
 

Saint Louis Catholic Church 
Diocese of Peoria ~ Princeton, Illinois 

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
September 20, 2020    

“The Lord is near to all  
who call upon him.” -Psalm 145 



Dear St. Louis Parishioners, 
 The needs weighing upon us are indeed many.  Just to 
begin with, I speak of the fact that we have two “2020 Vision” 
intentions to address, as we conclude the series of selections 
from the pastoral letter against racism and also reflect further on 
the need for which last week’s 2020 Vision Holy Hour was of-
fered, namely for victims of all forms of abuse.  Those reflec-
tions can be found below.   

In addition, I now have a great deal more on my mind, 
as I announced last weekend that the Lord has called me to 
move on from serving as pastor of Saint Louis Parish, in order 
to take on a new mission at Saint Malachy Parish in Geneseo.  
There is so much to be said.  First of all, let me state the obvi-
ous.  I am going to miss you all terribly.  It is indeed difficult 
for me to suddenly leave you all, as you have earned such a 
monumental place in my heart.  Furthermore, I know this year 
has been difficult on everyone.   Yet, each time I have thought 
of the crosses you all carry so valiantly with the Lord, He has 
filled me with an immediate confidence that you will be well 
taken care of.  The Lord has always been your Good Shepherd 
and He never will abandon you.  I hope that I was evidence of 
that fact for the past three years.  And if in any way I let you 
down or failed to witness to the goodness and love of God to-
ward you, please know that I am deeply sorry.  You are most 
fortunate to have been sent an excellent shepherd in your new 
administrator, Fr. Tim Hepner.  And I trust you will embrace 
him with open arms and soon be thanking God for him.  If you 
think of it, I would most certainly welcome your prayers for me, 
as I begin to meet the needs of my new parish.  May they also 
know of the providential faithfulness of the God who loves us 
all perfectly.  And as I’ve closed many bulletin articles this 
year… Let us continue to Contemplate the Humility of Christ in 
Light of the Resurrection. 

 

OUR LADY OF SORROWS, MOTHER OF ALL 
THE HURTING: This past Tuesday, we honored a beautiful 
feast day: Our Lady of Sorrows.  I am very grateful to have 
commemorated this feast day by spending a holy hour with 
many of our parishes praying for victims of all forms of abuse.  
As I said upon announcing it, “this September Holy Hour en-
compasses many forms of abuse, ranging from physical, emo-
tional, or psychological abuse within a family, sexual abuse, 
clergy abuse, police brutality against all persons, and more.  
Even writing such a list feels a bit like contemplating the lashes 
upon the back of Our Blessed Lord, so it is fitting that we pray 
with His Mother, who grieves with all who suffer such injustice.  
Together with Our Lady of Sorrows, we (prayed) for the vic-
tims and also for an end to all such atrocities.  Let us continue 
to humble ourselves before God, as our hearts are heavy with 
many needs.”  Thank you to all who attended in person or via 
livestream.  May we continue to pray for all who are hurting, 
that they may know the consolation of Jesus Christ Crucified 
and the compassionate maternal love of Our Lady of Sorrows.         

 

WALK HUMBLY WITH GOD:  Finally, we con-

clude our reading of some of the words of the U.S. Bishops’ 

