday,  September 19 Vigil of  the 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

4:00 pm   + Zenaida Manalili by Rose Orteza  

 

Sunday, September 20 Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:30 am  +Mary Miller  

    by Bernetta Wood & June Wright  

9:30 am  +Robert Walter by Dave & Mary Hutchison  

11:30 am    People of the Parish   

Please remember to pray   
for Vocations to the  

Priesthood and Religious Life   
especially from St. Louis Parish!    

 
St. Therese,  Patroness of  Vocations, pray for us! 

 2020 ANNUAL DIOCESAN  

APPEAL (ADA) 
The Annual Diocesan Appeal, which has historically taken 
place in the spring, was yet another fundraising campaign 
forced to postpone due to the pandemic. Now that many 
parishioners have gratefully been able to gather safely as a 
faith community once again to celebrate Mass, Bishop Jenky 
has scheduled the official ADA kick off for the weekend 
of September 19/20, 2020. This year’s campaign will look a 
little different. There will be no pledge cards or literature in 
the pews, nor will there be a video played at Mass. Instead, 
this year’s campaign will be conducted entirely by mail, and 
parishioners will have the opportunity to view the video 
online in the comfort of their own homes. Please be on the 
lookout for a brochure mailed to you from the Diocese, 
which describes the many important needs this campaign 
will address. Also, over the next few weeks, you will see the 
Appeal being featured in the Bulletin, and on our Social Me-
dia. Finally, pledge cards will be mailed directly to you as 
you prayerfully consider the level at which you are able to 
support the needs of your Diocese during these challenging 
times. Let us continue to pray for relief for all those who 
have been so negatively impacted by this pandemic. 



ST. LOUIS SCHEDULE 
MASS SCHEDULE 

MON , THR    5:15 PM 
TUE, WED, FRI    7:00 AM 
SAT     4:00 PM 
SUN     7:30, 9:30, 11:30 AM 
 
(SAT 4 PM Live-streamed on FaceBook and broadcast on WZOE 
1490 AM ) 
 
OUTDOOR DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

(AT ANDERSON ST ENTRANCE) 
SAT  5:00 PM 
SUN  10:30 AM 
 
RECONCILIATION 

(ST. JEROME ROOM) 
MON, THR 4:30 PM 
TUE, WED 3:00 PM   
SAT  3:00 PM 
 
HOLY HOUR 

MON, THR 4:00 PM 
 
PRIVATE PRAYER 

(INSIDE CHURCH-OPEN TO ALL) 
MON, THUR 9-2:30 PM 
TUE, WED 9-1:30 PM; 3-8:00 PM 
FRI  9-1:30 PM 

Liturgical/Volunteer Roles 

 
4:00 pm:  Saturday, September 19 

 Lectors  Cathy Trowbridge 
 Sacristan Mandy Robinson 
 Greeters Dan & Cynthia Tracy    
 *Cleaners Bystry & Larsen Families 
 
 

7:30 am: Sunday, September 20 

 Lectors   Julie Hassler 
 Sacristan Lori Atilano 
 Greeters  Tom Ballard, Dennis Thompson  
 *Cleaners Gary & Marcia Blessman, Tim & Paula Anderson,  
                 Pat Wiggim  
 

9:30 am: Sunday, September 20 

 Lectors  Steve Harmon 
 Sacristan Peg Sandberg 
 Greeters  Dan Legner, Jim Whitaker, Quint Quiram   
 *Cleaners Quint Quiram, Jim Whitaker, Steve Bouslog 
                 
11:30 am: Sunday, September 20 

 Lectors    Patty Daluga 
 Sacristan  Linda Carter 
 Greeters   Bob Hartwig, Ken Lough, Andy Sims 
 *Cleaners  Lough Family, Mary Beth Crowe     
* If you are unable to fulfill your cleaning duties on a particular 
weekend , please call Tim Smith  815-503-9329  

Church Monetary Support 
 through September 6, 2020  

Amount Budgeted                                $   6,500 
Amount Received                                 $   8,320  
Amount Over/(Under)                                             $   1,820 
  
Fiscal Period July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2021 
  
Amount needed to date                        $ 65,000 
Amount Received to date:                     $ 64,959  
 Over/(Under)budget to date                                          $(   41.00)    

