
Saint Louis Catholic Church 
Diocese of Peoria  Princeton, Illinois  

Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ September 8, 2019 

 

Eucharistic Adoration is held in the 
Adoration Chapel at all times.    

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament/
Benediction Tuesdays, 8 am - noon in 

the Chapel; Mondays & Thursdays in the 
Church from 4 - 5 pm 

Mass Schedule  
Monday & Thursday 5:15 pm 

Tuesday, Wednesday,  
Friday 7:00 am 

Saturday Vigil 4:00 pm,  
Sunday 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 am 

Confessions 
Monday & Thursday   
from 4:30-5:00 pm  

Saturday 3:00-3:45 pm  
By appointment; please call the 

Parish Office. 

“Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after me 
 cannot be my disciple.” - Luke 14 



 
Dear St. Louis Parishioners, 

This time of year has a way of feeling like we are just beginning a new journey, as we embark upon a new  
season of great opportunities for growth in discipleship together for all.  Yet, as we continue in our Sunday reading of 
Luke’s Gospel, we are reminded that we are in the midst of a journey that has already begun, namely Our Lord’s  
journey toward Jerusalem.  As we set out on our own journey, we are reminded that Christ is with us every step of the 
way. Along the journey to Jerusalem, He was frequently preparing them for what would happen not long after they 
arrived.  He would carry a cross and ultimately be nailed to it for our salvation. This weekend, in particular, He  
reminds us that we too must be prepared to take up our cross, if we are to walk the journey of discipleship.  If we have 
begun to take any steps on this journey, we probably know that it can be quite difficult. In our weakness, we can  
stumble and fall. Even in those lowest and most discouraging moments, Christ is still with us on the journey.  We 
might be reminded of this every time we come to the Seventh Station of the Cross (front cover). This station is the  
second of the three falls that we remember in the Stations of the Cross.  It might be an opportunity to recall that He has 
been with us in the past, even when we stumbled and fell, and likewise, He will be with us in the future.  He has  
always been there for us. And He always will be. Looking back enough to remember the enduring faithfulness of God 
helps us to look forward with courage and hope.  These are days for looking forward. Remembering this station can 
help us look forward, prepared for the reality that the cross does get heavy; we will make mistakes sometimes and we 
can sometimes be greatly weighed down by our own weakness. But, this is just the beginning. It is not just about the 
kind of realism that some, who consider themselves more optimistic, would consider pessimism.  With the eyes of 
faith, the passion becomes a sign of hope and of love. If we look at images of the passion and see only a discouraging 
glimpse of suffering, it is probably a good time to take up that prayer from the Gospel: "I do believe, Lord, help my 
unbelief."  Reflecting on the passion is not just about preparing for the worst. It is about rediscovering the strength and 
the promise of victory that we find in the compassion of Christ. It is only by beginning with a firm conviction to carry 
our cross with Him, to get up every time we fall, and to persevere with the help of His grace, that we can truly be  
prepared for the path ahead of us. Whatever that path holds, we do not walk it alone. Let us strive every day to walk 
humbly with our God. Then, we shall find the grace that every step requires.                        

 

TIME WITH HIM: One of the most important things we must do, in order 
to remain with Him along the path is to make time to be with Him each 
day.  If we are to walk with Him, we must also rest with Him. One great way 
to do this is by coming to Eucharistic Adoration. I have three  
recommendations of how you can do this here at Saint Louis Parish: 1) Every 
Monday and Thursday, we have a Holy Hour, in which Adoration is available 
in the Church, beginning at 4 PM.  2) Every Tuesday morning, we have  
Adoration in the chapel (Chapel door unlocked at this time), beginning after 
the 7 AM Mass, until noon. 3) While we commonly speak of Adoration in 
reference to these times when the Eucharist is exposed in the monstrance, He 
is always available to be adored in the Tabernacle in the chapel 24/7 (don’t 
hesitate to inquire to receive the door code from the office!).  Regarding the 

Tuesday morning Adoration, in particular, we are presently in need of some assistance. You don't need to sign up in 
order to come and adore. However, we could use more people willing to take a regular time slot to be with the Lord, or 
even to be on the list as a fill-in substitute. If you are interested in signing up, please contact Cathy Trowbridge  
(815-876-6952). 

