


Dear St. Louis Parishioners, 
 Consider these words of Saint John Paul II, written 
to the Church in America, which I read in the July 2020 Vi-
sion Holy Hour for Greater Unity in Pursuit of the Common 
Good in our Nation: “Rejoicing in the faith received and 
praising Christ for this immense gift, the Church in America 
(is) deeply aware of Christ's desire to meet the inhabitants of 
the so-called New World so that, gathering them into his 
Church, He might be present in the continent's history… 
Now, no less than in the past, the words of the Apostle echo 
in their hearts: “If I preach the Gospel, I have no reason to 
boast. It is my duty: woe to me if I do not preach the Gos-
pel!” (1 Cor 9:16). This duty is founded on the Risen Lord's 
command to the Apostles before he ascended into heaven: 
“Preach the Gospel to all creation” (Mk 16:15).  This com-
mand applies to the whole Church; and, in this moment of 
her history, the Church in America is called to take it up and 
respond with loving generosity to the fundamental task of 
evangelization... The Gospels tell of Jesus encountering peo-
ple in very diverse situations. At times these are situations of 
sin, which show the need for conversion and the Lord's for-
giveness. At other moments we find people searching for the 
truth and genuinely trusting in Jesus — positive attitudes 
which help to establish a friendship with him and awaken the 
desire to imitate him. Nor can we forget the gifts with which 
the Lord prepares some people for a later encounter. Thus, 
by making Mary “full of grace” (Lk 1:28) from the very be-
ginning, God prepared her for the realization in her of God's 
supreme encounter with human nature: the ineffable mystery 
of the Incarnation. Like the social virtues, sins do not exist in 
the abstract, but are the consequence of personal acts. 
Hence it is necessary to bear in mind that America today is a 
complex reality, the result of the attitudes and actions of the 
men and women who live there. It is in this real and concrete 
situation that they must encounter Jesus.”  I will share more 
of this next week.  But, if we consider this, even noting the 
fact that he was addressing the Church of the Americas (not 
strictly of the U.S.) just over twenty years ago, still when he 
speaks directly into “this moment of (the Church in Ameri-
ca’s) history” there is a kind of power that gives me confi-
dence in claiming that the Successor of Saint Peter is speak-
ing to you and I in this moment of our history, just as much 
as to the original audience.  It is in the concrete reality of the 
present moment, with all of its complexity that should not be 
oversimplified by stereotypes and sweeping generalizations, 
that we must both meet Jesus Christ and invite others to meet 
Him as well.  We cannot fix all the problems we see around 
us.  And neither should we act as if these challenges define 
us.  But, acknowledging the realities that we cannot avoid, 
we should notice that here in the midst of these concrete re-
alities, we hold in our hands and in our hearts Good News 
that must be shared.  God has uniquely prepared and 
equipped each of us with specific gifts and experiences that 
provide a particular perspective that will assist us in making 
this Good News concrete, real and relatable to those He has 
placed in our lives.  It is no one’s job but our own to carry 
the Good News into a world that is desperately looking for 
it!  Will we share it?   

 

NEWLY CONFIRMED: Friends, by the end of 
this coming week, all of this year’s class will be newly con-
firmed.  The amazing thing about this, in light of the reflec-

tion above, is that the purpose of this sacrament is nothing 
less than to empower them with the Seal of the Holy Spirit to 
carry the Good News of Jesus Christ to their peers.  We have 
talked with them extensively about how this is not a task that 
can wait until they are older.  They are receiving the grace to 
do it now and it’s time to roll up our sleeves and get to work!  
You may be aware of some of the challenges our young peo-
ple face, which are how the Lord’s warning that we are sent 
out as sheep amidst wolves becomes real and tangible for 
them.  But, you may also be aware of the incredible HOPE 
that a young person who is alive with the Love and Truth of 
Jesus Christ provides to the world, the marvelous light that 
they are capable of shining in the darkness!  Would you take 
some time this week to pray for our newly confirmed young 
people?  They are awesome and we wish to show them our 
support.  If you know one or more of them, would you also 
consider offering them, along with your congratulations, 
your encouragement and support?  Perhaps you can remind 
them - and they just may remind you in the process - some-
thing we all need to remember: We are not alone out there. 

