


“The house of Israel trusts in the Lord.”  These are the words 
we will pray in the psalm on the day in which Saint Louis Par-
ish will host the 2020 Vision Holy Hour For Greater Unity in 
Pursuit of the Common Good Within our Nation (Tuesday, 
July 7th at 7 pm).  The house of Israel was a nation called by 
God to be peculiarly His own.  As we seek to commend our 
own nation to God, who calls us to belong to Him, it might be a 
fitting exercise to place our own nation into this beautiful psalm 
response: “The United States of America trusts in the Lord.”  
Yes, Lord, let it be so.  It is printed on our currency: In God We 
Trust.  Lord, teach us to own it, to believe it, and to live it.  
Amen. 
 
Let us cut to the chase.  Our nation is hurting right now.  The 
wounds of division have cut us very deep.  That has perhaps 
never been more clear.  No one politician is to blame, and nei-
ther will any political candidate be our salvation.  As Christians 
we ought to know without hesitation (though often we do prove 
vulnerable to placing our trust in princes) who our Savior is: 
Jesus Christ Crucified and Risen.  He and He alone is our sal-
vation.  As for who is to blame… Well, I think of the famous 
words of the Catholic author G.K. Chesterton.  When asked, 
“What is wrong with the Church?,” Chesterton answered with 
bold humility: “I am.”  Our faith is one that calls for constant 
humility and lifelong, ongoing conversion. With this in mind, I 
call upon every Catholic American, and indeed every man or 
woman of goodwill, reading this to humbly examine their con-
sciences, with these questions in mind: How am I a part of the 
problem?  And how can I allow the Mercy of God to transform 
my heart, so that I may be an instrument of healing.  It is heal-
ing that we must pray for, healing of the wounds of division.   

 
Some may wonder, “which issue” is he thinking of?  Is he talk-
ing about the upcoming election?  Is he talking about how 
quickly the coronavirus pandemic became political, with some 
passionately motivated by responsibility being accused of 
simply being afraid and others passionately motivated by free-
dom being accused of simply being selfish?  Is he talking about 
the protests initially sparked by the brutal killing of George 
Floyd?  Is he talking about how many who wished to respond 
to this and similar tragedies with peaceful protest and a produc-
tive call to authentic reform had their good efforts spoiled and 
tainted by those who used these gatherings as an opportunity to 
exploit the discontent of the masses, seeking the perpetuation of 
violence that only keeps people enslaved to rage and fear?  Is 
he talking about how these tragic events only aim to find a new 
target for hatred which seeks to tear down and destroy, rather 
than striving to be free of such hatred?  Is he talking about how 
these violent and extreme actions have clouded the vision of 
many from seeing or acknowledging that racism, police brutali-
ty, and all abuses of power are indeed present evils in our soci-
ety that must be corrected?  The answer to which of these 
“issues” am I addressing, as you may have guessed, is… all of 
them and probably more.  I say, ‘probably more,’ because I am 
choosing to attempt to resist any inclination within myself to 
presume that I have a perfect and complete understanding of 
the problem, let alone the solution.  Rather, it is my belief that 
we can only begin to fully understand either the problem or the 
solution by striving to listen to one another with humility, re-
spect, compassion, and readiness for reasonable dialogue.  Fur-
thermore, it is also my belief that one of the beliefs democracy 
was founded upon is that such listening, dialogue, and coopera-
tion is indeed possible, even in the most tumultuous of circum-
stances.  It is my belief that this nation was founded on the be-
lief that we are capable of working out our problems and work-
ing together to pursue peace, justice, and respect for all human 
life.  One nation.  Under God.  Indivisible.  With Liberty and 

Justice for all.  Let us rediscover what these words mean.  Let 
us rediscover that we can work through our difficulties if we 
choose to greet our brothers and sisters within the human race 
with reason, compassion, respect, and humility.   
 