 

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION: I do appreciate you!  Whenever people comment on how many great things are 
going on at Saint Louis Parish or even about occasions when we are really busy with a number of funerals at one time, 
I often try to point out that it takes many generous servants to accomplish all of this.  No one person could do all of 
this on their own. I certainly can’t! And I am constantly reminded of how many great stewards of time, talent, and 
treasure we have in this parish. I believe that we do have a vibrant parish life and I also believe that this is the case  
precisely because of the generosity of your own servant hearts.  So, while it seems long overdue (mea culpa), I would 
like to show my appreciation to you in the form of the Volunteer Appreciation Dinner!  Hopefully this goes without 
saying, but this is not a potluck.  Please, don’t bring anything besides your smiling face.  Whether you serve as a  
lector, usher, server, sacristan, or extraordinary minister of Holy Communion, help with our programs for children and 
youth, help lead a group for your peers, contribute to meals hosted by Knights of Columbus, CCW, or the funeral 
luncheon committee, or take a prayer slot for a Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat or for the summer mission trip for our youth 
(or anything else I have forgotten), I hope you can join us for this dinner.    

        
In Christ through Mary, 

Fr. Gifford 
 

St. Louis, pray for us! 
Blessed Mary, Queen Mother of the King of Kings, pray for us! 



Other Sacramental Information 

Marriages ~ Call the parish office at least eight months    
before the wedding. 

Baptisms ~ Normally after 10:30 am Sunday Mass.        
Requires registration at St Louis Parish and participation in  
baptismal preparation (held the third Thursday of every odd 
month). Please wait until after the preparation to choose        
Godparents. Call parish office for more information.  

 

Other Information 
Rosary 

   Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday after Mass 
   Monday and Thursday before Mass. 

If going out of town 
  Locate Mass Times by visiting: www.MassTimes.org 

Bulletin Announcements  
 Submitted to Parish Office no later than noon  
 on Tuesday for publication the following Sunday. 

Joining the Parish 
Please call the Parish Office for an appointment. 

Parish Staff 
Pastor   Fr Daniel Gifford      
            Email: stl.fr.gifford@gmail.com      
Deacon    John Murphy  
   Wk: 664-1155/Hm: 646-4723 
Trustees  Dan Legner 
   Mary Paula Schmitt 
Admin Assistant Paula Lough   
Business Manager Renee Toomey 
Director of Religious Education  Julia Mead 
  Email:  stl.juliamead@gmail.com 
Youth Coordinator  Caylee Kennedy 
        Email: stl.cayleekennedy@gmail.com 

  RCIA Coordinator  Susanna Prushinski 
  Email: stl.susannaprushinski@gmail.com 
 Maintenance Bill Uher 

Parish Office 

616 S Gosse Blvd., Princeton, IL 61356 
Office hours: Monday - Thursday ~ 8 am - 3 pm 

Friday ~ 8 am - noon 
Phone/Fax: (815) 879-0181  

 
Office of Religious Education Phone 815-872-3199  

E-mail: stlparishoffice@gmail.com 
Website: www.stlouisprinceton.org 

St Louis Parish’s Traveling Statue of Our Lady of Fatima 
 

Would you like to host Mary in your home?  
The host family is asked to pray a daily  
Rosary, praying in particular for an increase 
in vocations to the Priesthood. If you would 
be interested in hosting, please sign up on the 

sheet on the information table in Harkrader 
Hall’s foyer.  