 

TWO THURSDAYS RESCHEDULED: With 
Confirmation behind us, we next have First Communion 
(more on that next week) to look forward to next Thursday.  
Meanwhile, this Thursday, our Diocese has something spe-
cial to celebrate.  There has been so much else to focus on 
that it seems like a long time ago that the unexpected news 
was announced that Pope Francis has appointed a coadjutor 
bishop for the Diocese of Peoria.  Rev. Louis Tylka was ap-
pointed back in early May to be ordained and consecrated as 
a bishop to first assist Bishop Daniel Jenky in the admin-
istration of our own Diocese of Peoria and eventually suc-
ceed him, when he reaches the age of retirement.  This 
Thursday, I will be travelling to Peoria for the ordination and 
consecration.  Please keep Bishop-Elect Tylka in your pray-
ers, as well as the priests and people of the Diocese of Peo-
ria.  With these two events on consecutive Thursdays, please 
be aware that some one-time adjustments to our schedule 
will be necessary.  Both this Thursday (July 23rd) and next 
(July 30th), our daily Mass will be moved to 7 AM and the 
afternoon Holy Hour and Confessions will be cancelled.  I 
apologize for any inconvenience.  Also, be aware that on 
next Thursday, July 30th, the afternoon Private Prayer ses-
sion will be cancelled, to keep the church cleaned and ready 
for First Communion.        
 

        
In Christ through Mary, 

Fr. Gifford 
 

St. Louis, pray for us! 
Blessed Mary, Queen Mother of the King of Kings, pray for us! 

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER GIFFORD 



Parish Staff 
 

Pastor   Fr Daniel Gifford      
            Email: stl.fr.gifford@gmail.com      
Deacon    John Murphy  
   Wk: 664-1155/Hm: 646-4723 
Trustees  Dan Legner 
   Mary Paula Schmitt 
Admin Assistant Paula Lough   
Business Manager Renee Toomey 
Director of Religious 
 Education    Julia Mead 
   stl.juliamead@gmail.com 
Youth Coordinator   Caylee Kennedy 
         stl.cayleekennedy@gmail.com 

  RCIA Coordinator   Susanna Prushinski 
   stl.susannaprushinski@gmail.com 
 Maintenance  Bill Uher 

 

Parish Office 

616 S Gosse Blvd., Princeton, IL 61356 
Office hours:  Currently Closed  Due to COVID-19 

    To continue to serve you, we are checking voicemail and 
emails daily  

 
Phone: (815) 879-0181  

E-mail: stlparishoffice@gmail.com 
Website: www.stlouisprinceton.org 

YouTube Channel: St Louis Parish in Princeton  
FaceBook Page: www.facebook.com/stlouisprinceton  

Mass Intentions 
 

Monday, July 20 St. Apollinaris, Bishop and Martyr  

4-5:00 pm  Holy Hour  

5:15 pm  +Gene Stocking by Joanne Stocking  

 

Tuesday, July 21  St. Lawrence of Brindisi, Priest and  

      Doctor of the Church   

7:00 am  + Mary Miller  

  by Bernetta Wood & Linda Carter  

 

Wednesday, July 22 St. Mary Magdalene  

7:00 am  + Leo Moloney  

 

Thursday, July 23   St. Bridget, Religious  

*7:00  am    +Richard Kunkel  

  by Mike & Mary Jo Gustafson  

 

Friday, July 24  St. Sharbel Makhlūf, Pries  

7:00 am  +Jean & John Maller by Ann Mallor  

 

Saturday,  July 25   Vigil of  the 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

4:00 pm   + Special Intention  

 

Sunday, July 26 Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:30 am  + Deb Funfsinn by Bill & Janet Politsch 

9:30 am     People of the Parish 

11:30 am  + Dan Moloney  

*Time change for Thursday Mass; No Holy Hour or Confession  



ST. LOUIS SCHEDULE 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 

MON      5:15 PM 
TUE, WED, *THR, FRI   7:00 AM 
SAT     4:00 PM 
SUN     7:30, 9:30, 11:30 AM 
 
(SAT 4 PM Live-streamed on FaceBook and broadcast on WZOE 
1490 AM ) 
 
*Thursday Mass— Changed to 7 am for July 23rd & July 30th.  
 
OUTDOOR DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

(AT ANDERSON ST ENTRANCE) 
SAT  5:00 PM 
SUN  10:30 AM 
 

 
RECONCILIATION 

(ST. JEROME ROOM) 
MON, *THR 4:30 PM 
TUE, WED 3:00 PM  
SAT  3:00 PM 
*Thursday Reconciliation Cancelled for July 23rd & July 30th 
 
HOLY HOUR 

MON, *THR 4:00 PM 
*Thursday Holy Hour Cancelled for July 23rd & July 30th 
 
PRIVATE PRAYER 

(INSIDE CHURCH-OPEN TO ALL) 
MON, THUR 9-2:30 PM 
TUE, WED 9-1:30 PM; 3-8:00 PM 
FRI  9-1:30 PM 
 
 

Let us continue to Contemplate the  
Humility of Christ in Light  

of the Resurrection. 