As we celebrate this Independence Day, let us think a little 
deeper about what it is we wish to be free from.  It would in-
deed be unfortunate if we looked back on our history and the 
only lesson we took from July 4, 1776 was to be willing to fight 
to be free from forces outside of ourselves that were oppressing 
us.  If we wish to be truly free, ought we not consider also forc-
es within ourselves that could corrupt, erode, and even destroy 
that freedom we fought so hard to obtain?  Does not the approv-
al of the Declaration of Independence represent, not only a bold 
statement to cast off the shackles of our aggressive overlords, 
but also a commitment to build a strong foundation for our na-
tion that would preserve that freedom for generations still to 
come?  Does it not remind us that to be American is to “hold 
these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, 
that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable 
Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 
Happiness.”  Let us renew our commitment to this basic build-
ing block which laid that firm foundation for us.  Let us agree 
on this and from there, work together to pursue the common 
good for all people.  I believe this is possible.  And I believe 
that is what makes me an American.                           
 

2020 VISION HOLY HOURS: It is always a danger, when we 
give attention to very important matters such as this, by devot-
ing a holy hour to praying for it, that it could become simply a 
moment in time, which comes and goes and can be forgotten.  
This would never be enough.  And let me be clear, there is truth 
to the claim that prayer alone isn’t enough.  Authentic prayer 
moves us to be agents of action, who seek to be instruments in 
the hands of the Lord to pursue the very good for which we are 
imploring our God.  But, as Psalm 127 reminds us, we must 
begin this work in the Lord, with prayer as the foundation upon 
which all else is built, allowing Him to lead, guide and strength-
en our work.  It is with this spirit that I announce our “2020 
Vision” Holy Hours for August and September.  On Tuesday, 
August 11th, we will gather again to pray For an End to All 
Racism.  Then, fittingly on the Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows, 
we will gather on Tuesday, September 15th to pray For Vic-
tims of All Forms of Abuse.  Of course, this September Holy 
Hour encompasses many forms of abuse, ranging from physical, 
emotional, or psychological abuse within a family, sexual 
abuse, clergy abuse, police brutality against all persons, and 
more.  Even writing such a list feels a bit like contemplating the 
lashes upon the back of Our Blessed Lord, so it is fitting that we 
pray with His Mother, who grieves with all who suffer such 
injustice.  Together with Our Lady of Sorrows, we will pray for 
the victims and for an end to all such atrocities.  Let us continue 
to humble ourselves before God, as our hearts are heavy with 
these many needs.            
 

SACRAMENTAL GRACES: Ending on a more hopeful note, 

over the course of the month of July, we will be “catching up” 

on the sacraments that had to be postponed due to the pandemic.  

Stay tuned for details as each moment arrives, but we look for-

ward to celebrating Confirmation, First Holy Communion, and 

a number of Baptisms before this month is over! 

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER GIFFORD 



Parish Staff 
 

Pastor   Fr Daniel Gifford      
            Email: stl.fr.gifford@gmail.com      
Deacon    John Murphy  
   Wk: 664-1155/Hm: 646-4723 
Trustees  Dan Legner 
   Mary Paula Schmitt 
Admin Assistant Paula Lough   
Business Manager Renee Toomey 
Director of Religious 
 Education    Julia Mead 
   stl.juliamead@gmail.com 
Youth Coordinator   Caylee Kennedy 
         stl.cayleekennedy@gmail.com 

  RCIA Coordinator   Susanna Prushinski 
   stl.susannaprushinski@gmail.com 
 Maintenance  Bill Uher 

 

Parish Office 

616 S Gosse Blvd., Princeton, IL 61356 
Office hours:  Currently Closed  Due to COVID-19 

    To continue to serve you, we are checking voicemail and 
emails daily  

 
Phone: (815) 879-0181  

E-mail: stlparishoffice@gmail.com 
Website: www.stlouisprinceton.org 

YouTube Channel: St Louis Parish in Princeton  
FaceBook Page: www.facebook.com/stlouisprinceton  