Church Monetary Support for the weekend of  
August 31/ September 1, 2019 

Weekly Budget                  $7,250.00 
Amount Received  $7,271.00 
Amount Over/(Under) $21.00 
Fiscal period July 1, 2019— June 30, 2020 
Amount needed to date  $65,250.00 
Amount received to date  $60,668.00 
Over (Under) budget to date                                        ($4,582.00)   
Children’s Offering  
Total this weekend  $15.00 

STEWARDSHIP 

 

Show your team spirit by joining us for a fundraiser to  
support Peru Catholic School Spanish Program. Come in 
to the Chipotle at 4349 Venture Drive in Peru on Monday, 
September 16th between 4:00pm and 8:00pm. Bring in this 
bulletin or just tell the cashier you’re supporting the cause 
to make sure that 33% of the proceeds will be donated to 
Peru Catholic School Spanish Program.  

St. Louis CCW  will be 
sponsoring a parish 
wide bake sale, on  
Friday, September 20, 
at Soldiers & Sailors 
Park (across from the 
courthouse). Each  
parishioner is invited to 
bring ONE, home made 
baked good to the park 
between 9 & 10:30 
a.m. on Friday on Sept 20th. Please no cream pies or baked 
goods with frosting.  Thank you for supporting this fundraiser 
for our parish. Funds raised in the past were used for donations 
to seminarians, African missions, local organizations,  
beautification of our Church and many other worthwhile causes.  



LITURGY AND SACRAMENTS 

Mass Intentions 
 

Monday, September 9  St. Peter Claver 

4:00 pm  Eucharistic Adoration 

5:15  pm + Dave Sawitoski   

Tuesday, September 10  Weekday  

 7:00 am +Jean Maller 

 9:00 am + Dorothy Haas by Chuck & Pam Hanson  

 Wednesday, September 11 Weekday 

 7:00 am James D Prendergast                           

 Thursday, September 12  Weekday   

 4:00 pm  Eucharistic Adoration 

 5:15  pm + Tom Makransky  

Friday, September 13 St John Chrysostom  

 7:00 am       + Iola Carlson 

Saturday, September 14 Vigil of Twenty-fourth Sunday in  

              Ordinary Time   

 4:00 pm  + Mary Ellen Dugosh  

Sunday, September 15 Twenty-fourth Sunday in 

                                     Ordinary Time  

 7:30 am  +Jeanne & Hubert Woolen  

                               by Linda Carter & Bernetta Wood  

 9:00 am  +Jason Stocking 

10:30 am      People of the Parish 

*Aperion Care 

Liturgical Roles 
 
Daily Servers  For September  9-13, 2019  9-9 Brinley & 
Nolan Kloepping, 9-10 Brennan Roden, 9-11 Christian 
Harmon, 9-12 Milo, Simeon & Faustina Bystry,  9-13 
Server needed, please check in with Sacristy 
 
4:00 pm:  Saturday  September 14 
 Servers  Kennedy, Brinley & Nolan  Kloepping 
 Lectors  Liz Dahlen, Bob Schabow 
 Eucharistic Linda Carter, Mandy Robinson 
 Sacristan  Linda Carter 
 Ushers  Rick Torri, Mike Boesch, John Cotter, Tim Hermeyer 
7:30 am: Sunday,  September 15 
 Servers  Servers needed, please check in with Sacristy 
 Lectors  Rita Pacunus, Luke Atilano 
 Eucharistic  Rita Tracey, Bernetta Wood 
 Sacristan  Julie Hassler 
 Ushers  Mike Farley, Gary Blessman, Wayne Stone,  
              Dennis Thompson                                                                                                                            
9:00 am: Sunday,  September 15 
 Servers  Christian Harmon, Cameron Lawrence,  
                Sydney Scully 
 Lectors: Steve Harmon, Katie Lawrence 
 Eucharistic  Mary Harmon, David Lawrence 
 Sacristan  Colleen/Christian Harmon  
 Ushers Jim Whiteaker, Quint Quiram, Dan Legner,  
             Tyson Phillips, Addie Hecht 
10:30 am: Sunday, September 15 
 Servers  Jack Ellis, Nick & Nathan Lough 
 Lectors  Mary Archer, Cathy Trowbridge 
 Eucharistic  Mark Mead, Ginger Murphy 
 Sacristan  Chris Romagnoli 
 Ushers Bob Hartwig, Chris Romagnoli, Ken Lough,  
             Olivia Longeville 
Home Ministry ~  Mary Harmon, David Lawrence 
Nursing Homes ~  Dave Boylan, Mary Beth Crowe,  
Mandy Robinson, Tim Smith, Rita Tracey 