STEWARDSHIP 

Tuesday, September 15th  at 7 pm 

 For Victims of All Forms of Abuse 

SUPPORT FOR THE HOLY LAND 
The parishioners 
of St. Louis have 
always generously 
participated in the 
Good Friday col-
lection to support 
the Holy Land. 
Unfortunately, the 
worldwide collec-
tion this year occurred during a time when public Masses were 
suspended due to the pandemic. This has resulted in decreased 
support to the Christians living there, and care for the Holy Plac-
es. Pope Francis has therefore called for another opportunity for 
the faithful to participate in this collection beginning the week-
end of September 13th, in conjunction with the Feast of the 
Exaltation of the Holy Cross. To the St. Louis parishioners who 
have already turned in envelopes for this collection during the 
Easter season, we thank you, and desire to let you know we 
have already provided $781 in support of this campaign.  For 
those parishioners who missed the special collection earlier this 
year, you now have a second opportunity to participate. Please 
drop your contribution in the collection basket at Mass in an 
envelope marked “Holy Land,” or you may mail your contribu-
tion directly to the parish office if you so desire. If you would like 
more information about the works of the Franciscan friars in the 
Holy Land, please visit www.myfranciscan.org/good-friday/. 



FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP 

After a very long time off, we are so blessed to begin a 
new year of faith formation for our parish children, con-
tinuing to assist parents in forming Intentional Disciples of 
Jesus Christ in the heart of the Church! We will again have 
Atria sessions for children ages 3-12 years on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday, in addition to a special session 
designated for First Reconciliation/First Holy Communion 
on Wednesday evenings. Confirmation preparation clas-
ses for First and Second Year students will also take place 
on Wednesday evenings. Please keep these children, as 
well as those in formation at home, in your prayers - that 
they may hear and know Our Good Shepherd voice, as He 
calls them to Himself. 

YOUTH DISCIPLESHIP 

A Special Mass for Youth and Families 
 
Please join us for a  special Sunday Mass this Sunday,  
September 13th  at 6:30 pm. This will be for anyone go-
ing into grades 8th through 12th and their families. Plus,  
there will be an “after party” that both youth and their 
families can stay for afterwards.   

Thanks to our wonderful volunteers! 
So much of what is able to be accomplished in any parish 
is only made possible by the generosity of volunteers. St 
Louis Parish is certainly blessed in that way, particularly 
in the people who have stepped up to help with forming 
our children in the faith. May we all show our gratitude 
for their willingness to share much time and talent! 
In Catechesis of the Good Shepherd we have: Cathy 
Trowbridge, Bethany Brigham, Julie Puhr, Pam Hanson, 
Katie Lawrence, Rebekah Mead, and Lydia Mead. Rebek-
ah Mead will also be teaching our 2nd Year Confirmation 
students with the assistance of Peg Sandberg. We are 
also blessed with a wonderful core group for Youth Min-
istry - Rachel Bystry, Mary Beth Crowe, Katie & Dave 
Lawrence, Paula Lough, Susanna Prushinski, Aggie & Tim 
Smith, Milo Bystry, Jacob Quiram, and Macie Jansen.  
 

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd  &  

Confirmation Prep Starts this week! 

O U R  T A B L E 

Our Table participation has been on hold, because of the  
Pandemic and will remain on hold until things improve. The Our 
Table board has met to address the problem with patrons who 
have struggled with receiving food or meals during these diffi-
cult times. The Board has asked each participating Church that 
helps provide meals, for help. The board has requested a mon-
etary donation that would provide food for those in need. They 
hope to distribute this help in October. Members of St. Louis 
have graciously helped with meals for Our Table and for those 
in need... we are asking for a donation after all Masses, Sep-
tember 19/20. If you have any questions, please call Linda 
McCabe 815-875-2539.  

MEN’S STUDY GROUP 
Meets in the St. Aloysius Room, (except when the 
Knights meet) at 6 pm on Monday evenings. Hope 
you can join us! 

Belonging—Baptism Preparation 

If you are seeking baptism for 
your child, please contact Julia 
Mead for information regarding 
baptism preparation. 