Mass Intentions 
 

Monday, July 6 Saint Maria Goretti, Virgin and Martyr  

4-5:00 pm  Holy Hour  

5:15 pm  +James Prendergast  

 

Tuesday, July 7    Weekday  

7:00 am  + Joan Smith by Richard & Julie Miller  

 

Wednesday, July 8 Weekday 

7:00 am  + Donna Keener by the Mead Family  

 

Thursday, July 9   St. Augustine Zhao Rong,  

  Priest,  and Companions, Martyrs  

4-5:00 pm   Holy Hour  

5:15  pm    +Mike Milligan   

 

Friday, July 10  Weekday  

7:00 am  +Tom Makransky  

 

Saturday,  July 11   Vigil of  the 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

4:00 pm   + Dave Sawitoski by Tim and Julie Puhr  

 

Sunday, July 12 Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:30 am  + Betty Murphy by Mary & Tom Murphy 

9:30 am  + Pauline Arkels   

11:30 am     People of the Parish   

 

 



Please remember to pray  for Vocations to the  
Priesthood and Religious Life   

especially from St. Louis Parish!    
St. Therese,  Patroness of  Vocations, pray for us! 

ST. LOUIS SCHEDULE 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 

MON & THR  5:15 PM 
TUE, WED, FRI  7:00 AM 
*SAT   4:00 PM 
SUN   7:30, 9:30, 11:30 AM 
 
(SAT 4 PM Live-streamed on FaceBook and broadcast on WZOE 
1490 AM ) 
 
*6 pm Mass—As Father previously indicated, beginning  July 
11th the 6 PM Mass has been eliminated.  
 
OUTDOOR DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

(AT ANDERSON ST ENTRANCE) 
SAT  5:00 PM 
*SUN  10:30 AM 
 
*As Father previously indicated, beginning  July 12th the 8:30 
am outdoor distribution  of Holy Communion has been  
eliminated.  

 
RECONCILIATION 

(ST. JEROME ROOM) 
MON, THR  4:30 PM 
TUE, WED 3:00 PM 
SAT  4:00 PM 
 
HOLY HOUR 

MON, THR 4:00 PM 
 
PRIVATE PRAYER 

(INSIDE CHURCH-OPEN TO ALL) 
MON, THUR 9-2:30 PM 
TUE, WED 9-1:30 PM; 3-8:00 PM 
FRI  9-1:30 PM 

 

Liturgical/Volunteer Roles 
 

4:00 pm:  Saturday, July 11 

 Lectors  Mary Archer 
 Sacristan Mandy Robinson 
 Greeters: John Brokaw, Joel Quiram, Rick Torri     
 Cleaners: Mike Smith 
 
 

7:30 am: Sunday, July 12 

 Lectors   Luke Atilano 
 Sacristan Joann Bowman 
 Greeters  Bill Uher, Tom Ballard, Dennis Thompson  
 Cleaners Gary & Marcia Blessman, Tim & Paula Anderson,  
                 Pat Wiggim  
 

9:30 am: Sunday, July 12 

 Lectors    Tim Kunkel  
 Sacristan Peg Sandberg 
 Greeters  Dan Legner, Jim Whitaker, Quint Quiram   
 Cleaners Quint Quiram, Jim Whitaker, Steve Bouslog,  
                Tyson Phillips 
 

11:30 am: Sunday, July 12 

 Lectors     David Roden 
 Sacristan  Chris Romanoli 
 Greeters   Bob Hartwig, Pat Mason, Chris Romanoli, K Lough 
 Cleaners   Lough Family      