Readings for the week of September 8, 2019 
Sunday:  Wis 9:13-18/Ps 90:3-6, 12-17/Phlm 9-10, 12-17/Lk 
14:25-33 
Monday:  Col 1:24--2:3/Ps 62:6-7, 9/Lk 6:6-11 
Tuesday:  Col 2:6-15/Ps 145:1b-2, 8-9, 10-11 [9]/Lk 6:12-19 
Wed: Col 3:1-11/Ps 145:2-3, 10-11, 12-13ab [9]/Lk 6:20-26 
Thur: Col 3:12-17/Ps 150:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6 [6]/Lk 6:27-38 
Fri: 1 Tm 1:1-2, 12-14/Ps 16:1-2 and 5, 7-8, 11/Lk 6:39-42 
Sat: Nm 21:4-9/Ps 78:1-2, 34-38/Phil 2:6-11/Jn 3:13-17 
Next Sunday:  Ex 32:7-11, 13-14/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 17, 19/1 Tm 
1:12-17/Lk 15:1-32 

Please pray for Vocations to the   
Priesthood and Religious Life.     

St. Therese,  Patroness of  Vocations, pray for us! 

OUR TABLE — I have put a reminder sheet on the table  
outside Harkrader with all those that signed up to bring food, 
paper products, or work. Please have the food to the Methodist 
Church Monday, September 9, by 4:00. If you are bringing the 
Spaghetti Pie recipe, bring that by 4:30 and we will keep it 
warm. We are always looking for helpers and this would be  
perfect for High School Students needing service hours. If you 
have any questions, please call Linda McCabe at 815-875-2539. 
Thank you again for all your help with this project.  

FOOD PANTRY UPDATE: Last weekend the Knights of  
Columbus collected 140 nonperishable food items and $974 in 
monetary donations for the Bureau County Food Pantry. Many 
thanks to all for your continuing generosity. St. Louis  
parishioners have now contributed 18,879 nonperishable food 
items and $99,577 in monetary donations to the less fortunate in 
our  community.  

A big thank you to everyone who prayed for or volunteered to 
work the pro-life booth at the Bureau County Fair. Thanks also 
for those that gave monetary donations to cover the cost of the 
booth & materials given out. This year our booth space was 
much bigger. This allowed us to better showcase the prolife 
exhibits & display the informational pamphlets. The weather 
was beautiful, so we had a lot of visitors to the booth. We again 
had fetal models that provided a “hands on” experience to hold 
exact replicas (size & weight) of babies that are 7- 30 weeks 
gestation. We had many different pamphlets available on all 
stages of development in the womb, crisis pregnancy help, post 
abortion healing, adoption & euthanasia info just to name a 
few. We gave out 12-week size fetal models, car  
magnets, key chains, bracelets, buttons, pens & pencils to name 
a few. All had pro-life messages on them. Please continue to 
pray for life at all stages & for an end to abortion.  
Together, we can change the culture. God Bless, Mary Caldera  



Jr. High Youth Ministry: Our first Jr. High Youth Ministry 
night will be Sunday, October 6th from 5:30-7pm! If you are 
in 7th or 8th grade, come kick-off the year with games and 
opportunities to deepen your relationship with Christ! This 
year, we also hope to offer a variety of opportunities for the 
Jr. High students to gather and grow in their faith together 
outside of the regularly scheduled youth ministry nights. 
Stay tuned for more info!  