Liturgical/Volunteer Roles 
 

4:00 pm:  Saturday, July 25 

 Lectors  Peacock Family 
 Sacristan Mandy Robinson 
 Greeters John Brokaw, Joel Quiram, Gene Menard    
 Cleaners Mike Smith 
 
 

7:30 am: Sunday, July 26 

 Lectors   Mary Paula Schmitt 
 Sacristan Joann Bowman 
 Greeters  Bill Uher, Tom Ballard, Dennis Thompson  
 Cleaners Gary & Marcia Blessman, Tim & Paula Anderson,  
                 Pat Wiggim  
 

9:30 am: Sunday, July 26 

 Lectors    Steve Bouslog 
 Sacristan Chris Romagnoli 
 Greeters  Dan Legner, Jim Whitaker, Quint Quiram   
 Cleaners Quint Quiram, Jim Whitaker, Steve Bouslog 
                 
11:30 am: Sunday, July 26 

 Lectors    David Roden   
 Sacristan  Peg Sandberg 
 Greeters   Bob Hartwig, Pat Mason, Chris Romanoli, K Lough 
 Cleaners   Lough Family      

Readings for the week of July 19, 2020 
 

Sunday: Wis 12:13, 16-19/Ps 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16 [5a]/Rom 8:26-27/Mt 
13:24-43  
Monday: Mi 6:1-4, 6-8/Ps 50:5-6, 8-9, 16-17, 21, 23/Mt 12:38-42 
Tuesday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Ps 85:2-4, 5-6, 7-8 [8a]/Mt 12:46-50 
Wednesday: Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 [2]/Jn 20:1-2, 
11-18 
Thursday: Jer 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13/Ps 36:6-7ab, 8-9, 10-11 [10a]/Mt 13:10-17 
Friday: Jer 3:14-17/Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13 [cf. 10d]/Mt 13:18-23 
Saturday: 2 Cor 4:7-15/Ps 126:1bc-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6 [5]/Mt 20:20-28 
Next Sunday: 1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12/Ps 119:57, 72, 76-77, 127-128, 129-130 [97a]/
Rom 8:28-30/Mt 13:44-52  

Church Monetary Support 
 through July 12, 2020  

 
Amount Budgeted                                $   TBD 
Amount Received                                 $  7,106   
Amount Over/(Under)                                             $   TBD  
  
Fiscal Period July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2021 
  
Amount needed to date                        $   TBD 
Amount Received to date:                     $ 16,714  
 Over/(Under)budget to date                             $   TBD 

STEWARDSHIP 

W o m e n ’ s  P r a y e r  G r o u p 

The Women’s Prayer Group is again meeting on Friday  
Morning at 8:00-9, after the 7:00 Mass. We will be meeting in 
the Aloysius room, with some modifications. We are limited to 
no more than 12 people( last week we had 10 ) to comply with 
social distancing. Masks are to be worn to and from the meeting 
room. The kitchen is closed, so if you would like to bring your 
own drink and snack, that is okay. We will be  
practicing Lectio Divina for the Weekend Gospel. We are using 
the Threshold Bible Study: Matthew, books 1 and 2, until the 
end of August or you may bring a copy of Pray Together. I hope 
you can join us in study and prayer. Please RSVP if you would 
like to attend to Linda McCabe 815-875-2539.  



Rest In Peace  
 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of  
Shirley Donnelly and Joan Marella  

and  for consolation for their families.   
 

Eternal Rest grant unto them  
O Lord, and let perpetual light 

 shine upon their souls. 

  Tue, August 11th at 7 pm 

  For an End to All Racism 

 

 Tuesday, September 15th  at 7 pm 

 For Victims of All Forms of Abuse 

Please remember to pray   
for Vocations to the  

Priesthood and Religious Life   
especially from St. Louis Parish!    

St. Therese,  Patroness of  Vocations, pray for us!  

Youth Ministry Weekly  

Eucharistic Adoration  

On Wednesday, July 22nd at 7pm, there will be  
Eucharistic Adoration for the incoming 8th-12th grade 
students in the Church. During Adoration, we'll offer 
time for silent prayer, reflections from Scripture and the 
Saints, as well as music. This weekly time of prayer will 
continue every Wednesday at 7pm until the end of July. 
An email reminder will be sent out that will also contain 
more information regarding the requirements for  
prayer in the Church.   

Congratulations to  
Deacon John and Ginger Murphy   

who celebrated their  
50th wedding anniversary  

On July 4th! 

A Holy Hour for Life 
 

All are welcome to gather in prayer on the 
fourth  Sunday of each month from 7-8 pm 
in the Adoration Chapel for the intention 
of respect for the sacredness of all human 
life. Please join us Sunday, July 26th.  