Readings for the week of July 5, 2020 
Monday: Hos 2:16, 17b-18, 21-22/Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [8a]/
Mt 9:18-26 
Tuesday: Hos 8:4-7, 11-13/Ps 115:3-4, 5-6, 7ab-8, 9-10 [9a]/Mt 
9:32-38 
Wednesday: Hos 10:1-3, 7-8, 12/Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [4b]/Mt 
10:1-7 
Thursday: Hos 11:1-4, 8e-9/Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16 [4b]/Mt 
10:7-15 
Friday: Hos 14:2-10/Ps 51:3-4, 8-9, 12-13, 14 and 17 [17b]/Mt 
10:16-23 
Saturday: Is 6:1-8/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5 [1a]/Mt 10:24-33 
Next Sunday: Is 55:10-11/Ps 65:10, 11, 12-13, 14 [Lk 8:8]/Rom 
8:18-23/Mt 13:1-23  

20/20 Holy 

Hours—7 pm 

 

Tue, July 7th 

For Unity in our Nation  

 

Tue, August 11th 

For an End to All Racism. 

 

Tuesday, September 15th 

For Victims of All Forms of Abuse 

A big thanks to Carl and Rita Pacunas for gifting our 
Parish with two beautiful outdoor banners. At  
Pentecost they reminded us of the calling down of 
the ever powerful  Gift of the Holy Spirit as we  
celebrated our first public mass outdoors.  Today 
they continue to remind us of His Peace throughout 
these challenging times. ~Rita Tracey 



YOUTH DISCIPLESHIP 

STEWARDSHIP 

Church Monetary Support 
 through June 28, 2020  

END OF FISCAL YEAR 
 
Amount Budgeted                            $  7,250 
Amount Received                             $  4,469  
  
Amount Over/(Under)                           $ (2,781)  
  
Fiscal Period July 1, 2019 – June 30, 2020 
  
Amount needed to date                  $377,000  
Amount Received to date:             $363,471  
 Over/(Under)budget to date                            $ (  13,529)  

Totus Tuus ~ Totus Tuus is happening this summer – virtually once a week! 
Same great content, same great college students and seminarians presenting the 
regular five sessions - with the whole family able to participate!  
To access this FREE content, you must register through the diocese via this link:   
https://comeandfollowme.org/totus-tuus-2020-welcome/  
There are 2 registration links on the website: one for kids in 1st-6th grade and 
one for 7th-12th grade students. Once you are registered, you will receive emails 
from the diocese with more information about their virtual program and some 
other awesome opportunities being offered. The 1st-6th grade sessions are avail-
able on the website above every Tuesday and the 7th-12th grade session meets 
live with the Totus Tuus teachers and seminarians on Sunday nights at 8pm. It is 
not too late to register for either group! 

Despite the program being online, the office staff is working to creatively make this a parish event. Information regarding the op-
tion to participate in sync with the parish was sent out in an email to the families. If you did not receive this email and would like 
more information, please email Caylee Kennedy at stl.cayleekennedy@gmail.com.    
 
 
Emmaus Days ~ Emmaus Days is a summer event in which young men learn to listen for the voice of God in their lives and grow 
into the men that Christ desires them to be. Join us online and in person small group formation, games, and prayer from June 14 to 
July 19th. Register at comeandfollowme.org/emmaus-days-2020-welcome we'll send you info on how to join your age group every 
week at the day and time listed below: 
 
Session 1: College age & older - Thursdays at 7pm 
Session 2: High School Juniors & Seniors - Tuesdays at 3:30pm 
Session 3: High School Freshmen & Sophomores  - Tuesdays at 10:30am 
Session 4: 7th & 8th Graders - Thursdays at 10:30am 
 
Regional Events: There will also be in-person events to supplement the weekly 
online meetings. There will be games, talks, and opportunities to build up fraterni-
ty. Check out the locations and dates on the link above and you must register 
online to participate.  
 
Youth Ministry Weekly Eucharistic Adoration ~ On Wednesday, July 8th at 7pm, there will Eucharistic Adoration for the incoming 
8th-12th grade students in the Church. During Adoration, we'll offer time for silent prayer, reflections from Scripture and the 
Saints, as well as music. This weekly time of prayer will continue every Wednesday at 7pm until the end of July. An email reminder 
will be sent out as we get closer to July 8th that will also contain more information regarding the requirements for prayer in the 
Church.  


