


Dear St. Louis Parishioners, 
 Let me share with you a beautiful text (from a World 
Youth Day address by Pope Benedict XVI) that was read by 
one of our high school students at last week’s Youth Eucharistic 
Adoration night: “I would like to propose for your meditation 
the words of Jesus: “Just as I have loved you, you also should 
love one another”.  Is it possible to love? Everybody feels the 
longing to love and to be loved. Yet, how difficult it is to love, 
and how many mistakes and failures have to be reckoned with 
in love! There are those who even come to doubt that love is 
possible. But if emotional delusions or lack of affection can 
cause us to think that love is utopian, an impossible dream, 
should we then become resigned? No! Love is possible, and the 
purpose of my message is to help reawaken in each one of you - 
you who are the future and hope of humanity-, trust in a love 
that is true, faithful and strong; a love that generates peace and 
joy; a love that binds people together and allows them to feel 
free in respect for one another. Let us now go on a journey to-
gether... as we embark on a “discovery” of love… There is only 
one source (of true love), and that is God. Saint John makes this 
clear when he declares that “God is love”.  He was not simply 
saying that God loves us, but that the very being of God is love. 
Here we find ourselves before the most dazzling revelation of 
the source of love, the mystery of the Trinity: in God, one and 
triune, there is an everlasting exchange of love between the per-
sons of the Father and the Son, and this love is not an energy or 
a sentiment, but it is a person; it is the Holy Spirit.... Even 
though the signs of divine love are already clearly present in 
creation, the full revelation of the intimate mystery of God 
came to us through the Incarnation when God himself became 
man. In Christ, true God and true Man, we have come to know 
love in all its magnitude.... The manifestation of divine love is 
total and perfect in the Cross where, we are told by Saint Paul, 
“God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners 
Christ died for us” . Therefore, each one of us can truly say: 
“Christ loved me and gave himself up for me”. Redeemed by 
his blood, no human life is useless or of little value, because 
each of us is loved personally by Him with a passionate and 
faithful love, a love without limits... Christ is the Lamb of God 
who takes upon himself the sins of the world and eradicates 
hatred from the heart of humankind. This is the true 
“revolution” that He brings about: love… Christ cried out from 
the Cross: “I am thirsty”. This shows us his burning thirst to 
love and to be loved by each one of us. It is only by coming to 
perceive the depth and intensity of such a mystery that we can 
realize the need and urgency to love him as He has loved us. 
This also entails the commitment to even give our lives, if nec-
essary, for our brothers and sisters sustained by love for Him. 
God had already said in the Old Testament: “You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself”, but the innovation introduced by 
Christ is the fact that to love as he loves us means loving every-
one without distinction, even our enemies, ‘to the end’.”   
 No matter what our age or state in life, each of us is 
longing for love because we are made for love by Love Him-
self.  Having seen so many failures and imperfect attempts at 
love, each of us needs to know that we are loved perfectly.  
May we strive to receive this truth of the love of God deep into 
our own hearts, so that we may become a vessel and instrument 
for others to discover personally that they are loved by the God 
who is Love. 

 

A GOD WHO DOES NOT DISCRIMINATE: Eve-
ryone needs to know that they are loved perfectly.  In order for 
this to happen, each of us needs to remember that we were all 
made in the image and likeness of the God who is Love.  God 

does not discriminate (Acts 10:34-36, Romans 2:11, James 2:8-
9).  This is a truth we can too easily take for granted.  It is worth 
taking time to reflect upon this calling that the Lord has placed 
upon us, to treat every human person with the dignity of one 
who is made in the image and likeness of God.  This means that 
we should be intentional about praying for an end to racism in 
all of its forms.  Some of us are impacted daily on a deeply per-
sonal level by racism, while others of us may not find that it is 
something that enters the sphere of our experience directly.  
Furthermore, because the efforts at addressing racism in our 
culture awaken so many passionate and deeply felt emotions - 
with good reason - it can be difficult to find an environment in 
which people who come from different perspectives and experi-
ence are genuinely able to engage in free, respectful, reasonable 
and constructive dialogue on the matter.  Nonetheless, we must 
not despair of the possibility of finding unity and harmony in 
our pursuit of more just treatment of all peoples, including those 
who belong to a minority group.  It is my hope and prayer that 
people of all races, as well as people of all perspectives, can 
rediscover the fraternity and mutual respect that enables us to 
work together to uproot all of the evils that still plague our soci-
ety, including this pervasive evil of racism.  Would you consid-
er joining me to pray for this intention, at our August 2020 Vi-
sion Holy Hour for an End to Racism?  We will meet in the 
Church at 7 PM this coming Tuesday, August 11th and you 
may attend either in person (with social distancing and use of a 
face covering) or by accessing the live-stream on our Facebook 
page, as well as joining us in prayer, through viewing the later 
posting of the recording on YouTube - God lives outside of 
time, so you can still unite your prayers to ours, even if it isn’t 
live!                 