pastoral letter against racism (Open Wide Our Hearts: The En-

during Call to Love), especially the ‘Christian call for all of us 

in this country to “walk humbly with our God” so that, by his 

grace, racism will be eradicated’ inspired by Micah 6:8.  Final-

ly, we consider the bishops’ thoughts on “Walk Humbly with 

God”: “To press forward without fear means ‘to walk humbly 

with God’ in rebuilding our relationships, healing our commu-

nities, and working to shape our policies and institutions toward 

the good of all, as missionary disciples. Evangelization, which 

is the work of the Church, “means not only preaching but wit-

nessing; not only conversion but renewal; not only entry into 

the community but the building up of the community.” Racism 

is a moral problem that requires a moral remedy—a transfor-

mation of the human heart—that impels us to act. The power of 

this type of transformation will be a strong catalyst in eliminat-

ing those injustices that impinge on human dignity. As Chris-

tians, we know this to be true, for with “God all things are pos-

sible” (Mt 19:26). It is the Lord who, by his grace, forgives and 

restores us to these relationships and heals the wounds between 

us. After all, the aim of salvation history is reconciliation and 

entering the heavenly Jerusalem, a communion of all peoples 

and all nations.  To press forward without fear also means coop-

erating with God’s grace by taking direct and deliberate steps 

for change. It means opening doorways where once only walls 

stood... Only from a place of humility can we look honestly at 

past failures, ask for forgiveness, and move toward healing and 

reconciliation. This requires us to acknowledge sinful deeds and 

thoughts, and to ask for forgiveness… Therefore we, the Catho-

lic bishops in the United States, acknowledge the many times 

when the Church has failed to live as Christ taught—to love our 

brothers and sisters... We express deep sorrow and regret for 

them. We also acknowledge those instances when we have not 

done enough or stood by silently when grave acts of injustice 

were committed. We ask for forgiveness from all who have 

been harmed by these sins committed in the past or in the pre-

sent... “To walk humbly with God” requires even more. We 

know that we do not have all the answers, but a missionary dis-

ciple is one who willingly meets every problem and every sinful 

attitude with the confidence that comes from a deep love of 

Jesus... To work at ending racism, we need to engage the world 

and encounter others—to see, maybe for the first time, those 

who are on the peripheries of our own limited view. Knowing 

that the Lord has taken the divine initiative by loving us first, 

we can boldly go forward, reaching out to others… Almost thir-

ty years ago, St. John Paul II reminded us just what is at stake. 

Each person “is called to a fullness of life which far exceeds the 

dimensions of his earthly existence, because it consists in shar-

ing the very life of God. The loftiness of this supernatural voca-

tion reveals the greatness and the inestimable value of human 

life.” We are all called to that great life, to the communion of 

heaven where “a great multitude, which no one could count, 

from every nation, race, people, and tongue [stand] before the 

throne and before the Lamb” (Rev 7:9). That Lamb, Christ, 

showed us that the very life of God is love, and love requires 

something of each of us… We end by adopting the words of St. 

Paul: Brothers and sisters, “be on your guard, stand firm in the 

faith, be courageous, be strong. Your every act should be done 

with love” (1 Cor 16:13-14).”  

 

In Christ through Mary,  

Fr. Gifford 

 

St. Louis, pray for us! 

Blessed Mary, Queen Mother of the King of Kings, 

pray for us! 

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER GIFFORD 



Parish Staff 
Outgoing Pastor Fr Daniel Gifford      
            Email: stl.fr.gifford@gmail.com      
Administrator  Fr Tim Hepner 
 
Deacon    John Murphy  
   Wk: 664-1155/Hm: 646-4723 
Trustees  Dan Legner 
   Mary Paula Schmitt 
Admin Assistant Paula Lough   
Business Manager Renee Toomey 
Director of Religious 
 Education    Julia Mead 
   stl.juliamead@gmail.com 

  RCIA Coordinator   Susanna Prushinski 
   stl.susannaprushinski@gmail.com 
Maintenance  Bill Uher 

Parish Office 

616 S Gosse Blvd., Princeton, IL 61356 
Office hours:  Currently Closed  Due to COVID-19 

    To continue to serve you, we are checking voicemail and 
emails daily. 

Phone: (815) 879-0181  
E-mail: stlparishoffice@gmail.com 
Website: www.stlouisprinceton.org 

YouTube Channel: St Louis Parish in Princeton  
FaceBook Page: www.facebook.com/stlouisprinceton  

Mass Intentions 
 

 

 

Monday, September 21 St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist  

4-5:00 pm    Holy Hour  

5:15 pm  +Gerald Sullivan by Amie Neiman  

 

Tuesday, September 22 Weekday   

7:00 am  + Marjorie Ann DeBord by Dick DeBord  

 

Wednesday, September 23 St. Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest 

7:00 am   +James Prendergast  

 

Thur, September  24  Weekday 

4-5:00 pm  Holy Hour  

5:15 pm  +Joan Smith by Les & Beth Saal  

 

Friday, September 25 Weekday  

7:00 am   +Deb Funfsinn by Bill & Janet Politsch  

 

Saturday,  September 26 Vigil of  the 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

4:00 pm   + Joe DeBrock   

 

Sunday, September 27 Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:30 am  People of the Parish 

9:30 am  +Duane Quiram  

11:30 am  +Bonnie Schutt by Linda Mahnesmith    

   

FAREWELL, FATHER GIFFORD 
 “I will give you shepherds after my own heart, who 
will feed you with knowledge and understanding 
(Jeremiah 3:15).”  
 

The parishioners of St. 
Louis certainly found 
this promise to be true, 
in the assignment of 
Father Gifford to 
Princeton in 2017.  
Father Gifford arrived, 
as he is departing, in a 
time of great challenge 
and difficulty for the 
people of the parish. During his three years with us, 
he pressed forward without fear every day seeking 
to heal division, cultivate talents and renew the 
foundation of our parish family. Under Father 
Gifford’s tending, the parish experienced a new  
vitality which will remain as his legacy long after the 
Lord has called him to tend to a new flock in Gene-
seo. We will always remember and appreciate how 
faithfully he accompanied us during his time here. 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you, Father Gifford! 
Your grateful friends at St. Louis Parish 



ST. LOUIS SCHEDULE 
MASS SCHEDULE 

MON , THR    5:15 PM 
TUE, WED, FRI    7:00 AM 
SAT     4:00 PM 
SUN     7:30, 9:30, 11:30 AM 
 
(SAT 4 PM Live-streamed on FaceBook and broadcast on WZOE 
1490 AM ) 
 