High School Youth Ministry!   Mark your calendars for all 
the upcoming events being offered! This Sunday,  
September 8th, the TEC program is hosting a kick-off for 
any high school students. This will begin with Mass at 
5pm at the TEC Center in Peterstown and dinner will 
follow! Our parish Youth Ministry Kick-off will be Sunday, 
September 15th from 7-9pm! Two important registration 
dates: 1) If you are in 8th-12th grade, you are invited to  
attend Alive in You this June 23-28th in Knoxville, TN. This 
is our summer mission trip and it offers many awesome  
opportunities for mission work and spiritual formation. 
Please contact Caylee Kennedy BEFORE September 22nd if 
you are interested. 2) Abide in Me is a weekend retreat  
hosted by our diocese in Bloomington, IL. It will take place  
November 1-3 and registration is due to Caylee by October 
14th. More information can be emailed or picked up in the 
office.  

YOUTH DISCIPLESHIP FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP 

Young Adult Ministry We are bringing back  
Spiritually Thirsty Thursday this fall! Join us for our 
first event which will be   on  Thursday, September 
19th at 7pm. We'll start with a Holy Hour and there 
will be pizza afterwards!  

ADULT DISCIPLESHIP 

Reinvigorate Your Prayer Life! 
Oremus: A guide to Catholic Prayer 

Sept 17th—Nov 5th Tuesday Nights 6-7:30 pm   
For More Information contact  

Mario Carlone—815-878-6797 
Diane Carlone—815-866-1660 

YOUNG ADULT DISCIPLESHIP 

Men's Study will resume on Monday, September 16th 
(6:30 PM) with a dinner to introduce our new focus 
for the fall and plan for our next study.      

Belonging: Baptismal Preparation  
 
Our next session will be held on  
Wednesday, September 18 from 6 to 9 pm 
in the St. Jerome Room. If you’re expecting 
a child, consider attending prior to your 
child’s arrival. Call Julia Mead, 815-872-

3199 to register. Please refrain from choosing Godparents until 
after the meeting.  

RCIA, is it for you? Are you seeking answers to life’s  
questions?  Are you being inspired to inquire about the  
Catholic faith?  Are you seeking to join the Catholic Church?  
Are you baptized, but have not received First Confession, First 
Holy Communion, and/or Confirmation?  Do you want to 
deepen your faith?  Do you desire to know the “why” of 
Church teachings?...then RCIA is for YOU!  RCIA will be 
held every Thursday evening from 6:15-7:45 starting  
Thursday Sept. 19th.  We will be meeting at St. Louis Parish.  
Please come and join us as our faith seeks understanding.  
Please forward any questions/comments to Susanna Prushinski 
(RCIA Coordinator) 815-915-6960| stl.susannaprushinski@gmail.com 
or contact the parish office. 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 

Sessions for children new to the Atrium (meaning they did 
not participate last year) begin this week! These  
introductory sessions will last 30 minutes. The following 
two weeks (weeks of September 17-19 and 24-26) will be 
shortened sessions (45 minutes) for all children registered. 

This program would not be possible without the generous 
donation of time and talent by a number of dedicated  
volunteers. Two of these volunteers, Linda Carter and Cathy 
Trowbridge, have undergone 90-hours of training formation 
in order to serve as Level 1 catechists. Serving as Assistants 
for Linda, Cathy and Julia Mead are: Bethany Brigham, 
Mary Beth Crowe, Kathleen Ellis, Pat Galassi-Carlson, Pam 
Hanson, Mark Mead, Julie Puhr and Rita Tracey. St. Louis 
is blessed to have such dedicated people serving the  
children of our parish! 

 
CCW Fall Kickoff Meeting — Tuesday, September 
24th at 6 pm. Join us to kickoff the new year and enjoy a 
presentation by Nympha White, NCCW Volunteer of the 
year, about the Box of Joy campaign. Let’s try to fill 
Harkrader Hall at this 1st meeting! Do you have a 
friend you can invite to join us? If you bring that special 
someone, both names will be put in a raffle for a free 
manicure/pedicure!  