 

WAS FATHER GONE AGAIN?: This past week, I have been 

away on a simple, relaxing vacation.  I specify “simple” to reas-

sure everyone that I have remained careful and cautious, simply 

finding time of rest with a priest-friend (who has been equally 

responsible), and avoiding activities that may not be safe at this 

time.  While I was just away at the Young Clergy Retreat a few 

weeks ago, that was a mandatory event that was scheduled for 

me, at which I was only able to be partially present, as various 

factors kept me still quite busy.  This is the first time I have had 

in over a year to find personal time for rest and relaxation, as 

the reopen-

ing process 

took place 

about the 

time that 

such a get-

away might 

otherwise 

have hap-

pened.  I 

also bring 

this up be-

cause I still 

need to get 

away for a 

“proper” retreat this year, hopefully sometime this fall.  I look 

forward to rejoining you refreshed and energized, as we prepare 

for the next step of our journey together, which the Lord is un-

veiling before us.        

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER GIFFORD 

Tuesday, August 11th at 7 pm 

  For an End to All Racism 



Parish Staff 
 

Pastor   Fr Daniel Gifford      
            Email: stl.fr.gifford@gmail.com      
Deacon    John Murphy  
   Wk: 664-1155/Hm: 646-4723 
Trustees  Dan Legner 
   Mary Paula Schmitt 
Admin Assistant Paula Lough   
Business Manager Renee Toomey 
Director of Religious 
 Education    Julia Mead 
   stl.juliamead@gmail.com 

  RCIA Coordinator   Susanna Prushinski 
   stl.susannaprushinski@gmail.com 
Maintenance  Bill Uher 

 

Parish Office 

616 S Gosse Blvd., Princeton, IL 61356 
Office hours:  Currently Closed  Due to COVID-19 

    To continue to serve you, we are checking voicemail and 
emails daily  

 
Phone: (815) 879-0181  

E-mail: stlparishoffice@gmail.com 
Website: www.stlouisprinceton.org 

YouTube Channel: St Louis Parish in Princeton  
FaceBook Page: www.facebook.com/stlouisprinceton  

Mass Intentions 
 

Monday, August 10 St. Lawrence, Deacon and Marty  

4-5:00 pm  Holy Hour  

5:15 pm  +Esther Moloney by Amie Neiman  

 

Tuesday, August 11 St. Clare, Virgin   

7:00 am  + Roger Balensiefen  

 

Wed, August 12 St. Jane Frances de Chantal, Religious 

7:00 am  + Joan Smith by Tim and Kathy Hermeyer  

 

Thur, August 13  Sts. Pontian, Pope, and Hippolytus, Priest, Martyrs  

4-5:00 pm  Holy Hour  

5:15 pm  +Robert Walter by Nancy Crowther  

 

Friday, August 14 St. Maximilian Kolbe, Priest and Martyr 

7:00 am   Sue & Jim Scruggs by Ethel Scruggs  

 

Saturday,  August 15 Vigil of  the 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

4:00 pm   + Gene Stocking by Joanne Stocking  

 

Sunday, August 16 Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:30 am  +Gary Coates  

9:30 am  + Jean & John Maller by Ann Maller  

11:30 am    People of the Parish  



ST. LOUIS SCHEDULE 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 

MON , THR    5:15 PM 
TUE, WED, FRI    7:00 AM 
SAT     4:00 PM 
SUN     7:30, 9:30, 11:30 AM 
 
(SAT 4 PM Live-streamed on FaceBook and broadcast on WZOE 
1490 AM ) 
 
 
OUTDOOR DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

(AT ANDERSON ST ENTRANCE) 
SAT  5:00 PM 
SUN  10:30 AM 
 

 
RECONCILIATION 

(ST. JEROME ROOM) 
MON, THR 4:30 PM 
TUE, WED 3:00 PM   
SAT  3:00 PM 
 
HOLY HOUR 

MON, THR 4:00 PM 
 
PRIVATE PRAYER 

(INSIDE CHURCH-OPEN TO ALL) 
MON, THUR 9-2:30 PM 
TUE, WED 9-1:30 PM; 3-8:00 PM 
FRI  9-1:30 PM 
 
 

Let us continue to Contemplate the  
Humility of Christ in Light  

of the Resurrection. 