OUTDOOR DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

(AT ANDERSON ST ENTRANCE) 
SAT  5:00 PM 
SUN  10:30 AM 
 
RECONCILIATION 

(ST. JEROME ROOM) 
MON, THR 4:30 PM 
TUE, WED 3:00 PM   
SAT  3:00 PM 
 
HOLY HOUR 

MON, THR 4:00 PM 
 
PRIVATE PRAYER 

(INSIDE CHURCH-OPEN TO ALL) 
MON, THUR 9-2:30 PM 
TUE, WED 9-1:30 PM; 3-8:00 PM 
FRI  9-1:30 PM 

Liturgical/Volunteer Roles 

 
4:00 pm:  Saturday, September 26 

 Lectors  Peacock Family 
 Sacristan Mandy Robinson 
 Greeters TBD    
 *Cleaners Bystry & Larsen Families 
 
 

7:30 am: Sunday, September 27 

 Lectors   Luke Atilano 
 Sacristan Joann Bowman 
 Greeters  Tom Ballard, Dennis Thompson  
 *Cleaners Gary & Marcia Blessman, Tim & Paula Anderson,  
                 Pat Wiggim  
 

9:30 am: Sunday, September 27 

 Lectors  Katie Lawrence 
 Sacristan Quint Quiram 
 Greeters  Dan Legner, Jim Whitaker, Quint Quiram   
 *Cleaners Quint Quiram, Jim Whitaker, Steve Bouslog 
                 
11:30 am: Sunday, September 27 

 Lectors    David Roden 
 Sacristan  Tim Smith 
 Greeters   Bob Hartwig, Ken Lough, Andy Sims 
 *Cleaners  Lough Family, Mary Beth Crowe     
* If you are unable to fulfill your cleaning duties on a particular 
weekend , please call Tim Smith  815-503-9329  

Church Monetary Support 
 through September 13, 2020  

Amount Budgeted                                $   6,500 
Amount Received                                 $   5,371  
Amount Over/(Under)                                               $ (1,129.00)  
  
Fiscal Period July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2021 
  
Amount needed to date                           $   71,500.00  
Amount Received to date:                                    $   70,330.00  
 Over/(Under)budget to date                                   $ ( 1,170.00 )    

STEWARDSHIP A Holy Hour for Life 
Benediction, Rosary, and other Prayers 

 

All are welcome to gather in prayer on the 
fourth Sunday of each month from 7-8 pm in 

the Church for the intention of respect for the 
sacredness of all human life.  

 
Please join us  Sunday,  September  27th 

2020 ANNUAL DIOCESAN  

APPEAL (ADA) 
 

By now, you should have received a brochure from the Office 
of Development and Stewardship at the Diocese, promoting 
its 2020 Annual Diocesan Appeal. You are invited to view the 
companion video online at www.cdop.org/ada2020 as we 
begin to kickoff this year’s delayed campaign. Be on the look-
out for your pledge cards to arrive in the mail in the next few 
weeks, as we continue to share the many ministries this fund-
raiser makes possible. 

Please remember to pray   
for Vocations to the  

Priesthood and Religious Life   
especially from St. Louis Parish!    

St. Therese,  Patroness of  Vocations, pray for us! 



FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP 

And we're off...and to a great start! After 6 months away, last week 
brought a return to Atria sessions and Confirmation classes. Though 
there are many necessary adjustments to how we do things this year, 
the essence of it all remains the same - to bring these children and 
their families to Jesus in the heart of the Church. We offer classes for 
First Year and Second Year Confirmation preparation on Wednesday 
evenings and  seven sessions of atria for children ages 3-12 years on 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday (depending on age). Some ses-
sions are full, but there are still some openings in each of the three 
levels. If you are interested in enrolling your child or grandchild, 
please contact Julia Mead for more information.  

YOUTH DISCIPLESHIP 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd  & Confirmation Prep  

OUR TABLE 
 

Donations for Our Table are being collected after each Mass 
this weekend. If you are currently attending Mass online, but 
want to make a donation to Our Table, please con-
tact Linda McCabe 815-875-2539. Donations will be accepted 
until September 28. Thank you for all your help providing 
meals/food for Our Table.  

Belonging—Baptism Preparation 

 
If you are seeking baptism for 
your child, please contact Julia 
Mead for information regard-
ing baptism preparation. 

FOOD PANTRY WEEKEND  

 
Next weekend, September 26 & 27, the Knights of Colum-
bus will be collecting nonperishable food items and mon-
etary donations for the Bureau County Food Pantry. The 
Pantry especially needs breakfast cereal, canned pasta 
(particularly ravioli), canned fruit, vegetable soup and 
peanut butter. It's not too early to think about getting the 
shelves filled before Thanksgiving! 

Father Gifford and Father Tim Hepner with some of 
our teens at a St. Louis Youth Ministry event a couple 
of years ago using Fr. Hepner’s drone.  

    First arrivals for Atria sessions being greeted by Fr. Gifford 