Liturgical/Volunteer Roles 
 

4:00 pm:  Saturday, August 15 

 Lectors  Joanne Stocking 
 Sacristan Mandy Robinson 
 Greeters John Brokaw, Joel Quiram, Gene Menard    
 Cleaners Mike Smith 
 
 

7:30 am: Sunday, August 16 

 Lectors   Luke Atilano 
 Sacristan Lori Atilano 
 Greeters  Bill Uher, Tom Ballard, Dennis Thompson  
 Cleaners Gary & Marcia Blessman, Tim & Paula Anderson,  
                 Pat Wiggim  
 

9:30 am: Sunday, August 16 

 Lectors  Katie Lawrence   
 Sacristan Quint Quiram 
 Greeters  Dan Legner, Jim Whitaker, Quint Quiram   
 Cleaners Quint Quiram, Jim Whitaker, Steve Bouslog 
                 
11:30 am: Sunday, August 16 

 Lectors    David Roden 
 Sacristan  Tim Smith 
 Greeters   Bob Hartwig, Ken Lough 
 Cleaners   Lough Family      

Readings for the week of August 9, 2020 
Sunday: 1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-13a/Ps 85:9, 10, 11-12, 13-14 [8]/Rom 9:1-5/Mt 
14:22-33 
Monday: 2 Cor 9:6-10/Ps 112:1-2, 5-6, 7-8, 9 [5]/Jn 12:24-26 
Tuesday: Ez 2:8—3:4/Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 131 /Mt 18:1-5, 10, 12-14 
Wednesday: Ez 9:1-7; 10:18-22/Ps 113:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [4b]/Mt 18:15-20 
Thursday: Ez 12:1-12/Ps 78:56-57, 58-59, 61-62 [cf. 7b]/Mt 18:21—19:1 
Friday: Ez 16:1-15, 60, 63 or 16:59-63/Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 [1c]/Mt 19:3-12 
Saturday: Vigil: 1 Chr 15:3-4, 15-16; 16:1-2/Ps 132:6-7, 9-10, 13-14 [8]1 Cor 
15:54b-57/Lk 11:27-28. Day: Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Ps 45:10, 11, 12, 16 
[10bc]/1 Cor 15:20-27/Lk 1:39-56 
Next Sunday: Is 56:1, 6-7/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [4]/Rom 11:13-15, 29-32/Mt 
15:21-28 

Church Monetary Support 
 through August 2, 2020  

 
Amount Budgeted                                $  TBD 
Amount Received                                 $  6,967 
Amount Over/(Under)                                             $  TBD  
  
Fiscal Period July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2021 
  
Amount needed to date                        $   TBD 
Amount Received to date:                     $ 36,261  
 Over/(Under)budget to date                             $   TBD 

STEWARDSHIP 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  
Photos of Knights members picking sweet corn early last 
Saturday.  We appreciate all the parishioners who bought 
corn after the weekend Masses.  God bless everyone!  



Congratulations to  
Stephen & Janet Esme  

who celebrated their  
50th wedding anniversary  

On August 8th! 

 

RCIA, is it for you?  
Are you seeking answers to life’s 
questions?  Are you being in-
spired to inquire about the Cath-
olic faith?  Are you seeking to 
join the Catholic Church?  Are 
you baptized, but have not re-
ceived First Confession, First 
Holy Communion, and or Confir-
mation?  Do you want to deep-
en your faith?  Do you desire to 
know the “why” of 
Church teachings?...then RCIA is 
for YOU!   
 
RCIA will be held one evening a 
week starting in mid-September 
(the day of the week is yet to be 
determined).  We will be 
meeting at St. Louis Par-
ish.  Please come and join us as 
our faith seeks understand-
ing.  Please contact Susanna 
Prushinski (RCIA Coordinator) 

with your interest in RCIA and any questions/comments  
815-915-6960 or  stl.susannaprushinski@gmail.com or contact the 
parish office.  


